RAIN-SENSING  ¥  P  M. 
ANTI-LOCK  RiKES. 
TIRE  INFLAl  0  I  MONITOR. 
STABILITRAK. 
DAYTI  E  RUNNING  LAMPS. 
TRACTIOI  C  JNTROL. 
THEFT-DETERRENT  SYSTEM. 


With  the  most  safety  features  in  its  class,* 
what  it  does  for  you  isn*t  hard  to  figure  out. 
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FBI:  FIDELITY,  BRAVERY,  INTEGRITY  By  Terry  Coffey 
Legionnaires  train  future  agents  at  tfie  FBI  Academy 
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FULL-TIME  WARRIORS  By  Rowan  Scarborougti                                        . . 
America 's  Guard  and  Reserve  stretcfied  too  ttiin.                                           1 1 

DEFINING  THE  THREAT  By  Fred  Peck 
Wfiat  forces  could  ambusti  tfie  United  States? 
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Counterculture  degrades  historic  values. 
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WAR  WITHOUT  A  PLAN  By  Sen.  Richard  Lugar,  R-lnd. 

America  needs  better  foreign-policy  planning.                                             1 1 

TOM  BROKAW  interview 

NBC's  anchor  talks  about  the  World  War  II  generation. 
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PARTING  SHOTS 
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COVER  FBI  Academy  students  practice  on  the  firing  range  in  Quantico,  Va.,  under  the  watchful 
eyes  of  a  Legionnaire  instructor.  Rob  Crandaii  photo  

The  American  Legion  Magazine,  a  leader  among  national  general-interest  publications,  is  published 
monthly  by  The  American  Legion  for  its  2.7  million  members.  These  wartime  veterans,  working  through 
nearly  1 5,000  communit/-level  Posts,  dedicate  themselves  to  God  and  Country  and  traditional  Ameri- 
can values;  strong  national  security;  adequate  and  compassionate  care  for  veterans,  their  widows  and 
orphans;  community  service;  and  the  wholesome  development  of  our  nation's  youths. 
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SLEEP  BE1TER  ON  mR! 


90-Night  In-Home  Trial 
With  Money  Back  Guarantee! 

■  Customize  mattress  firmness  for  each  side 
with  the  touch  of  a  button! 

■  Unique  air  support  cradles  your  entire 
body  for  better  sleep  comfort! 

■  Reduces  uncomfortable  pressure  points! 


SELECT  COMFORJ 
The  Air  Bed  Company 

Select  Comfort  Direct  Corporation 

6105  Trenton  Lane  N.,  Minneapolis,  MN  55442 


FREE  Video  and  Catalog! 

1-800-831-1211 

Ext.  26145 


Try  a  little  I 

Tenderness} 


World  famous  Omaha  Steaks,  aged  to  teiitlcr 
perfection,  llasli-trozen  at  the  peak  of  flavor 
and  delivered  to  your  door... guaranteed! 


Reg.  $71.00.  Now  Only ....^ZB.BB 

 <3>  

#1135BAH  4(=;()z  )FiletMignons 
Reg.  $^±99.  Now  Oh/j-....* 29.99 


StaniLird  shjpping  &  handling  is  just  $9.99  per  addn 
[11  the  Continental  U.S.  Offer  expires  9/30/99. 
Limit  two  at  this  special  price. 


Order  now  and  get  6  (4  oz.) 
,  Omaha  Steaks  Burgers  FHFF! 


>P.O.  Box  3300  •Omaha,  NE  68103 
ORDER  ANYTIME,  DAY  OR  NIGHT! 

1-800-228-9055 


It  may  be  small.  iUit  rlu  liosc  .Acousnc  \\a\c  music  system  is  definitely  an  over- 
achiever.  The  system,  which  is  now  available  in  either  imperial  white  or  new 
graphite  gray,  features  a  compact  disc  player,  an  AM/FM  radio,  a  handy  remote 
control,  and  our  patented  acoustic  waveguide  speaker  technology.  And  it  produces 
a  rich,  natural  sound  quality  comparable  to  audio  systems  costing  thousands  of 
dollars.  We  know  that's  hard  to  believe.  So  we're  ready  to  prove  it.  Call  or  write 
now  for  our  complimentary  guide  to  this  award-winning  system.  Because,  like  the 
system  itself,  it's  available  directly  from  Bose. 

Call  today,  1-800-898-2673,  ext.  G4632. 

For  information  on  all  our  products:  www.bose.com/g4632 


City  State  Zip 

Or  mail  to:  Base  Corporation,  Dept.CDD-G4632,  The  Mountain,  Framingham,  MA  01 701 

2  •  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  MAGAZINE  •  AUGUST  1999 


Better  sound  ttirougfi  researcfi 


■    THE  AMERICAN 

Legion 

FOR  GOD  AND  COUNTRY 


700  N.  Pennsylvania  St. 

P.O.  Box  1055 
Indianapolis,  IN  46206 
 317-630-1200 


National  Commander  Harold  L.  "ButCh"  Miller 

Publisher/Editor-in-Chief  DIck  McNally 
Executive  Editor  John  B. 


Art 

Art  Director  SImon  Smith 
Publication  Design  Caron  M.  IWopaies 
Editorial 
Assistant  Editor  Steve  Brown 
Assistant  Editor  Layne  Cameron 
Assistant  Editor  Terry  Coffey 
Assistant  Editor  Peter  Rose 
Editorial  Administrator  Patricia  Marschand 

General  Administrator  Robyn  Black 
General  Administrator  Robin  Bowman 
Production 
Production  Manager  Jon  Reynolds 
Production  Assistant  Mary  IVIagee 
Advertising 
Advertising  lUanager  Diane  Andretti 
Advertising  Assistant  Cathy  Frakes 
Advertising  Assistant  Susan  M.  Bader 
The  American  Legion  Magazine 
P.O.  Box  7068 
Indianapolis,  IN  46207 
Publisher's  Representatives 
Fox  Associates,  Inc. 
Chicago:  312-644-3888 
New  York:  212-725-2106 
Los  Angeles:  310-841-0280 
Detroit:  248-543-0068 
Atlanta:  404-252-0968 
 San  Francisco:  415-989-5804  

The  American  Legion  Magazine 
Commission 

Milford  A.  Forrester,  Chairman,  Greenville,  SO;  Dennis  J. 
Henkemeyer,  Vice  Chairman,  St.  Cloud,  MN;  James  P. 
Comiskey,  National  Commander's  Representative,  Pitts- 
burgh, PA;  Lawrence  VanKuran,  Encino,  CA;  Theodore  R. 
Hartmann,  Smithton,  IL;  J.  Leslie  Brown,  Jr.,  Louisville,  KY; 
Joseph  F.  Chase,  Hatboro,  PA;  Donald  R.  Conn,  South 
Bend,  IN;  James  W.  Conway,  Charlestown,  MA;  Hoy 
Haught,  Huntsville,  AR;  James  H.  Hall,  Hopewell,  NJ; 
Halbert  G.  Horton,  Topeka,  KS;  Bettylou  Evans,  Laurel,  DE; 
Eugene  J.  Kelley,  Savannah,  GA;  Russell  H.  Laird,  Des 
Moines.  lA;  J.  Fred  Mitchell,  Brewton,  AL;  J.O.  Berthelot. 
Gonzales,  LA;  Everett  G.  Shepard  III,  Woodstock,  CT;  Jer- 
rold  W.  Wilson,  Sr.,  Harrison,  OH;  Tom  C.  Smith,  Oklahoma 
City,  OK;  Henry  E.  Lamb  Sr.,  Lacey,  WA;  Robert  E.  Vass  Sr., 
Huntington,  WV;  James  J.  Charleston,  Arlington  Hgts.,  IL 
and  Casimir  F.  Sojka,  New  Rochelle,  NY,  consultants. 

 Copyright  1999  by  The  American  Legion 

The  American  Legion  (ISSN  0886-1234)  is  published 
monthly  by  The  American  Legion,  5561  W.  74th  Street, 
Indianapolis,  IN  46268.  Periodicals  postage  paid  at 
Indianapolis,  IN  46204  and  additional  mailing  offices. 
Annual  non-member  and  gift  subscriptions,  $15  ($21,  for- 
eign); Post-sponsored  and  widows'  subscriptions,  $6;  sin- 
gle copy,  $3.50  POSTMASTER:  Send  address  changes  to 
The  American  Legion,  Input  Services,  P.O.  Box  1954, 
Indianapolis,  IN  46206.  Internet  address: 
http://www.legion.org. 

Change  of  Address:  Notify  The  American  Legion,  Input 
Services,  P.O.  Box  1954,  Indianapolis,  IN  46206.  (317) 
328-4640.  Attach  old  address  label,  provide  old  and  new 
addresses  and  current  membership  card  number. 
Canada  Post  International  Publications  Mall  (Canadian 
Distribution)  Sales  Agreement  No.  546321.  Re-entered 
second-class  mail  matter  at  Manila  Central  Post  office 
dated  Dec.  22,  1991. 


Printed  in  USA 

Menriber  Audit  Bureau  of  Circulations 


*  *  *  Great  Grandfathers  Of  The  Pepsi  Generation!  *  * 


onAi 

'PEPSI-COU' 
DELIVERY 
TRUCKS 


'The  Fleet 
That  Quenched 
A  Nation's  Thi 
Officially 
licensed  by 
'Pepsi-Cola' 
For  Collectors  Of 
Classic  Cars  &  Trucks 
Precision  Die-Cast 
Replicas  6"  Long 

All-TIME  COIIECTIBIES  FROM  THE  ERA  OF  5<  A  BOTTLE  OF  SODA  &  15^  A  GAllON  OF  GAS! 


From  'Desk-Top  Collectibles  of  America',  comes  the  first  ever 
officially  authorized,  limited  edition  replicas  of  the  original 
fleet  of  'Pepsi-Cola'  delivery  trucks.  True  legends  of  the  road- 
ways that  first  brought  to  America  the  drink  with  "more 
bounce  to  the  ounce"... and  the  first  singing  commercials 
that  promised  "twice  as  much  for  a  nickel  too! 

PRECISION-ENGINEERED  FROM  ORIGINAL  PEPSI' 
SPECIFICATIONS— FAITHFULLY  REPRODUCED  WITH 
OFFICIAL  EMBLEMS  &  LOGOS 

Yes,  this  limited  classic  edition  is  so  finely  detailed,  not  even 
the  smallest,  most  intricate  feature  has  been  overlooked: 
gleaming  chrome  bumpers  and  grille,  old-time  fender-mount- 
ed headlamps,  balloon  tires  mounted  on  chrome-spoked 
wheels,  oval  porthole  windows... why  even  a  running  board, 


rear-wheel  mudguards,  all  topped  off  with  a  factory-baked 
enamel  finish.  Each  and  every  one  showroom  perfect,  as  if  it 
just  rolled  off  the  assembly  line  over  80  years  ago! 

IN  TRUE  'PEPSI'  TRADITION-NOT  ONLY  MORE 
BOUNCE  TO  THE  OUNCE.. .BUT  ALSO,  MORE  BANG 
FOR  THE  BUCK! 

Authentic  collectible  trucks  of  other  industrial  giants  nor- 
mally sell  for  $29.95  to  $39.95. ..and  their  value  continues 
to  rise.  But  under  the  terms  of  our  'Pepsi'  license  we  are 
authorized  to  offer  these  vintage  collectibles  on  a  special 
limited-edition  price  of  only  $9.98.  But  this  is  a  one-time 
only  release,  so  to  make  sure  you  do  not  miss  out  order 
TODAY!  Satisfaction  guaranteed,  or  money  refunded  in  full. 
ACT  NOW! 


***  SPECIAL  BOXUS  * 

If  you  act  within  the  next  15  days! 


rder  the  full  size,  (6"  long),  original  'Pepsi' 
delivery  truck  shown  above,  at  the  special 
limited  edition  price  of  only  $9.98  —  and  you 
are  also  entitled  to  get  one  or  both  of  these  smaller, 
'local  delivery'  models  (3"  long)  for  only  $3.98  each. 

Full  3-truck  fleet  makes  one  of  the  most  treasured 
collectible  sets  you  could  possibly  own  —  also  a 
truly  distinctive  gift  for  friends  or  loved  ones.  But 
supply  is  so  severely  limited  this  special  bonus  offer 
is  only  open  for  the  next  15  days.  So  ORDER 
TODAY! 


TV  Bargains,  1  Eversley  Ave.,  Norwalk,  CT  06851     PEPA-001  i 


National  TV  Bargains,  Dm.  PEPA-001 8 

1  Eversley  Avenue,  Norwalk,  Q  06851-5844 
Please  send  the  following  Pepsi-Cola  Delivery  Trucks. 

□  One  Original  6"  long  Pepsi  Truck  only  $9.98 
n  One  3"  long  wfhite  Pepsi  Truck  only  $3.98 
D  One  3"  long  yellow  Pepsi  Truck  only  $3.98 

□  SAVE!  All  Three  Trucks  only  $1 5.98 

□  BEST  OFFER!  Two  complete  sets  only  $29.98 
Add  $4.  p&h  no  matter  how  many  you  order 

Enclosed  is  S  (O  Res.  please  add  6%  Soles  Tax) 

OR:  Charge  it:  □  Viso  □  MasterCord 


Exp  Date_ 


WE  WANT  YOUR  OPINIONS 


The  American  Legion  Magazine 
welcomes  letters  concerning  articles 
that  appear  in  the  publication.  Letter 
writers  are  also  encouraged  to 
submit  photogi  aphs  of  themselves 
for  possible  publication  with  their 
letters.  Be  sure  to  include  your 
hometown  and  a  daytime  phone 
number  for  verification.  All  letters 
are  subject  to  editing.  Send  your 
opinions  to: 

The  American  Legion  IVlagazine 
P.O.  Box  1055 
Indianapolis,  IN  46206 

You  can  also  contact  us  via  e- 
mail  directly  or  through  the  World 
Wide  Web: 

e-mail:  tal@legion.org 
Internet:  http://www.legion.org 


Editor's  Note:  There  have  been  several 
complaints  from  readers  regarding  the 
address  The  American  Legion  Maga- 
zine published  for  the  Cold  War  certifi- 
cate Website  in  June  (On  Duty).  The 
address  we  used  is  correct.  To  access 
the  Cold  War  certificates  Web  site,  do 
not  use  "m'vi'M'."  The  site  can  be 
accessed  at  http://coldwar.army.mil. 
When  using  either  the  Web  site  or  e- 
mail  address,  make  sure  there  are  no 
spaces  in  the  address  line. 

Internet  users  should  have  no  prob- 
lem contacting  the  site  unless  it's  down 
for  maintenance,  or  it's  exceptionally 
busy.  The  site  is  maintained  by  the  U.S. 
Army's  SofpA'are  Development  Center. 


That's  Hollpood 

DALE  DYE  was  not  in  World  War 
II,  but  he  should  know  soldiers  never 


wear  division  insignia  on  any  mis- 
sion ("Hollywood's  Drill  Instruc- 
tor," May).  The  soldiers  in  "Saving 
Private  Ryan"  had  the  29th  Div. 
patches  (round,  blue  and  gray)  on 
their  field  jackets! 

I  was  in  the  1 15th  Infantry  29th 
Division,  and  I  remember  an  impor- 
tant moment  during  my  service  - 
removing  all  I.D.  from  our  uniforms 
June  6,  1944.  So  much  for  accuracy. 

-  Fletcher  Harris,  Galveston,  Texas 

Congress  Should  Decide 

THANKS  for  your  forthright  stand 
against  the  operations  in 
Yugoslavia.  This  travesty  has 
touched  a  chord  of  objection  across 
the  political  spectrum  like  none  I 
can  remember. 

The  one  instrument  that  has 
allowed  the  president  to  place  us  in 
such  circumstances  is  the  well-intend- 
ed but  flawed  War  Powers  Resolution. 
No  one  man  should  be  able  to  pull  the 
trigger  unchecked. 

I  urge  you  to  marshal  the  Legion's 
considerable  resources  to  demand 
that  Congress  abolish  the  resolution 
and  write  new  legislation  clarifying 
Article  1,  Section  8  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. The  president  must  never  have 
the  ability  to  place  our  forces  in 
harm's  way  and  fire  the  first  offensive 
round.  This  grave  order  must  come 
from  Congress. 

-  Michael  Moses.  Orlando,  Fla. 

Wonderful  Life 

I  WAS  BORN  in  1945.  As  an  Ameri- 


can in  the  latter  half  of  this  century, 
I've  had  the  opportunity  to  live  one  of 
the  most  affluent  and  happy  lives  in  the 
history  of  civilization.  I  have  America's 
veterans  to  thank  for  that.  A  day 
doesn't  go  by  that  I  don't  think  of  the 
sacrifices  made  by  so  many  heroes  and 
how  those  sacrifices  gave  me  my  free- 
dom and  my  fantastic  life. 

-  Gene  Greenwood.  Milpitas,  Calif. 

Concerned  Caregiver 

I  AM  a  Vietnam  veteran,  registered 
nurse  and  employee  of  the  Pittsburgh 
VA  Healthcare  System,  Highland 
Drive  Division.  The  flatline  budget 
has  drastically  affected  the  ability  of 
VA  to  provide  quality  health  care.  The 
department  is  quickly  being  disman- 
tled, and  the  future  is  bleak. 

There  are  bills  being  introduced  in 
the  House  that  authorize  the  secretary 
of  the  VA  to  contract  out  the  services 
many  dedicated  employees  now  pro- 
vide -  including  nursing  care. 

Now,  as  never  before,  there  needs 
to  be  a  cooperative  effort  among  the 
veterans  service  organizations,  veter- 
ans themselves  and  the  employees 
who  provide  hospital  services.  Secre- 
tary Togo  West  says  he  can  do  more 
with  less.  As  an  employee,  I  can  tell 
you  we  are  at  the  point  of  splitting  at 
the  seams.  Staff  morale  is  low,  over- 
time costs  are  at  an  all-time  high  and 
the  bottom  line  rules  over  quality 
patient  care. 

I  hope  The  American  Legion  will 
help  turn  the  tide  before  it's  too  late. 
-  Mary  Ann  Meader,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Mistaken  Identllicatlon 

SINCE  the  June  edition  was  released, 
I  have  received  a  number  of  calls 
from  Tennessee  Legionnaires  who 
point  out  that  the  picture  on  page  12  - 
with  Vice  President  Al  Gore  -  has 
some  misidentified  people. 

The  individual  shaking  hands  with 
Gore  is  actually  the  East  Tennessee 
Vice  Commander,  William  H.  Conant 
and  not  the  Department  Commander 
Perry  D.  Roberts. 

-A.  Mike  Hammer 
Tennessee  Dept.  Adjutant 

Editor's  Note:  We  apologize  to  the 
Department  of  Tennessee.  We  regret 
the  error. 
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A  Limited  Edition  Collector  Knife. 

Please  mail  by  August  31,  1999. 

Franklin  Mint  Collector  Knives 
Fronklin  Center,  PA  19091-0001 

Please  enter  my  order  for  The  Official  Colt  .45  Caliber  Peacemaker 
Collector  Knife. 

I  need  SEND  NO  MONEY  NOW.  I  will  be  billed  $37.50*  when  my  knife 
is  ready  to  be  shipped  to  me.  Limit:  one  knife  per  collector. 

*  Plus  my  state  sales  lax  an[l 
$3. 95  for  shipping  and  haniing. 


ALL  ORDERS  ARE  SUBJECT  TO  ACCEPTANCE. 


MR/MRS/MISS_ 


PLEASE  PRINT  CLEARLY. 

ADDRESS  APT.  #_ 

CITY/STATE  ZIP — 


FIAE  PROTECTION  IMENIMENT  ROLLS  THROOGH  HORSE 


THE  CONSTITUTIONAL  amend- 
ment to  protect  the  American 
Flag  from  desecration 
overwhelmingly  passed  the  U.S. 
House  of  Representatives  305- 
124  June  24,  15  votes  above  the  two- 
thirds  needed  for  passage. 
Republicans  voted  210-10  for  the 
measure.  Democrats  1 13-95  against  it, 
and  the  one  Independent  member  vot- 
ed against  the  bill. 

There  is  renewed  confidence  among 
amendment  supporters  that  the  bill  will 
get  through  the  more  difficult  Senate, 
where  a  similar  version  was  turned 
down  or  not  voted  upon  in  recent  years 
after  passage  by  the  House. 

"We've  had  a  change  in  the  Senate. 
This  bill  could  go  forward,"  noted 
Duke  Cunningham,  R-Calif.,  once  a 
Vietnam  fighter  pilot. 

Senate  Backers.  The  bill's  Senate 
companion,  S.J.  Res.  14,  has  58  co- 
sponsors,  and  most  observers  believe 
it  is  within  a  vote  or  two  of  the  neces- 
sary two-thirds  majority  to  pass. 

Members  of  the  Legion  family  and 
other  amendment  supporters  are  urged 
to  write  editorials,  call  in  to  talk  radio 
shows  and  contact  members  of 
Congress  on  behalf  of  the  resolution. 

"In  America,  states  have  laws  that 
make  it  illegal  to  kiss  in  public,  against 
singing  and  yodeling  in  public,  that 
make  it  illegal  to  ride  skateboards  or 
bum  trash  or  leaves,"  said  Rep.  James 
Traficant,  D-Ohio.  "But,  you  can  burn 
the  flag." 

Direct  and  emotional,  Traficant  con- 
tinued, "In  some  states  it  is  illegal  to 
take  the  labels  off  pillows.  It's  illegal  to 
touch  or  destroy  a  mailbox.  But,  it  is 
legal  to  rip  the  stars  and  stripes  off  the 
flag."  Then  he  added  enthusiastically, 
"Beam  me  up!" 

Traficant  and  304  of  his  colleagues 
beamed  up  with  the  easy  passage  of  this 
bill.  Debate  was  lively  on  the  House 
floor  where  opponents  insisted  that  this 
is  not  a  patriotic  issue.  Passion  and  phi- 
losophy defined  opinion  not  tied  to  rev- 
enues, budgets  or  pork  barreling,  bring- 
ing out  a  wide  assortment  of  anecdotes, 
humor  and  heartfelt,  personal  reflection. 

"Protecting  the  flag  is  the  least  we 


can  do  for  men  who  have  risked  their 
lives  for  America,"  declared  Rep.  Joe 
Moakley,  D-Mass. 

"Desecrating  the  flag  strikes  a  devas- 
tating blow  to  our  national  unity.  This 
outrageously  offends  most  Americans," 
fired  Rep.  Porter  Goss,  R-Fla.  "We  can 
all  come  together  as  Americans  under 
our  flag.  This  is  not  something  easily 
explained,  but  easily  understood." 

Rep.  Mark  Green,  R-Wis.,  added, 
"I'm  the  first  native-bom  American  in 
my  family.  My  parents  came  here  be- 
cause of  the  freedom  and  opportunity 
the  country  offered. 

But  I  never  fully  appreciated  the  flag 
as  a  symbol  until  1  left  to  work  over- 
seas. Every  time  my  wife  and  I  saw  Old 
Glory,  our  spirits  lifted.  But  it  wasn't 
just  for  us,  it  was  also  for  the  rest  of  the 
world.  If  we  fail  to  protect  the  flag,  our 
status  will  fall  around  the  world,  where 
we  will  be  thought  of  as  complacent 
and  self-doubting." 

Alternate  Prefix  Fails.  An  alternate 
"prefix"  to  existing  resolution  H.J.  Res. 
33,  termed  by  Rep.  Charles  Canady,  R- 
Fla.,  as  "a  circle  to  nowhere,"  got  flat- 
tened by  the  House,  310-115. 

House  opponents  to  H.J.  Res.  14 


are  not  convinced  the  flag  needs  consti- 
tutional protection  and  claim  that  it 
would  erode  the  Bill  of  Rights. 

"Forty-nine  states  and  forty-nine 
state  legislatures  have  asked  us  to  pass 
this  amendment,"  noted  Cunningham. 
"By  one  vote,  in  1990,  the  Supreme 
Court  overmled  200  years  of  American 
tradition.  Eighty-five  percent  of  the 
American  population  say  that  was 
wrong.  Ninety  percent  of  Supreme 
Court  judges  through  history  support 
the  amendment." 

Rep.  John  Sweeny,  R-N.Y.,  advised, 
"Let's  not  cave  in  to  intellectual  snob- 
bery. Let's  not  all  be  acting  too  smart  to 
be  patriotic.  Inexcusable  conduct  (bum- 
ing  the  flag)  must  not  be  allowed." 

People  Are  Heard.  "Clearly,  the  House 
hears  the  voice  of  the  people,"  noted 
Butch  Miller,  National  Commander  of 
The  American  Legion.  "But  restoring 
protection  of  Old  Glory  remains  a  tough 
sell  in  the  Senate.  The  Senate  will  vote 
for  the  amendment  with  a  little  more 
prodding  from  their  constituents.  Those 
Senators  who  are  holding  out  must  real- 
ize that  our  resolve  will  outlast  their 
stubbornness.  I  guarantee  it." 

-  Peter  Rose 


B  •  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  MAGAZINE  •  AUGUST  1999 


The  money  you  save 
on  these 


American  Legion 
Membership 

Benefits 
can  save  you 
money  on: 

Prescriptions 
Eye  care 
Hotels  and  nnotels 

Rental  cars 
Moving  companies 


plus 

Financial  Services 
and 
Life  Insurance 


could  be  more  than 
you  spend  on  this. 


2000 

The  American  Legion 

US        0000  100111111 

JOHN  SAMIM  1, 

_  ANY  TOWN 

US  , 

Look  for  a  complete  listing 
of  member  benefits  in  this 
magazine  or  write 
for  a  brochure  to 
The  American  Legion 
National  Headquarters 


A  ^ 

Anieiican 
Legion 

Attn:  Membership  Benefits 

PC  Box  1055 

Indianapolis,  IN  46206 

or  e-mail  us  at: 
mbrben@legion.org 


EaimHnts'SMtssm 


What  Baes  'Morji'  Bring  in  Kbsbvb? 


THE  WAR  in  Kosovo  is  over. 
Or  is  it? 
We're  now  sending  in 
ground  troops.  We've  been  told 
this  could  be  more  dangerous 
than  the  war  itself  -  that  our 
peacekeepers  could  suffer  casu- 
alties not  incurred  during  the 
aerial  bombing.  Our  troops  are 
mired  in  another  mess  instead  of 
having  the  time  to  train  for  their  real  job 
-  protecting  the  United  States. 

We  are  getting  more  involved  in 
Yugoslavia  than  ever.  Many  pundits 
have  said  our  peacekeeping  operations 
in  Kosovo  will  be  an  open-ended  opera- 
tion that  could  last  years  -  even 
decades.  We  were  promised  we  would 
be  out  of  Bosnia  three  years  ago. 
Instead,  we've  added  another  Yugoslav 
province  to  our  baby-sitting  list. 

So  just  what  did  we  win  when  we 
won  the  war  in  Kosovo?  We  won  the 
right  to  be  a  permanent  street  cop  in  that 
province  to  keep  the  Serbs  and  ethnic 
Albanians  from  continuing  their  bar- 
room brawl.  Not  only  that,  we  get  to 
rebuild  the  bar. 

What  do  all  of  our  efforts  in 
Yugoslavia  have  to  do  with  national 
defense?  Very  little.  It's  a  serious  dis- 
traction that  could  take  our  attention 
away  from  Saddam  Hussein,  from  the 
Chinese,  from  the  North  Koreans  and 
from  any  number  of  overt  and  covert 
threats  to  our  national  security.  One 
thing  we  can  be  sure  of  is  that  Saddam 
Hussein  is  not  suspending  his  effort  to 
build  weapons  of  mass  destruction  as 
we  while  away  the  time  in  Yugoslavia. 
A  few  months  ago,  Iraq  was  the  major 
international  news  story  as  our  weapons 
inspectors  were  prevented  by  the  Iraqis 
from  doing  their  jobs.  That  situation  is 
still  critical,  but  unfortunately,  all  of  our 
attention  is  focused  on  our  welfare  mis- 
sion in  Europe. 

Certainly,  the  Chinese  are  wasting 
no  time  in  capitalizing  on  the  nuclear 
technology  they  have  stolen  from  us. 
Do  we  hear  any  words  of  concern  from 
the  president  about  that? 

Our  91 1  goodwill  missions  are 
draining  the  precious  resources  we  have 
to  defend  our  own  country.  While  our 


intentions  to  reduce  the  misery  of  the 
ethnic  Albanians  in  Kosovo  were  unde- 
niably good,  we  should  call  our  mission 
what  it  is  -  a  goodwill  venture  -  and 
then  see  that  the  effort  is  properly  fund- 
ed rather  than  embezzling  from  pre- 
cious national  defense  resources. 

If  the  administration  is  serious  about 
being  the  world's  nanny,  it  ought  to 
make  sure  our  Defense  Department  is 
funded  and  manned  for  that  task  as  well 
as  its  main  job.  We've  been  told  that 
DOD  is  out  of  cruise  missiles.  Yet  the 
administration's  original  2000  budget 
had  no  money  planned  for  cruise  mis- 
siles. Constant  deployments  are  driving 
people  from  the  military  so  they  can 
spend  more  time  with  their  families. 
Recruiting  is  down.  Standards  are  being 
lowered  to  allow  less-talented  recruits 
into  the  military. 

Our  military  strength,  our  military 
planning,  our  personnel,  our  technologi- 
cal superiority  -  all  are  falling  victim  to 
what  one  senator  has  termed  the  admin- 
istration's "photo-op  foreign  policy." 

Before  the  so-called  peace  dividend 
goes  completely  down  the  rat  hole,  it's 
time  for  our  president  to  tell  us  what  our 
strategic  plan  is  for  the  defense  of  this 
country  against  threats  such  as  the  new 
Chinese  missile  technology  we  gave 
away,  the  ability  of  terrorists  to  carry 
nuclear  weapons  in  a  suitcase,  biologi- 
cal weapons  that  can  wipe  out  cities, 
and  North  Korean  nuclear  weapons 
development.  Because  we  have  totally 
neglected  the  option  to  build  a  missile 
defense  system  for  the  United  States, 
any  rogue  country  can  lob  a 
nuclear  missile  at  us. 

If  we  won  the  war  in 
Kosovo,  why  don't  we  feel  ^ 
any  more  secure?  Why  2 
aren't  we  celebrating  in  the  z 
streets  like  we  did  after  ^ 
World  War  II  and  the  Gulf 
War?  Could  it  be  because  we 
didn't  really  win  anything  more 
than  just  a  cease-fire?  We've  had  cease- 
fires before  -  in  Korea,  in  Vietnam  and 
in  Bosnia.  A  cease-fire  cannot  properly 
be  called  a  victory.  The  aggressor  is  still 
in  place.  He  just  moved  down  the  block. 
He  wasn't  defeated. 


As  we  keep  bleeding  our  military 
strength  in  places  like  Haiti,  Bosnia 
and  Kosovo,  it's  time  for  President 
Clinton  to  tell  us  exactly  what  he  feels 
the  mission  of  the  U.S.  fighting  force 
is.  There  have  to  be  guidelines  for  its 
use.  We  cannot  have  it  chasing  every 
brush  fire  in  the  world  like  a  dog  chas- 
ing its  tail. 

National  defense  is  a  serious  and 
dangerous  business.  The  administration 
is  leaving  us  unnecessarily  exposed.  It's 
time  to  stop  being  irresponsible  and 
start  protecting  the  interests  of  the  Unit- 
ed States. 

WTiile  we're  creating  new  war  veter- 
ans in  Yugoslavia,  the  administration 
and  Congress  are  pulling  the  rug  out 
from  under  VA  and  its  ability  to  pro- 
vide medical  and  other  support  to  those 
veterans  in  their  later  years. 

We  have  to  buy  the  defense 
X^ri^^l^A    equipment;  we  have  to  plan  for 
j^il^^l^S^^k^^    threats;  we  have  to  improve 
I*    the  military's  ability  to 
^  recruit  by  paying  our  troops 
Z  better;  and  we  have  to  show 
^  that  we  will  care  for  our 
'jytp^^M^g*^^'"  brave  veterans  when  they  can 
no  longer  fight. 
'  That's  the  way  we  will  guaran- 

tee the  security  of  this  nation.  Humani- 
tarian missions  should  be  funded  for 
what  they  are,  and  the  president  should 
not  have  the  power  to  use  national 
defense  funds  for  anything  other  than 
national  defense. 
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Provides  Leather  Comfort, 
Lightweight  Flexibility  and 
Pillowy  Cushioning  Right  Out 
of  the  Box! 
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Legionnaires 
mold  tlie  next 
generation  of 
FBI  agents. 


EGIONNAIRE  Jerry  Bessette 
is  working  hard,  although  it's 
hard  to  tell  as  he  springs  over 
log  obstacles  at  the  FBI 
Academy  in  Quantico,  Va., 
without  breaking  a  sweat. 
Only  once  does  he  even  gri- 
mace -  as  he  leaps  up  and 
grabs  an  iron  bar  suspended 
nine  feet  above  the  ground. 
He  pulls  himself  over  the  bar, 
and  lands  on  the  other  side 

with  a  thud  and  a  slight  groan. 

"We  (use)  the  obstacles  to  (cause) 

a  little  controlled  stress,"  says  Bes- 


sette, an  Academy  physical  training 
unit  instructor  for  two  years  and  mem- 
ber of  J.  Edgar  Hoover  Post  56. 

Students  like  Legionnaires  Keith 
and  Scott  (the  Academy  forbids  the 
use  of  last  names)  first  struggle 
through  the  rugged  obstacle  course, 
which  includes  walls  and  log  hurdles. 
They  work  in  pairs  -  one  always  alert, 
weapon  at  the  ready.  By  the  time  they 
struggle  over  the  final  obstacle  -  a  15- 
foot-high  chain  link  fence  -  and  drop 
to  the  ground  on  the  other  side,  many 
are  gasping  for  breath,  barely  able  to 
shout  "Stop!  FBI!"  They  then  have  to 
pursue  two  suspects  for  a  quarter- 
mile.  Closing  in  on  the  "perps,"  stu- 
dents appear  exhausted  -  just  like  the 
real  world. 


Legionnaire  and  physical  training  instructor  Jerry  Bessette  pulls  himself  over  a  set  of  iron  bars  on  the  obstacle  course. 
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shotguns,  advance  to  the  firing  line. 


Academy  students  get  an  idea  of  what  it  feels  like 
to  be  in  a  fight. 


Struggle  to  Survive.  After  a 
few  hours  of  overcoming  obsta- 
cles, making  "arrests"  and  learn- 
ing defensive  tactics,  students 
learn  what  it's  like  to  be  in  a  real 
fight.  "Many  people  have  never 
been  struck  in  the  head,  or  even 
been  in  a  fight,"  says  Tom 
Lyons,  the  head  of  the  Acade- 
my's physical  training  unit  and 
commander  of  Legion  Post  56. 
At  first,  students  like  Pete,  a  Le- 
gionnaire and  former  Indiana 
State  Trooper,  trade  jabs  and 
grunts  with  gusto.  They  soon 
slow  down,  however.  Then  they 
hit  the  mats  for  wrestling  - 
groaning  as  they  grapple  and  roll 
around,  trying  to  gain  an  advan- 
tage. They  switch  back  and  forth 
between  boxing  and  wrestling 
until  punches  look  more  like 
handshakes  and  there's  more 
resting  than  wrestling.  "That's  a 
valuable  lesson  for  them  to 
learn,"  says  Lyons  as  the 
students  drag  their  tired,  sweaty 
bodies  to  the  showers.  "They 
know  they  have  to  be  in  shape  if 
they're  going  to  survive." 

"This  is  reality  training," 
gasps  Pete,  a  muscular,  32-year- 
old  military  vet  in  week  10  of 
the  15-week  course.  "When  I 
was  a  state  trooper,  with  my 
size,  I  never  really  got  into  a 
knock-down,  drag-out,  so  it's 
good  training.  You'll  know  how 
to  handle  yourself  when  you  get 
into  a  situation." 

Fidelity,  Bravery,  Integrity. 

Lyons  is  an  Air  Force  veteran 
and  former  Miami  police  officer 
who  joined  the  FBI  in  1980.  He 
says  it  takes  a  special  mix  of 
intelligence,  inquisitiveness  and 
life  experience  to  make  a  good 
agent. 

"Our  motto  is,  'Fidelity, 
Bravery,  Integrity,'  "  Lyons 
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Academy  students  work  together  to  conquer  obstacles 
and  "get  their  suspect." 


says.  "Each  agent  must  have  fidehty  to 
the  Constitution  and  the  country;  brav- 
ery to  defend  those  things  and  the  citi- 
zens; and  the  integrity  to  distinguish 
right  from  wrong,  and  act  according- 

ly." 

That  last  part  -  distinguishing  right 
from  wrong,  and  acting  accordingly  - 


has  been  criticized  since  contro- 
versial FBI  actions  in  Waco, 
Texas,  and  Ruby  Ridge,  Idaho. 
Lyons  says  those  incidents  have 
not  changed  Academy  training, 
because  such  events  are  not  day- 
to-day  situations.  Specialists  like 
SWAT  teams  and  negotiators  are 
brought  in  for  such  situations, 
under  the  coordination  of  the 
FBI's  Critical  Incident  Response 
Group  -  a  specially  trained 
group  of  veteran  agents.  Lyons 
does  feel  criticism  can  be  put  to 
good  use.  "We  look  for  a  con- 
structive lesson  to  take  from  it." 
It  can,  however,  be  hurtful,  espe- 
cially when  it  isn't  true.  "We  tell 
our  students  to  look  around 
them,  and  see  the  motivation, 
and  the  type  of  people  they're 
working  with,  because  that's  the 
plus  side  of  our  organization." 

Ready,  Aim,  Fire.  It's  a  beauti- 
ful day  on  the  FBI  Academy 
firing  range  -  sunny  and  warm. 
Just  the  type  of  day  that  brings  a 
trickle  of  sweat  from  beneath  a 
shooter's  goggles,  which  mixes 
with  gunsmoke  to  sting  the  eyes. 
Such  distractions  cannot  be  allowed  to 
affect  a  student's  concentration. 

Legionnaire  Andy  Powers  prowls 
the  firing  line,  helping  weak  shooters 
and  enforcing  safety.  "In  the  military, 
they  figure  about  80  percent  of  all 
rounds  expended  are  wasted,  are  miss- 
es. You  can't  afford  that  in  a  civilian 


G"llieei  In  the  Legion 


AMERICAN  LEGION  Post  56 
was  chartered  In  April  1946. 
Within  a  week,  Post  Commander 
Charles  Bell  received  a  telegram  from 
FBI  Director  J.  Edgar  Hoover:  "I  am  a 
firm  believer  in  the  principles  for 
which  the  group  stands  and  welcome 
It  into  our  midst." 

In  fact,  the  FBI  has  been  very  sup- 
portive of  the  Post,  according  to 
Cartha  "Deke "  DeLoach,  a  Past  Post 
56  Commander  and  former  chairman 
of  the  Legion's  Public  Relations  Com- 
mission. "Hoover  was  the  strongest 
supporter,"  says  DeLoach,  who 
served  as  the  legendary  G-Man's  as- 
sistant director.  "He  never  turned  me 
down  for  any  work  with  the  Legion." 

Over  the  years.  Post  56  has  been 
involved  in  many  community  efforts. 
In  1947,  the  Post  started  a  Boy  Scout 


troop  for  juvenile  delinquents  at  the 
National  Training  School  for  Boys. 
Until  1990,  the  Post  led  security  for 
the  D.C.  Soap  Box  Derby. 

In  1950,  the  Post  and  the  FBI  be- 
gan honoring  FBI  employees  killed  in 
the  line  of  duty. 

Each  Memorial  Day,  the  Post  con- 
ducts a  service  in  the  courtyard  of  the 
J.  Edgar  Hoover  Building.  FBI  Director 
Louis  Freeh  took  part  this  year. 

The  Post  was  renamed  the  J. 
Edgar  Hoover  Memorial  FBI  Legion 
Post  in  1972.  The  past  two  years. 
Post  56  has  supported  a  track  and 
field  team  associated  with  the  Metro- 
politan Police  Boys  and  Girls  Clubs. 

Post  56  currently  boasts  more 
than  340  members,  scattered 
throughout  the  world.  Only  FBI  em- 
ployees can  join  the  Post. 


"The  Legion  gives 
anotlier  layer  to 
wliat  we're  all 
about" 

Post  56  Commander 
Tom  Lyons 

population."  Irmocent  bystanders 
might  be  hurt. 

Before  graduation,  students  must 
qualify  with  a  12-gauge  shotgun,  a 
.40-caliber  handgun  and  the  MP-5,  a 
sub-machinegun. 

A  New  Breed.  Some  70,000 
applicants  would  like  to  be  agents.  Of 
those,  only  700  will  be  hired  this  year. 
And  while  the  FBI  continues  to  attract 


Students  must  be  able  to  do  at  least  two  pull- 
ups,  46  sit-ups,  25  push-ups,  a  shuttle  run  in  26 
seconds  and  a  two-mile  run  in  at  least  16:30. 


FB 
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FBI  Instructor  Kevin  Crawford  works  through  the 


course,  while  keeping  suspects  covered. 


Tom  Lyons  (right),  the  supervisor  of  the  Academy's  physical 
training  unit,  watches  as  students  complete  their  first  physical 
fitness  tests.  The  Post  56  Commander  regularly  recruits  Legion- 
eligible  instructors  and  students  into  the  J.  Edgar  Hoover  Post. 


the  best  and  brightest,  instructors  have 
noticed  some  changes. 

"Loyahy  is  much  harder  to  earn 
now,"  says  Legionnaire  Jeff  Lindsey, 
physical  unit  instructor.  "There  is  also 
more  of  a  tendency  to  ask  questions." 
And  they're  smarter.  Which  means 
instructors  have  to  take  a  more  hands- 
on  approach  to  training,  whether  it's 
presenting  ethical  dilemmas,  teaching 
law  or  taking  a  tumultuous  spin  on  the 
defensive  driving  course. 

In  the  end,  though,  it  all  boils  down 
to  saving  lives:  "Our  primary  focus  is 
to  give  them  the  skills  and  techniques 
necessary  to  defend  themselves," 
Lindsey  says,  "to  allow  them  to  suc- 
cessfully conclude  an  arrest  (and) 
keep  someone  from  getting  hurt  - 
themselves,  their  partners  or  innocent 
bystanders." 

Still  Serving  God  and  Country.  The 

J.  Edgar  Hoover  Post  has  been  around 
since  1946.  More  than  340  FBI  agents 
are  Post  members  -  but  most  are  scat- 
tered throughout  the  world. 

Each  Memorial  Day,  the  Post 
places  a  wreath  in  honor  of  fallen 
agents  in  the  courtyard  of  the  J.  Edgar 
Hoover  Building.  The  Post  is  also  in- 
volved in  several  Department  of 
Washington,  D.C.,  programs,  espe- 
cially the  oratorical  contest. 

"The  Legion  gives  another  layer  to 
what  we're  all  about,"  says  Post  Com- 
mander Tom  Lyons.  "It's  another 
touchstone  for  all  of  us,  another 
shared  experience."  □ 

Article  Design:  Simon  Smitti 


AUGUST  1999  •  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  MAGAZINE  • 


Time  Warriors 


National  Guardsmen  and  reservists  face  increasing 
operations  tempos  wtiile  trying  to  balance  their  civilian 
and  military  careers,  by  rowan  Scarborough 


HEN  RON  De  La 
Rosa  decided  to  be 
part  of  history  and 
join  his  Army  Nation- 
al Guard  unit  in 
Bosnia,  he  had  to  first 
check  with  the  boss. 
In  this  case,  the  boss 
was  understanding  - 
Ron  De  La  Rosa  is 
the  boss.  He  runs  a 
one-lawyer  law  practice  in  Austin, 
Texas. 

"I  could  have  decided  against  go- 
ing to  Bosnia,  kept  the  practice  and 
still  stayed  in  the  Guard,"  says  the 
41 -year-old  staff  sergeant,  who  is 
married  and  has  one  daughter,  23. 
"They  were  looking  for  volunteers 
and  anytime  they're  looking  for  vol- 
unteers I  always  stick  my  name  in 
there.  I  just  feel  that's  part  of 
my  duty." 

De  La  Rosa  is  just  one  of 
thousands  of  Guard  and  Reserve  mem- 
bers who  have  had  to  adjust  their  pri- 
vate sector  jobs  to  meet  the  armed 
forces'  increasing  reliance  on  backup 
troops  in  the  1990s. 

Ten  years  ago,  before  the  Soviet 
Union  disappeared  as  America's  pre- 
eminent threat,  the  Guard  and  reserves 
performed  about  1  million  man-days  of 
service  a  year.  Today,  they  are  called 
up  at  13  times  that  rate  -  the  equivalent 
of  adding  35,000  full-time  troops  to  the 
1.4  million  active  force. 

Leaning  On  Reservists.  Whether  the 
mission  is  peacekeeping  in  Haiti  or 
Bosnia,  or  bombing  Iraq  and 
Yugoslavia,  the  Pentagon  has  tapped  its 
rich  and  diverse  reserves  to  round  out 
active  units.  Nearly  a  quarter-million 
reservists  were  called  up  or  volunteered 
during  the  Persian  Gulf  war. 

"Many  of  the  competencies  that  are 


During  a  break  in  weel(end  training  maneuvers  at  Ft.  Hood,  Texas,  Lt.  Col.  James  Brown  (center)  discusses  strat- 
egy witti  Sgt.  First  Class  Joseph  Bush  (left)  and  Capt.  Michael  Houston. 

required  are  almost  exclusively 
embedded  in  the  Guard  and  Re- 
serve," says  Charles  Cragin,  acting 
assistant  secretary  of  defense  for 
reserve  affairs.  "I  guess  the  point 
I'm  trying  to  make  is  anywhere 
you  look  today  in  the  military 
you're  going  to  find  the  Guard  and 
Reserve." 

Cragin  says  he  realizes  the  fre- 
quent call-ups  strain  employer- 
worker  relations.  With  no  avail- 
able studies  to  show  if  retention  or 
recruiting  is  being  affected,  the 
assistant  secretary  earlier  this  year 
ordered  a  first-ever  attitude  study 
to  find  the  answer. 

Cragin,  who  himself  spent  30 
years  on  active  duty  and  in  the  re- 
serves as  a  Navy  officer,  also  con- 
ducts his  own  informal  surveys. 
He  travels  each  weekend  to  places 
such  as  Alaska,  Central  America 


1  M1A1  tanks  move  across  the  field  durmg  week- 
H  end  training  maneuvers  at  Ft.  Hood,  Texas.  ^MUM 
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Maj.  Phil  Tau  of  the  South  Dakota  Air  National  Guard's  1 1 4th  Fighter  Wing  goes  through  pre-flight  checl(S  before  flying  his  F-1 6  Fighting  Falcon  on  a  combat  patrol  mis- 
sion in  the  no-fly  zone  over  Southern  Iraq. 


Active-duty  service  members  and  reservists  deployed 
in  Guatemala  meet  with  Charles  Cragin,  acting  assis- 
tant secretary  of  defense  for  reserve  affairs. 


and  even  Norway  -  wherever  Guards- 
men or  reservists  are  on  duty  -  to  gath- 
er facts. 

"I  always  inquire  about  employer 
relations  and  we  know  we  have  to  do 
a  more  effective  job  of  explaining  to 
employers  that  there  has,  in  fact,  been 
a  profound  paradigm  shift  in  the  com- 
position of  our  forces  and  the  Reserve 
today  really  isn't  a  reserve  in  the 
sense  of  the  Cold  War  days.  This  is  a 
force  that  is  integral  and  utilized  on  a 
regular  basis." 

In  De  La  Rosa's  case,  he  improvised 
to  keep  his  law  practice  open.  He  is  one 
of  about  1,000  members  of  the  Guard's 
49th  Armored  Division  that  will  ship  to 
Bosnia  in  February  and  become  the  first 
Guard  unit  in  history  to  command  ele- 
ments of  an  active  Army  division,  in 
this  case  the  3rd  Cavalry  Regiment 
from  Fort  Carson,  Colo.  They  will  be 
there  up  to  nine  months. 

De  La  Rosa  says  his  small  staff  will 
take  care  of  drawing  up  legal  papers 
and  court  filings.  When  a  client  needs  a 
lawyer  in  court,  the  staff  sergeant's 
friends  will  pinch  hit. 

"Hopefully  the  staff  will  be  able  to 
keep  me  going  in  terms  of  paperwork," 
he  says.  "If  there  is  a  need  for  an  attor- 
I  ney,  say  there  is  a  hearing  set  for  one  of 
I  our  clients,  we  have  some  attorneys 
1  that  can  take  care  of  that. 


"We  have  a  daughter  and  she's  al- 
ready 23,  so  it's  not  like  my  wife  and  I 
have  any  children  at  the  house  to  worry 
about,"  he  adds.  "The  practice,  I  had  to 
think  about  it  for  me  to  be  gone  for 
nine  months.  That  is  a  long  time  to 
leave  my  practice.  After  I  thought 
about  it,  I  talked  to  these  friends  of 
mine  and  they  said  they  would  help  out. 
That's  what  caused  me  to  make  that 
decision." 

Finding  A  Way.  James  Brown,  a  bat- 
talion commander  in  the  49th,  faced  a 
similar  challenge.  He  co-owns  a  25- 
employee  company  in  Tyler,  Texas, 
that  designs,  installs  and  services  water 
systems.  He  was  in  the  process  this 
summer  of  negotiating  a  new  strategy 
so  he  won't  leave  his  partner  high  and 
dry  while  he  is  in  the  Balkans. 

"We're  working  on  it  as  we  speak," 
he  says.  "We  are  studying  how  we  can 
do  all  the  functions  and  do  all  the 
business." 

"I've  been  doing  this  for  19  years." 

Rowan  Scarborough  has  been  Penta- 
gon correspondent  for  The  Washington 
Times  the  past  10  years.  He  reported  for 
Defense  Week  in  the  1980s  and  sen'ed  in 
the  United  States  Navy  fi-om  1968  to  1972. 

Article  design:  Caron  Morales 
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HEEDING  THE  CALL 

Reservists  activated  over  the  past  decade: 

PANAMA 

GULF  WAR 

SOMALIA           HAITI  BOSNIA 

SW  ASIA 

ALLIED  FORCE 

1989-90 

1990-91 

1993            1994-96  1995-99 

1998-99 

1999 

7,323 

265.322 

343             8,338  31,000 

1,000 

6.000 

(all  voluntary) 

Members  of  the  Texas  National  Guard  49th  Armored 
Division  refuel  during  training  at  Ft.  Hood,  Texas. 


says  Brown,  a  lieutenant  colonel  and 
39-year-old  father  of  two  children.  "I 
guess  I  felt  like  it  was  my  duty  too 
...  They  needed  the  people." 

He  says  he  knows  of  little,  if  any, 
friction  between  employers  and  49th 
Division  personnel.  "In  Texas  especial- 
ly, there's  a  strong  sense  of  patriotism 
and  employers  are  sympathetic  to  all 
the  things  the  Guard  and  the  Reserve 
do,"  Brown  says.  The  Guard  and  Re- 
serve are  doing  more  with  less  just  like 
the  active  force.  The  Cold  War's  end 
has  allowed  both  Presidents  Bush  and 
Clinton  to  send  the  military  around  the 
globe  on  various  incursions,  and  peace- 
keeping and  disaster  relief  missions. 

Dwindling  Numbers.  Yet,  while  the 
Pentagon  is  dialing  91 1  more  often. 
Guard  and  Reserve  strength  has  nose- 
dived, from  1.8  million  in  1989  to 
876,000  today,  matching  cuts  in  overall 
defense  spending. 

Pentagon  officials  are  unable  to  say 
whether  the  increase  in  "op  tempo"  is 
directly  hurting  recruiting.  An  Army 
Reserve  force  of  208,000  missed  its 
inductee  goal  by  10  percent  last  year. 
But  the  Air  and  Army  National  Guard 
say  they  are  meeting  their  targets. 

"It's  a  community-based  culture," 
says  Daniel  Donohue,  spokesman  for 
the  National  Guard  Bureau.  "When  you 
get  out  in  middle  America,  it  passes 
from  father  to  son  for  generations.  It's 
just  something  you  do." 


Rep.  Steve  Buyer,  R-Ind.,  is  in  a 
good  position  to  assess  the  situation. 
He  is  chairman  of  the  House  Armed 
Services  subcommittee  on  personnel, 
co-leads  the  House  Guard  and  Reserve 
Caucus  and  is  a  lieutenant  colonel  in 
the  Army  Reserve.  "When  you  shrink 
the  force  and  increase  the  op  tempo, 
you  stress  their  lives,"  Buyer  says. 
"You're  asking  a  lot  of  employers  to 
carry  the  weight." 

The  congressman  is  concerned  that 
more  frequent  call-ups  will  eventually 
hurt  "weekend  warrior"  retention.  "I 
was  in  an  American  Legion  Post  in  In- 
diana when  a  13 -year  Air  Force 
reservist  told  me  T  left  the  Reserve.  I 
left  not  because  I  wanted  to,  but 
because  I  had  to  and  that  hurt,'  "  Buyer 
says.  "He  could  not  sustain  the  pace,  all 
the  constant  demands  of  the  Air  Force 
Reserve,  and  maintain  his  family." 

Buyer  says  he  may  introduce  legisla- 
tion giving  tax  breaks  to  employers 
who  temporarily  lose  workers  to  active 
duty.  "We're  trying  to  grapple  with 
things  to  give  inducements  to  employ- 
ers out  there  who  are  bending  over 
backwards  when  they  have  citizen  sol- 
diers. A  lot  of  these  soldiers  are  being 
cooperative  through  their  patriotism. 
But  at  some  point,  something  will 
break." 

While  Buyer  mulls  tax  breaks,  the 
Pentagon  has  moved  in  recent  years  to 


make  sure  employers  know  their 
responsibilities,  both  as  patriotic  Am- 
ericans and  as  law  abiders.  "Citizen 
soldiers"  cannot  be  fired  for  answering 
the  call. 

Cragin  says  the  Defense 
Department  has  won  pledges  from 
more  than  400  local  Chambers  of 
Commerce  to  encourage  businesses  to 
support  the  Guard  and  Reserve.  The 
Clinton  administration  has  also  started 
the  Model  Federal  Employer  Initiative. 
It  ensures  the  federal  government, 
which  employs  100,000  guardsmen 
and  reservists,  gives  deference  when 
they  are  activated. 

Already  in  place  for  25  years  is  the 
National  Employers  in  Support  of  the 
Guard  and  Reserve.  The  committee 
works  as  a  liaison  between  the  military 
and  employers,  and  has  an  ombudsman 
to  mediate  any  disputes.  Locally,  there 
is  a  NESG  board  in  each  state. 

Cragin  says  the  outreach  must  get 
better.  With  the  all-volunteer  force  a 
quarter-century  old,  only  6  percent  of 
people  under  age  65  have  ever  served 
in  the  military. 

"When  you  get  into  a  second  genera- 
tion of  Americans  who  have  never  had 
any  conscription,  you  really  have  a 
very  small  pool,"  he  says.  "So  we  have 
to  work  harder  in  the  community  with 
our  employers  to  explain  what  our 
Guard  and  Reserve  have  to  do."  □ 


U.S.  Army  Reserve  Capt.  Lisa  Woodbury  gives  a  child  a  stuffed  animal  at  a  shelter  In  Bosnia  in  1997. 
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HEALTH 
HOUSE 
USA 
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AIR 

TPCOSHION 
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Relax  and  help  end  back  pain  in  your 
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COMMENTARY 
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THE  FALL  OF  THE 
SOVIET  UNION 
ELIMINATED 
"THE  THREAT," 
YET  UNLEASHED 
NEW  DANGERS 
WHICH  NOW 
FESTER  IN 

A  MORE 
UNSTABLE 
WORLD. 


By  Fred  Peck 


ITY  THE  POOR  Pentagon 
planners.  In  what  some 
may  now  look  upon  as  the 
"good  old  days  of  the  Cold 
War,"  U.S.  military  plan- 
ners were  able  to  focus 
their  efforts  on  the  threat  to 
our  national  security  posed 
by  the  Soviet  Union  and 
the  Warsaw  Pact.  Our 
strategists  formulated  a 
defense  policy  aimed  at  deterring  or 
defeating  a  Warsaw  Pact  offensive. 
Popular  wisdom  held,  if  we  could  do 
that,  we  could  easily  handle  any  lesser 
threats  to  our  vital  interests. 

By  the  1970s,  the  U.S.  military  lexi- 
con no  longer  even  referred  to  the  War- 
saw Pact  by  name.  "The  Threat"  had 
become  its  own  proper  noun, 
understood  to  be  the  communist  bloc 
and  its  allies.  Our  forces  were  robust, 
our  investment  in  defense  immense  and 
our  strong  research  and  development 
efforts  kept  us  out  in  front  of  our  poten- 
tial adversaries. 

This  policy  was  successful  as  the 
Berlin  Wall  fell,  the  Warsaw  Pact  crum- 
bled and  the  Soviet  Union  ceased  to 
exist.  In  the  dust  of  their  demise,  how- 
ever, we  found  that  the  world  was  not  a 
safer  place.  Indeed,  many  have  argued 
the  opposite  is  true.  There  is  greater  in- 
stability in  the  world  now  that  The 
Threat  no  longer  looms  so  large.  The 
old  world  order  imposed  a  certain  disci- 
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HETHRETn' 


The  Chinese  People's  Liberation  Army  flexed  its  military  muscle  soon  after  the  Hong  Kong  handover,  sending 
a  message  that  it  will  be  a  force  of  the  future. 


pline  that  is  absent  in  the  post-Cold  War 
era. 

Looking  Glass  Lost.  Threats  to  our  na- 
tional security,  once  seen  so  clearly 
through  the  prism  of  the  Cold  War,  be- 
came much  more  nebulous.  America, 
now  the  world's  only  superpower,  found 
itself  compelled  to  flex  its  military  mus- 
cle around  the  globe. 

The  Balkans,  Somalia,  Haiti  and  the 
Persian  Gulf  were  scenes  where  U.S. 
presidents  decided  to  use  force  to  protect 
our  interests.  Iraq,  which  only  a  decade 
ago  was  seen  as  a  friendly  counterweight 
to  Iranian  aggression,  suddenly  became 
the  target  of  the  largest  U.S.  military  op- 
eration since  Vietnam.  Humanitarian  and 
peace-keeping  missions  became  the  soup 
du  jour  for  our  military  forces. 

The  dilemma  for  military  planners: 
from  where  will  future  threats  to  Ameri- 
ca come,  and  in  what  form? 

We  are  susceptible  to  isolated  terror- 
ist actions  such  as  the  botched  attack  on 
the  World  Trade  Center  in  New  York  in 
1993.  However,  the  most  serious  act  of 
domestic  terrorism  was  the  bombing  of 
the  Federal  Building  in  Oklahoma  City, 
which  was  carried  out  by  a  disgruntled 
former  U.S.  serviceman  with  sacks  of 
fertilizer,  racing  fuel  and  a  rented  truck. 
Attacks  of  this  magnitude  are  great 
tragedies,  but  not  threats  to  our 
existence. 

More  pervasive  threats  are  capable  of 


being  made  on  our  vital  national  inter- 
ests. It  was  to  protect  such  a  vital  nation- 
al interest,  the  petroleum  resources  of 
the  Arabian  Peninsula,  that  we  fought 
the  Gulf  War  in  1991 .  Now  the  United 
States  and  our  NATO  allies  are  in  Yu- 
goslavia with  an  undefined  mission. 

NATO's  intervention  in  Kosovo 
would  have  been  unthinkable  during  the 
Cold  War.  The  United  States  and  its 
NATO  allies  stood  by  helplessly  as  the 
Soviet  Union  brutally  crushed  a  budding 
liberation  movement  in  Czechoslovakia, 
a  country  closer  to  the  heart  of  Europe 
and  with  much  stronger  ties  to  Western 
Europe  than  Serbia  or  its  Kosovo 
province.  We  looked  passively  as  a 
much  bloodier  repression  was  carried 
out  by  Pol  Pot  in  Cambodia.  Western 
Bloc  versus  Soviet  Bloc  tensions  pre- 
vented us  from  taking  action  in  those 
and  many  other  areas.  Conversely,  iron- 
fisted  communist  rule  by  Marshal  Tito 
in  Yugoslavia  kept  nationalist 
aspirations  of  the  Serbs,  Croats  and  Al- 
banians dormant  throughout  the  Cold 
War. 

Kosovo  also  illustrates  the  limits  of 
our  military  superpower  status.  In  his 


address  to  the  nation.  President  Clinton 
said,  "In  the  Balkans,  inaction  in  the 
face  of  brutality  simply  invites  more 
brutality."  Yet  he  was  unable  to  sum- 
mon the  will  of  either  NATO  or  the 
American  people  to  initially  commit  the 
ground  forces.  We  are  the  world's  only 
superpower,  but  we  remain  a  reluctant 
one.  We  are  willing  to  use  limited  force 
such  as  air  strikes  or  peace-keeping 
troops,  but  we  are  very  hesitant  to  spend 
the  lives  of  our  young  men  and  women 
in  uniform,  as  well  we  should,  unless 
there  is  a  clearly  defined  threat  to  our 
national  interests. 

So,  what  specific  threats  should  con- 
cern us? 

Recalling  our  experience  with  Iraq, 
we  must  protect  our  interests  in  the  Per- 
sian Gulf  region.  A  change  in  philoso- 
phy, ideology  or  leadership  could, 
overnight,  pose  a  direct  threat  to  the  oil 
which  is  so  vital  to  our  economy.  Our 
diplomats  are  reluctant  to  discuss  it 
openly,  but  many  of  the  countries  in  the 
region  are  unstable  and  have  recently  or 
soon  will  undergo  crises  in  succession  of 
their  leadership. 

During  the  Gulf  War  we  were  blessed 
with  a  dumb  enemy.  Had  the  Iraqis  con- 
tinued south  across  the  Saudi  Arabian 
border  after  rolling  over  Kuwait,  they 
could  have  overwhelmed  the  Saudis  and 
occupied  their  oil  fields.  They  could 
have  easily  captured  the  airfields  and 
port  facilities  we  used  as  staging  bases 
for  our  eventual  air  and  ground  cam- 
paigns in  Kuwait  and  Iraq.  In  1990,  the 
Iraqis  had  the  ability  to  quickly  conquer 
Bahrain,  Qatar  and  Oman  -  had  they 
made  the  decision  to  do  so. 

That  would  have  greatly  complicated 
the  situation  for  us;  without  those 
turnkey  facilities,  we  would  have  had  to 
fight  our  way  ashore  and  up  the  Arabian 
Peninsula.  Saddam  Hussein  could  have 
done  much  more  damage  to  the  world's 
oil  production  capability,  and  hence  the 
world's  economy,  if  he  had  done  to  the 
Saudi  oil  fields  what  he  did  to  those  in 
Kuwait. 

Implausible?  Not  at  all.  That  is  why 
the  Arab  states  in  the  region  are  reluctant 


The  dilemma  for  military  planners:, 
from  where  will  future  threats  to 
America  come,  and  in  what  form?' 
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Turkish  troops  curb  an  invasion  into  nortliern  Iraq  by  rebel  Kurds.  The  "Kurdish  problem"  is  a  concern  for  the  U.S. 


to  support  any  further  destabilization  of 
Saddam's  regime.  They  prefer  deahng 
with  "the  devil  they  know"  rather  than 
bet  on  what  might  emerge  in  Iraq  in  the 
wake  of  his  rule. 

There  is  a  sizable  Kurdish  minority 
in  northern  Iraq,  northwestern  Iran  and 
eastern  Turkey  which  holds  a  serious 
potential  for  instability  in  the  region. 
Although  of  late  the  Iranians  have  been 
seeking  some  rapprochement  with  the 
United  States,  Iran  is  gradually  rebuild- 
ing its  military  and  continues  to  support 
international  terrorism. 

The  United  States  is  a  superpower 
because  it  can  project  its  military  power 
far  from  its  shores.  Recapturing  the 
Arabian  Peninsula  would  be  difficult 
and  time  consuming.  But  we,  and  only 
we,  have  that  capability.  Our  power 
comes  from  our  unmatched  sealift  and 
airlift  resources.  We  also  have  a  forcible 
entry  capability  through  airborne  and 
amphibious  operations  that  no  other  na- 
tion can  come  close  to  matching.  We 
have  the  air  power,  both  land  and  carri- 
er-based, that  can  rapidly  gain  and 
maintain  air  superiority  in  any  comer  of 
the  world.  Add  the  formidable  firepow- 
er of  our  surface  and  sub-surface  war- 
ships, and  you  have  the  formula  which 
makes  us  the  world's  only  superpower. 

Dealing  with  the  last  great  empire  in 
the  world,  the  People's  Republic  of  Chi- 


na, is  a  vexing  problem  in  that  it 
appears  we  are  our  own  worst  enemy. 
By  transfer,  intellectual  piracy  or  flat- 
out  espionage,  we  have  handed  the  Chi- 
nese an  immense  amount  of  nuclear  and 
missile  technology.  Although  China  has 
a  large  military,  it  lacks  any  appreciable 
power  projection  capability:  It  has  little 
airlift  or  sealift  ability  and  is  a  threat 
only  to  places  to  which  the  Chinese  can 
march.  China  has  the  resources  to  con- 
duct a  cross  channel  attack  on  Taiwan, 
but  the  U.S.  Navy  could  check  such  a 
move. 

However,  CIA  Director  George  J. 
Tenet  testified  in  February  before  the 
Senate  Armed  Services  Committee  that, 
"China  is  also  developing  and  acquiring 
air  and  naval  systems  intended  to  deter 
the  United  States  from  involvement  in  a 
Taiwan  Strait  crisis  and  to  extend  Chi- 
na's fighting  capability  beyond  its 
coastline.  Although  China  does  not 
want  a  conflict  over  Taiwan,  it  refuses 
to  renounce  the  use  of  force  as  an  op- 
tion and  continues  to  place  its  best  new 
military  equipment  opposite  the  island." 

Some  argue  that  the  Chinese  Empire 
will  one  day  go  the  way  of  the  Soviet 
Empire,  although  I  think  it  will  be  later 
rather  than  sooner.  The  breakup  of  the 
Chinese  Empire  is  nothing  to  be 
sanguine  about.  Such  an  unstable  situa- 
tion could  easily  spin  out  of  control  and 
the  aftershocks  would  be 
felt  over  a  wide  area  for  a 
long  time. 


violent  disintegration  across  its  border 
into  South  Korea. 

Indeed,  Lt.  Gen.  Patrick  M.  Hughes, 
director  of  the  Defense  Intelligence 
Agency,  testified  before  the  Senate  Se- 
lect Committee  in  January  1998:  "Some 
form  of  significant  -  perhaps  violent  - 
change  is  likely  in  the  next  five  years." 

Many  defense  strategists  cite  the  hos- 
tility between  Greece  and  Turkey,  two 
NATO  partners,  as  a  potential 
flashpoint.  It  is,  but  of  even  greater  con- 
cern are  events  within  Turkey.  The 
growing  pressure  from  Islamic  funda- 
mentalists on  what  is  now  a  secular 
state,  and  the  unresolved  Kurdish  prob- 
lem in  eastern  Turkey  are  both  causes 
for  concern.  This  is  a  trouble  spot  where 
we  have  treaty  obligations,  military 
bases  and  important  national  interests. 

As  defense  analysts  survey  the  world, 
they  note  other  countries  and  regions 
that  also  give  cause  for  concern.  Most 
notably  is  the  instability  in  Central  Asia 
among  some  Republics  of  the  former 
Soviet  Union,  the  continual  friction  be- 
tween the  two  nuclear-capable  powers  of 
Pakistan  and  India,  and  sub-Saharan 
Africa  where  many  ethnic  tribal  conflicts 
continue  to  be  a  problem.  These  areas 
pose  no  direct  threats  to  our  vital  nation- 
al interests,  but  as  we  have  seen  in  So- 
malia and  Rwanda,  they  carry  the  poten- 
tial for  humanitarian  or  peace-keeping 
intervention  if  our  political  leadership  so 
directs.  Terrorist  attacks  on  U.S.  embas- 
sies such  as  those  in  Kenya  and  Tanza- 
nia are  the  object  of  constant  vigilance, 
but  no  significant  threat  to  our  vital  in- 
terests exists  in  these  regions. 

Terrorism  is  one  of  a  few  remaining 
"isms"  against  which  we  must  remain  on 
guard  now  that  communism  and  fascism 
have  largely  disappeared.  Of  equal  or 
even  greater  danger  to  our  interests  may 
be  militant  Islamic  fundamentalism  in 
Turkey,  Egypt  and  Algeria  and  that  old 
bugaboo,  nationalism. 

There  are  many  on-going  separatist 
struggles  that  could  heat  up  and  spill 
over  to  pose  problems  for  the  United 
States,  just  as  they  have  in  the  Balkans. 

Cyber  attacks,  the  illicit  drug  trade  and 
illegal  immigration  are  threats  or  dangers 
to  our  well  being;  but  in  my  opinion  are 
better  dealt  with  by  our  intelligence  com- 
munity, other  federal  agencies  or  even  the 
National  Guard.  There  is  a  role  for  the 
Defense  Department  to  play  in  these,  but 
taking  a  leading  role  would  detract  from 
the  military's  true  mission,  which  is  to 
fight  our  battles  and  win  our  wars.  □ 


Fred  Peck,  a  retired  Marine  colonel, 
served  as  a  senior  spokesman  for  Oper- 
ation Restore  Hope  in  Somalia. 
Article  design:  Caron  Morales 


Because  of  America's  dependence  on  petroleum,  the  attack  on  Kuwait's 
oil  fields  posed  a  valid  threat  to  United  States  national  interests. 


Fighting  For  Food.  In 

North  Korea,  the  regime  of 
dictator  Kim  Chong-il  of- 
ten seems  ready  to  collapse 
under  its  own  weight.  The 
North  Koreans  cannot  even 
feed  their  people  and 
something  must  give.  Re- 
i  unification  of  Korea  may 
come  sooner  than  expect- 
ed, but  at  great  cost.  The 
possibility  also  exists  for  a 
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COMMENTARY 


I  N  THESE  waning  months  of 
the  20th  century,  much  is 
being  said  about  the  aston- 
ishing advances  symbohzed 
by  the  automobile,  the  air- 
plane, penicillin  and  the 
computer.  Little  has  been 
said  about  a  most  remark- 
able advance  in  the  affairs  of 
man  -  the  emergence  of  the 

 I  United  States  military. 

Armies  and  navies  have  existed  through- 
out history  either  to  defend  or  to  conquer 
territory.  Great  powers  became  known  as 
such  because  they  used  power  either  to 
impose  their  rule  upon,  or  simply  destroy, 
others. 

Not  so  America,  in  this  American  of 
centuries. 

The  nation  that  could  have  chosen  to 
rule  the  world  has  used  its  armed  forces, 
instead,  to  restrain  others  who  aspired  to 
I  do  so.  Americans  in  large  numbers  have 
I  been  prepared  to  die  abroad  with  no  ex- 
I  pectation  of  territorial  gain.  Moreover,  as 
I  soon  as  it  was  practicable,  military  rule 

1  over  conquered  territory  was  replaced  with 

2  local  civilian  control.  In  the  process,  the 
seeds  of  a  constitutional  existence  were 
planted  in  countries  where  the  indigenous 


Protesters  for  and  against  the  Vietnam  War  are  still  at  odds.  The  issue  today,  though,  is  which  side  will  guide 
the  future  of  America. 


Balint  Vazsonyi  believes,  to  win  the  30  years  war, 
America  needs  to  return  to  the  principles  penned  hy 
its  founding  fathers. 


population  had  proved  incapable  of  estab- 
lishing it  on  its  own.  Germany  and  Japan 
are  the  prime  examples. 

There  has  never  been  a  force  like  the 
American  military.  And  there  has  never 
been  a  country  like  America.  For  the  past 
30  years,  however,  all  aspects  of  our 
lives,  including  our  institutions,  have 
been  moving  away  from  America's 
founding  principles.  Like  a  compass, 
these  principles  -  rule  of  law,  individual 
rights,  guaranteed  property  and  a  com- 
mon American  identity  -  have  provided 
bearing  for  two  centuries. 

As  America  moves  in  this  direction,  it 
heads  closer  to  the  sole  realistic  alterna- 
tive. The  altemative  is  one  we  call  by 
pseudonyms  because  we  are  reluctant  to 
confront  its  proper  name  -  communism. 
This  communism  is  not  the  same  as  Stal- 
in's gulag  or  Mao's  cultural  revolution. 
Instead  it  is  a  logical  end  where  the  objec- 
tive of  socialism  has  been  achieved. 

I  Pledge  Allegiance.  As  an  immigrant 
from  communist  Hungary,  I  believe  there 
has  never  been  a  country  like  the  United 
States.  That  realization  must  hit  every 
immigrant  who  comes  to  this  country.  It 
certainly  hit  me  40  years  ago  when  I  ar- 
rived. It  prompted  me  to  embark  on  a 
long  joumey  of  discovery  about  the  na- 
ture of  this  land,  and  how  it  transforms  all 
who  come  to  live  here. 

However,  30  years  ago,  America  be- 
gan to  change.  Some  people  began  to 
change.  As  time  went  on,  the  changes 
became  increasingly  ominous.  I  spent 
most  of  my  life  as  a  touring  concert  pi- 
anist, merely  thinking  about  political  phi- 
losophy, not  engaging  in  it.  For  many 
years,  my  thoughts  and  my  ever  greater 
fears  about  the  changes  ended  up  as  con- 
versations around  dinner  tables. 

The  developing  dialogue,  the  opportu- 
nity of  the  1994  elections  for  a  retum  to 
core  principles,  and  a  growing  sense  dur- 
ing 1995  that  the  opportunity  was  being 
wasted,  led  to  the  establishment  of  the 
Center  for  the  American  Founding.  By 
that  time,  I  had  realized  that  America's 
founding  principles  held  the  key  to  the 
freedom,  the  prosperity,  the  unparalleled 
success  this  nation  has  enjoyed.  In  an  at- 
tempt to  articulate  the  most  indispensable 
of  these  principles,  I  was  also  guided  by 
the  inspired  wisdom  of  the  founding  fa- 
thers. They  understood  that  the  fewer  the 
laws,  the  broader  the  agreement.  The 
same  applies  to  principles. 

Four  principles,  like  the  points  of  a 
compass,  seemed  to  define  America  to  the 
point  where  the  absence  of  any  would 
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"Reaction  to  my  book,  'America's  30  Years 
War'  has  confirmed  my  long-standing 
belief,  namely  that  millions  of  Americans 
would  welcome  the  opportunity  to 
reconnect  with  America's  basic  ideals 
and  detach  themselves  from  the  alien 
philosophy  that  has  taken  hold  in  the  land.' 


students  asked  "What's  wrong  with  winning  the  Vietnam  War?" 
America's  founders  would  have  agreed:  "Absolutely  nothing." 


produce  a  different  way  of  life  -  with 
alarming  resemblance  to  that  of  failed 
societies. 

The  North  Star  of  these  principles  is 
the  rule  of  law.  Not  just  any  law,  of 
course,  but  the  Constitution.  Laws  incon- 
sistent with  the  Constitution  lead  to  law- 
lessness. Next,  individual  rights  -  the 
only  ones  affirmed  by  the  framers.  Group 
rights,  as  even  Sen.  Daniel  Patrick 
Moynihan,  D-N.Y.,  recognized  in  1964, 
have  no  place  in  the  United  States 
because  they  are  in  conflict  with  the 
greatest  aspiration  of  man:  equality  before 
the  law. 

Among  individual  rights,  special  im- 
portance attaches  to  the  right  to  acquire, 
hold  and  freely  dispose  of  property.  The 
unbreakable  bond  that  joins  property  and 
liberty  has  been  known  since  the  writing 
of  the  Magna  Carta  in  1215.  That  is  why 
the  infringement  on  liberty  always  begins 
with  the  denial  of  property  rights.  Last  but 
not  least  is  our  common  American  identi- 
ty -  repository  of  our  moral  code, 
expressed  in  our  common  language,  foun- 
dation of  our  work  ethic  as  well  as  our 
fierce  independence.  George  Washington 
thought  the  word  "American"  so  impor- 
tant that  he  underlined  it  twice  in  his 
farewell  address. 

To  better  understand  socialism,  it  will 
be  helpful  not  to  think  of  it  in  narrow 
terms.  Socialism  is  simply  continental 
Europe's  answer  to  British  and  American 
concepts  of  liberty,  morality,  property  and 
common  law  applied  equally  to  all.  While 
it  has  produced  horrors  in  the  extreme  - 
Germany's  Third  Reich,  the  Soviet 
Union,  Mao's  China  and  others  -  at  its 
foundations  socialism  is  simply  a  theory 
that  is  the  complete  opposite  of  the  politi- 


cal philosophy  upon  which  the 
United  States  was  established. 

The  theory,  originating 
mostly  from  France  and  Ger- 
many, foresees  the  creation  of 
the  perfect  society  in  which  no 
one  wants  more  than  one's  fair 
share,  and  no  one  suffers  from 
unfulfilled  needs.  In  other 
words,  a  society  in  which  so- 
cial justice  has  been  achieved. 
It  further  proposes  that  chosen  humans 
who  know  how  the  perfect  society  ought 
to  function  have  the  right  to  impose  their 
superior  understanding  on  all  others.  The 
troubles  begin  when  some  of  the  others 
do  not  wish  to  be  led  into  paradise.  This  is 
especially  likely  in  English-speaking 
countries,  where  people  have  always  rec- 
ognized the  limitations  of  man,  and  where 
the  aspiration  never  was  an  imaginary 
perfect  world,  but  the  unrestricted  chance 
for  the  individual  to  achieve  the  best  pos- 
sible thi-ough  hard  work. 

But  what  is  wrong  with  social  justice? 
No  one  seems  to  know  what  social  justice 
is  beyond  some  vague  notion  that  it 
would  be  nice  to  live  in  a  world  where 
everybody  has  everything.  The  term  sim- 
ply provides  cover  to  take  away  and  re- 
distribute what  other  people  have  spent 
their  life  eaming.  I  have  been  offering 
$1,000  to  anyone  who  can  define  social 
justice;  no  takers  in  sight. 

As  for  the  need  to  emphasize  the 
French  and  German  origins  of  the  idea, 
it's  important  to  realize  that,  as  well  as 
great  art,  literature  and  technology,  these 
nations  have  consistently  produced  failing 
political  institutions.  It  is  even  more  im- 
portant not  to  mistake  the  passing  of  the 
Soviet  Union  for  the  passing  of  socialism. 
And,  significantly,  socialists  have  always 
seen  the  English-speaking  world  as  the 
ultimate  obstacle  frustrating  their  attempts 
to  conquer  the  world.  Just  ask  Lenin, 
Hitler  or  Stalin. 

Today's  Socialism.  That  is  why  it  is  a 
contradiction  in  terms  to  be  American 
and  socialist.  It  also  explains  why  so- 
cialists loathe  America's  military  in  par- 
ticular. Their  current  solution:  to  shift 


its  role  from  national  defense  to  a  global 
humanitarian  force. 

Who  are  America's  sociaUsts?  That's 
a  difficult  question,  because  socialists 
realized  30  years  ago  that  the  word  had  to 
go  if  the  idea  were  to  succeed.  That  was 
when  they  induced  almost  an  entire  gen- 
eration to  repudiate  America's  founding 
principles.  It  was  when  they  replaced  the 
rule  of  law  with  the  search  for  social  jus- 
tice, individual  rights  with  group  rights, 
security  of  property  with  redistribution 
through  entitlements  and  our  common 
American  identity  with  multiculturalism. 

By  now,  millions  of  Americans  pro- 
mote the  socialist  agenda  without  having 
the  slightest  idea  about  it,  or  any  intention 
to  do  so.  Beginning  in  the  late  1960s, 
they  have  been  persuaded  that  caring 
about  other  humans,  or  animals,  or  air 
and  water  -  age-old  American  traits  - 
were  really  the  domain  of  socialism,  now 
renamed  liberalism  (or  progressivism, 
environmentalism,  feminism  or  simply 
compassion)  because  America's  original 
principles,  they  claimed,  had  failed  to 
deliver  social  justice. 

Reaction  to  my  book,  "America's  30 
Years  War,"  has  confirmed  my  long- 
standing belief  that  millions  of  Ameri- 
cans would  welcome  the  opportunity  to 
reconnect  with  America's  basic  ideals 
and  detach  themselves  from  the  alien  phi- 
losophy that  has  taken  hold  in  the  land.  □ 

Balint  Vazsonyi  is  the  author  of 
"America's  30  Years  War:  Who  Is  Win- 
ning?" and  director  of  the  Center  for 
the  American  Founding.  In  an  effort  to 
restore  the  principles  penned  by  Ameri- 
ca's  founding  fathers,  Vazsonyi  hopes  to 
travel  to  each  state  capitol  prior  to  the 
2000  election  and  encourage  Americans 
to  sign  a  pledge  to  "Re-elect  America." 
The  bus  tour  will  begin  Februaiy  28, 
2000,  and  conclude  in  Philadelphia  July 
4th.  Information  about  the  tour  can  be 
found  at  www.founding.org  or  by  writ- 
ing to  the  Center  for  the  American 
Founding,  1401  Chain  Bridge  Rd.,  Suite  . 
100,  McLean,  VA  22101. 

Article  design:  Caron  Morales 
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Official  Full-Length  Commemorative  of  America's  Finest  Hour 

VICTORY  IN  QIROPt 

Acclaimed  26-Episode  WORLD-WAR  II  Rare  Footage! 
^1^^     Includes  Operation  OverAord... 
Liberation  of. 


Sicily,  Operation  Husky 
•  Assault  On  Italy  •  Rise  And  Fall 
Of  A  Dictator*  The  Gl,  Hero  01  The 
War  •  Victory  In  Italy 
•  Preparation  For  Invasion 


Volume  #3 


D-Day,  June  6th 

•  Beachhead  And  Breakthrough 

•  Liberation  Of  Paris  •  Pursuit 
•The  Battle  Of  Supply 'The  Air 
War  •The  Battle  Of  The  Bulge 


Volume  #4 


Crossing  The  Rhine  •  Overrunning 
Germany  •  Victory's  Aftermath 
•  American  IVIilitary  Government 
•  Russia  •  Review 


Complete  4-Volume  Set... By  Far  The  Most  Authentic  Official  Battle  Footage  Ever 
Released!  Includes  Both  U.S.  Military  and  Captured  Wermacht  and  Luftwaffe  Films 


Here  in  official  combat  films  are  the  fiercest  fighting 
moments  of  World  War  II,  just  as  they  were  origi- 
nally lived  by  G.l.s  in  the  foxholes. .  .and  viewed  at 
command  headquarters  by  Eisenhower,  Montgomery  and 
the  German  General  Staff  in  history's  bloodiest  death-strug- 
gle. Here  are  the  great  tank  battles  of  North  Africa  that 
crushed  the  "Desert  Fox's"  once  invincible  Panzers... and 
set  the  stage  for  Patton's  thunderbolt  assault  on  Sicily  and 
Italy,  that  gave  the  Nazi's  their  first  taste  of  an  "American 
Blitz"!  Here  in  zoom-lens  footage,  filmed  in  the  heat  of  bat- 
tle, is  the  Invasion  of  Normandy— the  breakthrough  to 
Paris— the  Battle  of  the  Bulge— the  Crossing  of  the  Rhine— 
and  the  final  mop-up  of  Germany  that  ended  Hitler's  dreams 
of  a  1,000-year  Reich. 

Every  Major  Infantry,  Tank  and  Air  Battle  From  Ike's 
First  Surprise  Death-Trap  In  The  Sands  Of  The  Sahara— 

To  The  Ultimate  Hammer  Blows  That  Smashed  The 
Siegfried  Line  and  Drove  The  Wermacht,  The  Luftwaffe 
and  S.S.  To  Unconditional  Surrender! 
Why  it's  all  so  authentic  your  TV  will  actually  vibrate  from 
the  roar  of  the  artillery— the  city-flattening  devastation  of 
Flying  Fortress  air  raids. .  .the  fiery  explosions  of  shells  and 
grenades  in  these  never-before  released  films  of  close-up 
mortal  combat.  Yes,  you'll  actually  feel  like  you're  in  the  tur- 
ret of  a  Sherman  tank  racing  through  the  Sahara,  Italy, 
France  and  Germany  with  a  ringside  seat  to  the  fires  of  Hell 
that  swept  across  Europe  for  over  4  years! 

Filmed  and  sound-recorded  by  U.S.  military  on-site  cam- 
eramen, here  on  four  incredible  videos  are  over  12  hours  of 
the  battle-by-battle  history  of  our  WWII  Victory  in  Europe. 
It's  a  complete  video  encyclopedia  of  the  history  of  land  and 
air  warfare  in  Wortd  War  II... all  26  full-length  features. 
Guaranteed  to  electrify,  educate  and  entertain  you  and  your 


family  for  countless  years  to  come!  Thousands  of  unofficial 
and  shorter  length  collections  have  sold  for  as  much  as 
$149.95.  But  on  this  special,  limited-edition,  first  release 
they're  yours  at  almost  a  giveaway  price  if  you  ACT  NOW! 

,  iMAIL  NO-RISK  COUPON  TODAYI  


1999  VEAB-0040 


VIDEO  BARGAINS,  Dept.  veab-oo40 

One  Eversley  Ave.,  Norwalk,  CT  06851-5844 

Please  rush  me  those  Victory  In  Europe  Documentaries 

on  Video  Tape  I  have  checked  below  on  your  full  money 
back  guarantee  (less  p&h)  it  not  delighted. 

□  VOL.  #1  7  Original  Uncut  programs  only  $9.98 

□  VOL.  #2  6  Original  Uncut  programs  only  S9.98 

□  VOL.  #3  7  Original  Uncut  programs  only  $9.98 

□  VOL.  #4  6  Original  Uncut  programs  only  $9.98 

□  SAVE  BIG!  All  VOLUMES  for  only  $36.98. 

Add  only  $5  P&H  no  matter  how  many  volumes  you  order. 

□  Special  Rush  Priority  Delivery  Option  add  an  additional 
$5  P&H:  Total  $10  P&H 

Enclosed  is  $  CT  Res.  add  6%  sales  tax. 


CHARGE  IT: 

Acct.  #  

Exp.  Date  _ 

Name  

Address  

City  


□  VISA  □  MasterCard 


-Zip 


The  pilot  of  an  Air  Force  B-52H  bomber  scans  the  horizon  for  aircraft  during  a  mission  over  Kosovo. 


ffiMiailPUM 


The  United  States 
must  pay  closer 
attention  to  foreign 
poiicy  and  solve 
overseas  problems 
before  they 
become  crises. 


Sen.  Richard  Lugar,  R-Ind.,  addressed 
the  annual  Armed  Forces  Day  banquet  in 
Indianapolis  May  21 .  He  discussed  for- 
eign policy  as  it  relates  to  the  Kosovo  situ- 
ation. Lugar  wrote  this  commentaiy  for 
The  American  Legion  Magazine  based  on 
that  speech. 

 1  HE  POTENTIAL  for  conflict 

in  Kosovo  iiad  been  discussed 
by  observers  of  the  region  for 
years.  About  90  percent  of  the 
roughly  two  milHon  people 
living  in  Kosovo  were  of  Al- 
banian ancestry.  Only  10  per- 
cent were  Serbian.  But  Serbia 
retained  tight  control  over  the 
province.  Given  the  desire  for 

 I  a  return  to  autonomy  by  the 

Albanian  majority  in  Kosovo,  the  historic 
importance  assigned  to  Kosovo  by  the 


Serbs  and  the  demonstrated  willingness  of 
the  Milosevic  regime  to  use  ethnic  conflict 
to  build  domestic  political  support,  a  con- 
flict was  almost  inevitable  without  imagina- 
tive and  early  international  intervention. 
However,  there  was  insufficient  attention  to 
the  powder  keg  in  Kosovo  until  it  reached 
the  crisis  stage. 

In  recent  years,  little  attention  was  paid 
to  foreign  policy  by  the  president.  Congress 
or  the  American  people  until  a  crisis  was 
upon  us.  For  years  the  administration  gave 
insufficient  attention  to  the  root  cause  of  the 
problem  in  the  Balkans  -  the  lack  of 
democracy  in  Yugoslavia  and  the  presence 
of  a  regime  with  a  history  of  aggression. 


Sen.  Richard  Lugar,  R-Ind.,  is  the  senior 
Republican  member  of  the  Senate  Foreign 
Relations  and  Intelligence  Committees. 
Article  design:  Caron  Morales 


20  •  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  MAGAZINE  • 


AUGUST  1999 


Why  Are  We  Giving  Away  Our  Autlientic  WWII  Air  Force  Style 


price 
•tag 

See  why* 


Full  military^ 
action  cut 


The  Return  of  a  Styling  Legend— 
without  the  $279S5  Price  Tag 

•  Full  front  zipper  •  Action  fasteners 

•  Full  action  cut  •  Military  cuffs 

•  Two  full  cargo  pockets 

•  Warm  plusli  acrylic  collar 

•  Military  ribbed  waist  band 

*Others'  expensive  leather  jackets  with  similar 
looks  and  style  sell  elsewhere  for  up  to 
$279.95.  Now  you  can  proudly  wear  our 
authentic  WWII  Air  Force-Style  B-15  Bomber- 
Jacket  tailored  for  action  of  glove-soft  Aero- 
Dyne™  polyurethane  in  classic  Bomber-Jacket 
Brown  for  only  $1 4.95.  Guaranteed  for  lifetime 
wear  or  your  money  back,  excluding  shipping 
&  handling.  Hurry! 

"2-Day  Express  Delivery— In  most  cases  orders  for  In-stock  items  will 
be  shipped  within  2  business  days  after  we  receive  and  process  your 
order  and  should  arrive  2  business  days  later.  ©1999  Direct  Mari^eting 
Enterprises  Ltd.,  D/B/A  Bright-Life,  1200  Shames  Drive,  Westbury,  NY  11590  P3 


•  Small  or  Medium-order  Men's  Small 
oVllo  •  Size  Large-order  Men's  Medium 
S'ZES    ,  Sizes  XL  or  XXL-order  Men's  L  or  XL 


i[»iva»i;iii=i>;:<»»ivju;i[Wi 


Bomber  Jacket 

ltem# 

Price 

How  many? 

Total 

SAVE 

Small 

51972 

$14.95 

$ 

EVEN 
MORE 

Medium 

51973 

$14.95 

$ 

Any  2 
for  $28 
Any  3 

Large 

51974 

$14.95 

$ 

X- Large 

51975 

$16.95 

$ 

for  $39 

XX-Large 

51976 

$16.95 

$ 

Make  check  to  Bright-Life  or  charge 
□  VISA  □  MASTERCARD 
□  DISCOVER  □  AMERICAN  EXPRESS 
Card  #:  (Enter  all  13  to  16  card  numbers  below) 


Mr/Mrs 
Miss/Ms . 


Address .. 

City  

State/Zip  . 


Price  Total  (from  above) 

$ 

Shipping  &  handling 
$4.75  tor  each  jacket 

$ 

**2-Day  Express  Delivery: 
Add  extra  $6.75  to 
tnln  above  shpg.  &  hdlg. 

$ 

Subtotal 

$ 

In  NY,  OH  &VA  add  sales  tax 

$ 

(RG52004-40)  Grand  Total 

$ 

!|  Bright-Life,  Bomber  Jacket,  Dept.  570-395, 1  ^c^r^di'caTinK' 
Box  3700,  Hicksville,  NY  11855  516-334-6920 


'Little  attention  was 
paid  to  foreign  poiicy 
by  tiie  president, 
Congress  or  tite  | 
American  people  until  , 
a  crisis  was  upon  us." 


Two  refugee  children  watch  as  rehef  supphes  are  unloaded  from  a  U.S.  Navy  helicopter  at  Camp  Hope 
near  Fler,  Albania.  The  helicopter  was  hauling  supplies  from  the  USS  Inchon  in  the  Adriatic  Sea. 


The  United  States  and  NATO  should 
have  been  working  much  earher  to  sup- 
port democratic  forces  in  Serbia. 

Involve  Congress  Sooner.  As  the  war 

was  about  to  stail,  members  of  Congress 
were  huixied  to  a  Capitol  Hill  briefing 
March  1 8  by  Secretary  of  Defense  Bill 
Cohen,  Secretai^  of  State  Madeline  Al- 
bright, Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  Chairman 
Gen.  Hugh  Shelton  and  National  Security 
Advisor  Sandy  Berger.  Many  senators 
who  had  not  been  following  the  situation 
closely  were  visibly  shaken  and  alarmed 
that  the  United  States  was  about  to  launch 
a  war. 

I  asked  Senate  Majority  Leader  Trent 
Lott,  R-Miss.,  to  ask  the  president  to  meet 
with  the  leadership  of  the  House  and  Sen- 
ate, and  inform  Congress  of  the  adminis- 
tration's plans.  The  next  day,  the  presi- 
dent and  his  advisors  met  with  us  in  the 
living  quarters  of  the  White  House.  We 
met  again  the  following  Tuesday,  March 
22.  By  then  the  situation  in  Kosovo  had 
deteriorated  substantially  and  there  was 
evidence  that  Serbian  forces  had  crossed 
the  border  in  large  numbers.  During  that 
meeting  we  received  word  from  Ambas- 
sador Holbrooke  that  Milosevic  had  re- 
jected NATO  demands,  saying:  "No! 
Never!" 

We  encouraged  the  president  to  ask 
Congress  for  authority  and  support  for 
military  action  that  appeared  to  be 
inevitable.  He  reluctantly  sent  a  message 
asking  for  approval  of  a  bombing  cam- 
paign, and  the  Senate  voted  58-41  to  give 
him  this  authority.  I  voted  for  it. 

A  debate  had  occurred,  but  it  was 


hardly  an  adequate  execution  of 
Congress'  responsibility  to  declare  war. 
The  House,  on  March  11,  had  debated 
and  voted  on  an  unrelated  resolution  au- 
thorizing U.S.  troops  to  participate  in  a 
peacekeeping  mission  in  Kosovo.  Even 
most  senators  who  voted  for  the  resolu- 
tion to  approve  bombing  were  unsatisfied 
with  the  timeliness  of  the  information 
provided  by  the  administration  and  the 
explanations  of  how  the  war  was  to  be 
prosecuted. 

The  president  hoped  to  prevent,  or  at 
least  deter,  the  Serbs  from  using  ethnic 
cleansing  to  drive  the  Albanians  from 
Kosovo,  and  that  subsequently  Kosovo 
would  become  an  autonomous  region  of 
Serbia.  Within  the  first  few  days,  the 
world  witnessed  the  failure  of  the  first 
objective.  Whether  the  second  objective 
is  possible  over  the  long  run,  given  the 
continued  leadership  of  President  Milose- 
vic and  other  convicted  war  criminals,  is 
subject  to  severe  doubt. 

Our  objective  might  have  been  the  end 
of  the  Milosevic  regime,  a  democratic 
Serbia  and  an  interim  government  for 
Kosovo  and  Serbia  administered  by 
NATO. 

Contingency  Plans.  In  each  of  the  four 
congressional  meetings  I  attended  with 
the  president,  I  asked:  "What  if  your 
bombing  plan  doesn't  work  even  for  your 
limited  objectives?  What  is  'plan  B?'  "  I 
pushed  the  point,  along  with  other  law- 
makers, that  he  must  prepare  alternatives. 

Milosevic  did  not  back  down  when 
the  NATO  bombs  began  falling.  He  de- 
clared his  objective  was  the  removal  of 


ethnic  Albanians  and  the  establishment  of 
a  Serbian  Kosovo.  His  troops  used  terror 
to  expel  the  majority  of  Albanian  Koso- 
vars,  while  destroying  their  houses,  con- 
fiscating their  bank  accounts  and  seizing 
or  invalidating  their  identification  papers. 
They  randomly  massacred  large  groups 
of  Kosovars  and  pledged  to  kill  any 
Kosovo  Liberation  Army  members  that 
feU  into  their  hands.  A  week  into  the 
fighting  Milosevic  had  achieved  his  basic 
objectives. 

Meanwhile,  at  least  850,000  Koso- 
vars were  housed  in  camps  in  Macedo- 
nia, Albania  and  other  countries.  The 
refugees  represented  not  only  a  huge 
expense,  but  also  a  potential  source  of 
instability  for  the  countries  keeping 
them.  The  United  States  and  NATO 
were  left  to  deal  with  these  problems 
through  hasty  improvisation. 

Decisive  Leadership  Needed.  Being  a 
member  of  an  alliance  brings  certain  lim- 
itations in  exchange  for  the  benefits  of 
additional  resources,  manpower  and 
moral  credibility.  The  dynamics  of  the 
NATO  operation,  for  example,  required 
the  assent  of  all  19  members  for  specific 
military  actions.  With  19  countries  pub- 
licly debating  the  bombing  target-by- 
target,  surprise  was  impossible. 

But  the  United  States  must  recognize 
that  it  is  more  than  just  another  member 
of  the  alliance.  We  are  the  leader  of 
NATO,  and  as  such,  we  must  exercise 
effective  persuasion.  During  previous 
diplomatic  efforts  regarding  Bosnia  and 
during  the  Kosovo  operation,  the  Clin- 
ton administration  has  been  prone  to  use 
alliance  disagreement  to  avoid  hard  de- 
cisions. 

The  United  States,  as  the  alliance's 
leader,  must  present  a  strong  and  coher- 
ent case  backed  by  the  weight  of  Ameri- 
can diplomatic  and  military  power.  In 
most  cases,  alliance  members  welcome 
resolute  leadership  from  the  United 
States. 

Greater  Allied  Contributions.  When  I 
addressed  an  assembly  of  NATO  leaders 
in  Washington  April  23, 1  said,  "Rough 
parity  between  the  United  States  and  Eu- 
ropean forces  in  the  ability  to  project 
power  and  sustain  these  types  of  opera- 
tions is  a  reasonable  goal."  Military 
strategists  believe  the  conflicts  of  the  21st 
century  will  require  NATO  members  to 
rapidly  deploy  forces  over  long  distances 
and  sustain  these  operations  for  extended 
periods  of  time.  While  Europeans  remain 
an  integral  part  of  European  defense, 
however,  their  likely  contributions  to  fu- 
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Honor  Your  Heroes 


And  Help  Us  Pave  The 
Road  To  Victor): 


i' 


Stephen  E.  Ambrose 


We  all  have  someone  in  our  lives  who 
we  think  exemplifies  courage  and  honor, 
who  loves  his  or  her  country  with  a  passion 
The  National  D-Day  Museum  is  being  built  in  New  Orleans  -  home  of  the 
Higgins  Boat  (LCVP)  which  Gen.  Eisenhower  credited  with 
winning  the  war.  The  museum  will  commemorate  the  men 
and  women  who  made  the  Allied  Victory  possible  in  World 
War  II.  But  it  is  also  a  place  to  remember  what 
qualities  make  heroes  out  of  everyday  people. 
A  special  Victory  Road  will  be  located  on  the 
main  floor  of  the  Museum,  which  will  open  to  the  public  on 
June  6, 2000.  You  have  an  opportunity  to  reserve  one  or  more  '>"'■" 
of  a  limited  number  of  engraved  bricks,  in  someone's  honor,  that  will  be 
seen  by  millions  of  visitors  over  the  next  few  years 

Please  act  quickly!  Bricks  are  limited,  so 
order  yours  today  to  ensure  your  hero  a  ,,^prrt^i^===T'fe««Ji«  I 
place  in  history  ^^t^  "~  ^  ^  -  '  -  'T^  "sft  2 


The  National  D-Day  Museum 
located  in  New  Orleans,  Louisiana 
vebsite:  www.ddaymuseum.org 


le  in  woria 

5^ 


Mail  to:  The  Road  to  Victory  Campaign  •  P.O.  Box  30494  •  New  Orleans,  LA  70190-0494 
You  can  fax  orders  to:  (504)  558-0344. 
Please  reserve  my  personalized  brick(s): 

Number    @  $100  each  Total  $   


Your  contribution  to  this  501(c)(3)  is  tax  deductible. 

□  I  have  enclosed  a  check  or  money  order  payable  to  The  National  D-Day  Museum. 

□  Please  bill  my  credit  card,  □  Visa  □  MC  □  Amex  □  Discover  Exp.  date  

CREDIT  CARD  ORDERS  PROCESSED  THROUGH  UNO  FOUNDATION. 

Card* 


Signature_ 


PLEASE  TYPE  OR  PRINT  LEGIBLY.   USE  A  BALLPOIN  T 

Name 


City_ 
Date 


Zip. 


Daytii 


Phone  number 


ENGRAVING  INFORMATION 

Only  one  character  (letter,  number,  or  punctuation  mark)  or  space  per  block.  To  order  more  than  one  brick, 
print  engraving  information  for  each  additional  brick  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  and  enclose  with  your 
order  Each  brick  can  have  three  lines  with  as  many  as  18  characters  per  line. 
First  Brick 


Sample 


C    fl    P    T    fl  I 


Allow  5-6  weeks  to  receive  your  certificate  of  donation.  The  National  D-Day  Museum  reserves  the  right  to 
refuse  to  engrave  anv  message  or  material  that  it  determines  to  be  inappropriate,  such  as  telephone  numbers 
political  messages  and  suggestive  wording.  If  you  need  additional  inlormation,  please  call  (504)  525-1544. 


I 


Pride  Scooters  will  get  you  there. 


Whether  your  adventure  is  a  race  across  the  desert  or  a 
ride  through  the  park.  Pride  Scooters  will  get  you  there 
in  comfort  and  style. 

Join  the  thousands  of  satisfied  Pride  Scooter  owners 
who  are  enjoying  more  active  and  rewarding  lifestyles 
on  their  stylish  Pride  Scooters. 

For  a  free  color  brochure  &  s^^g^  ^«k^f" 
the  name  of  an  Authorized  |>»XQQ>^QQ»5035 

Pride  Provider  near  you  call:  *  ^ 

Pride  Scooters  are  available  only  through  Authorized  Pride  Providers. 
Yes!  I  would  like  to  know  more  about  the  beautiful  Pride  Scooters! 

Name  


Address. 

City  

Zip  


Phone  (- 


.State. 
-)• 


(required) 

Mail  To:  Pride  Mobility  Products  Corp. 

182  Susquehanna  Ave.  Exeter,  PA  18643 


U.S.  Navy  air  traffic  controllers  man  the  radar  screens  of  the  Air  Operations  Center  on  board  the  USS 
Theodore  Roosevelt  during  NATO  Operation  Allied  Force. 


ture  wars  are  not  commensurate  with  their 
responsibilities.  The  Clinton  administra- 
tion and  its  successor  must  press  Euro- 
peans for  a  more  equitable  division  of 
labor. 

When  military  operations  do  occur,  the 
president  must  be  personally  involved  in 
securing  foreign  financial  contributions, 
military  commitments,  humanitarian  aid, 
homes  for  refugees,  etc.  Before  the  Gulf 
War,  President  Bush  demonstrated  how  a 
president  working  the  phones  can  bolster 
the  intemational  alliance  and  secure  con- 
tributions from  a  wide  array  of  nations, 
raising  an  astounding  $53.5  billion  from 
allies  to  offset  U.S.  war  expenses. 

Many  members  of  Congress  have  wor- 
ried that  Kosovo  is  a  distraction  from 
more  fundamental  foreign  policy 
concerns,  and  that  we  should  be  reserving 
our  military  strength  for  other  potential 
conflicts.  Undoubtedly,  any  decision  to 
use  military  force  must  take  into  account 
the  wider  context  of  our  global  commit- 
ments. But  the  fact  is,  in  Kosovo,  we  have 
been  engaged  in  the  largest  war  we  have 
had  since  1991.  The  Clinton  administra- 
tion stumbled  into  this  war  without  a 
detailed  plan. 

Overwhelming  Force  Needed.  One  of 

the  primary  principles  of  attack  taught  in 
military  schools  is  the  use  of  overwhelm- 
ing force.  NATO's  battle  plan  violated 
this  principle  from  the  outset.  President 
Clinton,  with  full  forethought,  gave  a 
speech  on  the  first  night  of  the  bombing, 
explaining  that  we  would  not  use  ground 
troops.  He  repeated  this  pledge  again  and 
again.  When  pressed,  he  rejected  even 
planning  for  the  use  of  ground  troops. 
These  pledges  relieved  Milosevic  from 
concem  that  he  might  face  a  NATO 
ground  force  that  would  win  the  war  and 
threaten  the  existence  of  his  regime. 

Our  battle  plan  was  designed  to  force 
concessions  through  punishment,  rather 
than  to  achieve  objectives  by  using  all 
military  means  at  our  disposal.  As  in  Viet- 
nam, we  were  seeking  to  find  the  "thresh- 
old of  pain"  of  our  enemy. 

The  Clinton  administration's  strategy 
expected  that  NATO  bombing  would 
quickly  unnerve  the  Serbian  leadership 
and  force  it  to  agree  to  NATO's  terms. 
This  was  an  unjustifiable  leap  of  faith. 
Milosevic  moved  40,000  of  his  best 
forces  to  the  borders  of  Kosovo  with  the 
intent  of  ejecting  by  force  the  ethnic  Al- 
banian majority  in  Kosovo.  Essentially 
this  left  the  success  of  our  military  opera- 
tions in  the  hands  of  the  Serb  leadership. 

This  principle  is  particularly  important 
because  democracies  and  alliances  do  not 


have  an  appetite  for  open-ended  war,  even 
one  as  limited  as  the  air  war  in  the  Balka- 
ns. We  worry  about  the  expense,  the  po- 
tential for  casualties  and  deployments  that 
take  our  troops  away  from  their  loved 
ones.  We  also  react  with  aversion  to  civil- 
ian deaths  among  our  enemy's  popula- 
tion. These  reactions  are  evidence  of  the 
strength  of  our  moral  society,  and  none  of 
us  would  wish  for  a  more  ruthless  nation- 
al conscience.  But  we  must  have  a  clear 
idea  of  their  implications  for  how  we 
make  war.  In  most  protracted  conflicts 
waged  on  a  limited  basis,  the  terms  of 
negotiations  will  shift  against  democra- 
cies as  the  war  proceeds. 

Force  Objectives.  The  war  surrounding 
Kosovo  presented  the  incredible  irony  of 
two  wars  occurring  simultaneously  over 
the  same  object,  but  rarely  intersecting. 
NATO's  war  took  place  mostly  over  Ser- 
bia where  bombs  were  dropped  on  petro- 
leum depots,  military  headquarters, 
bridges,  rail  lines  and  communication 
centers.  Meanwhile,  Milosevic's  troops 
were  fighting  a  ground  war  in  Kosovo  that 
in  its  decisive  stages  was  neither  deterred 
nor  slowed  by  NATO  air  attacks.  In  early 
May,  Milosevic  welcomed  back  his  victo- 
rious generals  from  Kosovo,  who  told  him 
the  war  was  won! 

It  was  no  accident  that  a  more  compli- 
ant negotiating  stance  on  the  part  of  Milo- 
sevic followed  a  Kosovo  Liberation  Army 
offensive  that  drew  Serb  forces  into  the 
open  and  subjected  them  to  heavy  losses 
from  allied  sorties.  In  other  words,  move- 
ment came  after  the  two  wars  finally  be- 
gan to  intersect  and  the  force  being  ap- 
plied had  a  direct  impact  on  the  main  in- 
strument of  Milosevic's  power. 

Minimizing  Casualties.  NATO's  "im- 
maculate intervention"  was  designed  to 
minimize  allied  casualties  -  a  concem 


any  good  commander  must  have.  But  we 
must  come  to  a  national  realization  that 
wars  produce  casualties,  and  sometimes 
casualties  are  a  tragic  necessity  of  taking 
a  stand  against  national  security  threats. 
Our  natural  aversion  to  casualties  must 
not  lead  to  future  situations  where  we 
fail  to  deploy  troops  despite  the  funda- 
mental urgency  of  doing  so  for  our  na- 
tional security. 

If  a  particular  objective  is  deemed  to 
be  sufficiently  important  to  national  se- 
curity to  justify  military  action,  then  the 
war  almost  always  should  be  prosecuted 
with  overwhelming  force.  In  most  cas- 
es, overwhelming  force  will  minimize 
casualties  more  than  a  gradual,  uncer- 
tain escalation. 

Short  Supply.  Early  in  the  bombing 
campaign,  news  organizations  reported 
the  United  States  was  running  low  on 
cruise  missiles.  If  such  a  vital  weapon 
was  in  short  supply,  what  other  unseen 
deficiencies  might  crop  up?  More  impor- 
tantly, our  military  has  been  suffering 
from  recruitment  and  retention  difficul- 
ties. Because  of  a  14  percent  pay  differ- 
ential with  comparable  civilian  jobs,  we 
are  losing  good  people.  No  amount  of 
sophisticated  equipment  will  make  up  for 
a  drain  in  talented  and  experienced  mili- 
tary manpower. 

Improvements  are  on  the  way.  In 
May,  Congress  passed  a  $14.5  billion 
supplemental  appropriations  bill  that  in- 
cluded approximately  $  1 1  billion  for  op- 
erations in  Kosovo,  replacement  of 
equipment  and  munitions,  improvements 
in  defense  readiness  and  a  4.8  percent 
across-the-board  military  pay  increase. 

The  war  in  Kosovo  has  underscored 
deficiencies  that  must  be  corrected.  It's 
time  for  us  to  think  about  our  readiness 
and  the  challenges  we  face  as  the  most 
powerful  nation  in  the  world.  □ 
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Tom  Brokaw  at  the  NBC  anchor  desk  preparing  for  another  "Nightly  News"  broadcast^ 


Tom  Brokaw 
credits  his 
Legion 
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^om  Brokaw  has  been  the  sole  anchor  of  NBC  Nightly 
I  News  since  1983.  He  has  won  nearly  every  major  award 
I  for  his  work,  including  two  Emmies,  a  Peabody  and  The 
I  American  Legion's  top  award  for  distinguished  public 
service  in  the  field  of  communications. 

Long  before  he  became  one  of  the  most  recognizable 
people  in  America,  Brokaw  was  a  small-town  boy  from 
South  Dakota.  He  was  bom  Feb.  6,  1940  in  Webster,  S.D., 
one  of  three  sons  of  Anthony  "Red"  and  Jean  Brokaw.  He 
was  raised  as  part  of  a  working  class  family  where  people 
did  things  themselves  and  tried  to  help  others. 

Brokaw 's  first  memories  are  of  the  Igloo  Army  Ord- 
nance Depot  located  in  southwestern  South  Dakota,  where 
his  father  worked  during  part  of  World  War  11. 

He  has  been  married  to  his  wife,  Meredith,  since  1962,  the 
same  year  he  received  a  degree  in  political  science  from  the 
University  of  South  Dakota.  Brokaw  started  out  in  Omaha, 
Neb.,  and  made  it  to  NBC  in  1966.  He  covered  the  White 
House  from  1973  to  1976,  and  anchored  NBC's  "Today 
Show"  jft-om  1976  to  1981.  The  Brokaws  have  three  daughters 
-  Jennifer,  Andrea  and  Sarah  -  and  two  granddaughters. 

Brokaw  recently  talked  with  The  American  Legion 
Magazine's  Terry  Coffey  about  growing  up  in  South 


Dakota,  the  early  influence  of  The  American  Legion  and  his 
No.  1  bestseller,  "The  Greatest  Generation." 

AMERICAN  LEGION  MAGAZINE;  Thinking  baek  to 

your  early  memories  in  South  Dakota,  is  there  one  that  is 
typical  or  symbolizes  your  experience? 

Tom  Brokaw:  A  formative  time  for  me  was  after  the  war. 

My  father  went  to  work  for  the  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  as 
a  civilian  employee.  I  remember  standing  with  my  dad  on  a 
hillside  looking  over  the  river  - 1  was  like  8  or  9  years  old  - 
and  he  said,  "They're  going  to  build  a  dam  across  there."  I 
thought,  "That's  impossible."  By  the  time  I  was  15,  one  of  the 
largest  earth  dams  in  the  world  (Ft.  Randall  Dam)  had  been 
completed.  People  came  from  all  over  America,  sometimes 
with  trailers  they  were  pulling,  or  sometimes  just  trying  to  get 
housing  where  they  could.  The  government  constructed 
almost  overnight  a  town  (Pickstown)  there  on  the  banks  of  the 
Missouri,  with  housing  and  hospitals  and  hotels  and  churches 
and  schools.  There  was  a  real  vitality  about  the  community. 

Q.  It  sounds  like  the  "Roll  up  your  sleeves  and  get  to 
work"  attitude  of  that  time  and  generation. 

A All  the  people  I  knew  growing  up  were  people  who  did 
■  things  for  themselves.  If  a  window  pane  got  broken,  you 
didn't  send  out  to  have  somebody  fix  it.  My  dad  would  get 
another  window  pane,  and  I  learned  how  to  putty  in  a  window 
pane.  If  something  needed  painting  in  the  house,  we  did  the 
painting.  That  went  on  my  entire  life.  I  resisted  it  as  much  as  I 
could,  but  a  certain  amount  of  it  did  stay  with  me. 

Q.  How  has  this  affected  how  you  approach  your  job? 

A If  you're  not  working  hard  at  all  times  -  if  you're  not 
■  doing  something  to  keep  yourself  intellectually  or  physi- 
cally engaged  -  there's  a  kind  of  residue  of  guilt.  I've  never, 
ever  been  good  at  just  going  and  stretching  out  on  a  beach. 

Q.  In  1957,  you  participated  in  Boys  State  in  South 
Dakota.  What  did  you  learn  from  that  experience? 

A I  leamed  two  things.  One  is  the  importance  of  political 
■  organization  in  achieving  goals,  and  working  as  a  team 
to  get  to  where  you  want  to  get  to.  The  other  thing  that  I 
leamed,  frankly,  was  that  I  could  compete  at  the  highest 
level  outside  my  own  community.  This  was  a  state-wide 
gathering;  I  was  elected  governor,  so  it  was,  for  me,  a  real 
confidence  builder. 

Q.  Would  you  like  to  go  into  the  political  arena  at  all? 
Might  we  see  Tom  Brokaw  in  office  someday? 

A No.  I'm  at  a  different  stage  of  life.  I've  had  all  the  pub- 
■  lie  life  that  I  want.  There  is  the  possibility  that  if  the 
right  kind  of  interesting  appointed  job  came  along  I  would 
try  to  do  something,  because  I  think  you  should  try  to  serve 
when  you  can,  but  to  go  run  for  office,  no. 

Q.  Why  did  you  decide  to  write  "The  Greatest  Gener- 
ation?" 

A I'd  been  telling  these  stories  in  commencement 
■  speeches,  at  dinner  tables  and  other  places,  and  I  found 
that  whenever  I  told  them  I  could  bring  almost  any  audience 
to  a  dead  halt  and  get  their  attention.  It  dawned  on  me  that  these 


A  Life  Before  the  Camera 


Feb.  6,1940:  Born,  Webster,  S.D. 
1962:  Graduates  from 
University  of  South  Dakota, 
begins  career  at  KMTV,  Omaha. 
1965:  Anchors  late-evening 
news  on  WSB-TV,  Atlanta. 
1966:  Joins  NBC  News  Los 
Angeles  affiliate,  KNBC. 
1973:  Becomes  NBC  White 
House  correspondent. 
1976:  Named  anchor  of  NBC's 
"Today." 

1983:  Becomes  sole  anchor  of 
"NBC  Nightly  News,"  lands  first 
American  one-on-one  interview 


with  IVlikhail  Gorbachev  and  wins 
Alfred  duPont-Columbia 
University  Award. 
1 989:  Wins  Peabody  Award,  and  is 
only  anchor  reporting  from  the 
scene  as  the  Berlin  Wall  goes  down. 
1992:  Wins  Emmy  for  coverage 
of  r^idwest  flooding. 
1997:  Wins  Alfred  duPont- 
Columbia  University  Award  for 
excellence  in  broadcast 
journalism. 

1998:  Wins  The  American 
Legion  National  Commander's 
Public  Relations  Award. 


stories  are  going  to  disappear  if  someone  doesn't  tell  them, 
because  these  people  are  in  their  70s  and  80s.  Finally,  as  a  jour- 
nalist, I  believe  you  should  tell  the  stories  of  your  time. 

Q.  What  do  people  of  this  generation  -  and  people  of 
other  generations  -  say  to  you  about  the  title  of  the  book? 

A The  people  that  are  in  the  book  say  to  me  mostly,  "Thank 
■  you  very  much,  I'm  not  sure  we  were  the  greatest  genera- 
tion, but  it's  nice  to  have  somebody  say  that."  That's  typical  of 
their  modesty.  Other,  younger  generations  -  some  are  defen- 
sive about  it.  Sometimes  they  challenge  me.  My  line  is, 
"That's  my  statement,  and  I'm  sticking  to  it." 

Q.  What  surprised  you  most  about  doing  this  book? 

A I  think  What  has  been  most  gratifying  to  me  is  that  it  has 
■  generated  a  dialogue  across  generational  lines.  People  in 
their  20s  and  30s  all  the  way  up  through  the  baby-boomers  are 
reading  the  book  and  thinking  about  these  stories  and  about 
the  values,  going  back  to 
their  parents  or  their 
grandparents  and  asking 
them  more  about  their 
own  lives  and  what  moti- 
vated them. 


Q. 
A. 


What's  next  for  you? 

The  next  thing  for 
me,  I  hope,  will 
be  having  my  waders 
on,  fly-rod  in  hand, 
my  Labrador  dogs 
right  behind  me,  walk- 
ing up  a  riverbank 
somewhere  looking  for 


Four-year-old  Tom  Brokaw  at 
the  Igloo  Army  Ordnance 
Depot  In  South  Dakota,  1944. 
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A  Global  Military 

IF  YOU  THINK  regular  military 
forces  are  being  stretched  too  thin, 
consider  the  National  Guard,  which 
has  its  own  "Directorate  of  Internation- 
al Affairs"  and  whose  state  affiliates 
now  have  "partnerships"  with  27 
countries  around  the  world.  The  goals 
of  the  State  Partnership  Program 
"reflect  an  evolving  international 
affairs  mission  for  the  National  Guard, 
and  are  to  promote  regional  stability 
and  civil-military  relationships  in 
support  of  U.S.  policy  objectives." 

At  the  same  time,  NATO  is  ex- 
panding its  role,  adding  25  "partner" 
countries  in  the  Euro-Atlantic  Partner- 


Members  of  the  Texas  Army  National  Guard 
49th  Armored  Division  prepare  for  a  Bosnia 
deployment. 

ship  Council  to  its  19  core  members. 
Sen.  Pat  Roberts,  R-Kan.,  for  one,  is 
worried  about  NATO's  new  "strategic 
concept,"  laid  down  at  the  Washington 
summit  in  April,  which  calls  for 
NATO  forces  to  "operate  beyond 
NATO's  borders."  Roberts  says,  "The 
Strategic  Concept  is  completely  incon- 
sistent with  the  spirit  of  the  original 
[NATO]  treaty  in  critical  areas.  That 
means  the  treaty  has  been  changed  and 
the  United  States  has  formally  com- 
mitted to  a  new  strategic  direction  in 
Europe  -  all  without  the  consent  of  the 
Senate." 


Spil(e  Lee's  "Joke" 

T 


HE  NATIONAL  RIFLE  Associa- 
tion is  still  fuming  over  filmmaker 
Spike  Lee's  comments  about 


killing  NRA  President  Charlton 
Heston.  The  controversy  broke  out  as 
Lee  was  visiting  the  USS  Wasp  and 
filming  commercials  for  the  Navy. 
Lee  said  his  comments  about  shooting 
Heston  with  a  .44-caliber  magnum 
pistol  were  "a  joke." 

Lee's  controversial  remarks, 
including  a  slam  at  the  NRA  itself, 
earned  him  a  spot  in  the  Gun  Control 
Hall  of  Fame,  an  on-line  monument  to 
the  heroes  of  the  anti-gun  movement. 

Citing  Lee's  status  as  a  role  model 
for  youth.  House  Majority  Leader 
Dick  Armey,  R-Texas,  urged  an  apol- 
ogy to  Heston  and  the  NRA  and  called 
on  "liberal  elites"  in  the  media  and 
elsewhere  to  condemn  Lee.  "Spike 
Lee  obviously  has  nothing  to  offer  the 
debate  on  school  violence  except  more 
violence  and  more  hate,"  he  said. 

Appearing  on  Steve  Malzberg's 
radio  show,  Armey  asked,  "Could  you 
imagine  what  would  have  happened  if 
Heston  had  said  to  shoot  Spike  Lee?" 

Seeiog  RedatWestPoiot 

CALL  IT  BAD  TIMING.  Just  a  few 
days  after  a  U.N.  tribunal  indicted 
Serb  leaders  for  war  crimes,  a 
former  member  of  the  communist 
Khmer  Rouge  movement  came  here 
for  a  visit.  Hun  Sen,  the  Prime 
Minister  of  Cambodia,  watched  his 
son  graduate  from  West  Point. 

Former  Vietnam  POW  Mark  Smith 
(who  says  he  was  guarded  by  Hun  Sen 
in  the  jungles  of  Cambodia)  called  the 
incident  "a  disgrace  to  an  honorable 
military  academy." 

Hun  Sen,  who  defected  from  the 
Khmer  Rouge  in  1978  after  it  wiped 
out  almost  two  million  Cambodians, 
has  opposed  international  criminal  tri- 
als of  his  former  colleagues.  Instead, 
he  wants  to  prosecute  U.S.  officials 
for  bombing  communist  forces  in 
Cambodia  during  the  Vietnam  war. 

His  son.  Cadet  Hun  Manet, 
received  his  diploma  from  Army 
Chief  of  Staff  Gen.  Dennis  J.  Reimer 
and  told  reporters  he  planned  to  get  a 
master's  graduate  degree  in  econom- 
ics at  New  York  University  before 
returning  to  Cambodia  to  serve  in 
the  military. 

Officials  confirmed  that  his  West 
Point  education  was  paid  for  by  the 
U.S.  government. 

-  Cliff  Kincaid 
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that's  where  the  similarity  ends.  Its  high-tech,  Integrated 

^  circuitry  with  electronic  microchips  Is 
-  really  an  amazing  super  listening 
I  device.  Slip  on  the  adjustable 
stereo  headphones  -  Presto!  Start 
listening.  Lightweight. 
(Batteries  not  Included.) 
Superhear  ONLY  $7.95 


WHY  PAY  FOR 
EXPENSIVE  CABLE? 

This  new  technology  eliminates  the  need 
for  a  cable  hookup  to  get  a  sharp,  clear 
picture  every  time.  Here's  how  it  works. 
Our  TV  Booster  simply  plugs  Into  any 
electrical  outlet.  It  actually  uses  the 
immense  antenna  system  that  currently  ^ 
exists  In  everyone's  home  -  your  electric 
wiring  system.  In  other  words  simply 
plug  it  into  any  outlet  and  your  entire 
house  or  apartment  becomes  a  huge 
TV  reception  station.  It  amplifies  weak 
signals  instantly. 


AUTOMATICALLY  TELLS  YOU 
HOW  DONE  YOUR  FOOD  IS 


Eliminates  cooking  food  to  raw  or  to  done.  Simply 
insert  the  fork  with  its  built  In  thermometer  into  your 
hamburger,  steak,  or  chicken.  Then  press  the 
button.  An  LED  will  illuminate,telling  you  if  your 

food  is  cooked  rare,  medium-rare,  medium,    /  No  Federal  License 
medium-well,  well  for  beef,  and  well  for   /    or  Gun  Permit  Needed! 

pork  /  poultry.  This  two-in-one  function  /  Now  you  can  arm  yourself  with  the  most  effective  .22  cal- 
fork  has  stainless  steel  tips.  Durable  /  iber  non-lethal  tear-gas  handgun  available.  Each  shot 
ABS  handle.  Heat  resistant  to  400°.  /  sounds  so  real  that  an  Intruder  will  be  instantly  scared  away. 
Uses  two  AA  batteries  included.  /  This  handsome  6-shot  heavy  duty  frame  semi-automatic  Is  clip 
14"  long     Why  pay  $24  95?    /  "'"'^^  smooth  easy-trigger  action  allows  you  to  fire  off  each 

Barbecue      Fork  With 
Thermometer 
(FORK-AUTO) 

ONLY $9.95  /      cARTmoGEl  $8.95       sC^uks"""  $10.95     iJioM/T™"  $29.95 


IT'S  BETTER  THAN  MANY 
INDOOR  OR  OUTDOOR  ANTEN- 
NAS COSTING  MANY  TIMES  MORE 

This  compact,  unique  design  measures  only  2%"  x  3V2".  So  throw 
away  those  rabbits  ears,  loops  or  roof  top  aerials  which  are  danger- 
ous to  install.  Complete  kit  comes  with  75  to  300  ohm  adapter  and  a 
6  foot  coaxial  cable  plus  easy-to-follow  instructions.  Takes  just  min- 
utes to  install  for  great  reception.  Your  TV  picture  will  appear  so  clear 
you  will  swear  you  are  at  a  movie  theater.  Why  Pay  $50.00? 
TV  Antenna  Booster  ONLY  $9.95 

TdEEfTcREEK  products  INC.""Dept.  E161 
3038  NW  25th  Ave.,  Pompano  Bch,  FL.  33069 
Please  send  me  the  following  products.  All  orders 
come  with  a  30  day  money  back  guarantee. 

Qty.  Price($)  Total 

O  GS-27  Scratch  Remover    14.95   

O  Superhear    7.95   

□  Titanium  Drill  Bit  Set    19.95   

□  TV  Antenna  Booster    9.95   

□  Barbecue  Fork    9.95   

□  6  Shot  Seml-Automatic   29.95   

□  1 0  Tear  Gas  Cartridges   8.95  

□  100  Extra-loud  .22  Blanks   10.95  

Shipping  &  handling  charges  add  $1.00 

Total   


and  every  round  In  rapid  succession.  Our  gun  responds  perfectly  to 
your  every  movement,  and  Is  extremely  easy  to  handle.  Easily  fits  In 
a  pocket  or  purse.  So  now  walk  without  fear.      Tear  gas  not  sold  in  wi.  & 


Name 


City 


-Zip. 


BIB  ISSUES 


Shdvii  pmnim-iiRiH  moRiioNi  bi  biinn[b? 


Sen.  Rick  Santorum,  R-Pa. 


PARTIAL-BIRTH  abor- 
tion is  a  horrific  proce- 
dure that  is  medically 
unnecessary,  maternally 
dangerous,  ethically  unacceptable 
and  soundly  rejected  by  a  majority  of 
citizens  and  legislators,  both  pro- 
choice  and  pro-life.  To  maintain  even 
the  slightest  support  for  partial-birth 
abortion,  its  defenders  have  relied  on  lies  and  distortions. 

Partial-birth  abortion  is  a  cruel,  rogue  procedure.  In  this 
procedure,  a  fully  formed,  often  viable  infant  is  pulled  from 
the  mother's  womb  until  all  but  the  head  has  been  delivered. 
A  pair  of  scissors  is  then  jammed  into  the  base  of  the  baby's 
skull  and  a  tube  inserted  to  suction  the  brain  out,  so  that  the 
head  of  the  now-dead  infant  collapses  and  is  delivered. 

This  procedure  is  performed  thousands  of  times  on 
healthy  babies  of  healthy  mothers  -  contrary  to  the  claims  of 
its  defenders  who  said  partial-birth  abortion  was  performed 
rarely  and  almost  exclusively  in  cases  of  fetal  abnormality 
or  threats  to  maternal  life  or  health.  (The  Partial-Birth  Abor- 
tion Ban  Act  prohibiting  the  practice  contains  an  exception 

  when  the  mother's  life  is 

endangered.)  Further,  it 
is  a  procedure  so  crude 
that  it  is  not  even  recog- 
nized in  medical  text- 
books. And,  according  to 
an  article  in  the  Journal 
of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  no  credible 
study  exists  that  can 
"evaluate  or  attest  to  its 
safety."  Indeed,  there  exists  a  growing  consensus  in  the 
medical  community  that  a  partial  birth  abortion  is  never 
medically  necessary  and  can  even  threaten  a  woman's 
health  or  future  fertility. 

Partial-birth  abortion  is  the  deliberate  killing  of  an  often 
viable  infant  moments  from  his  or  her  first  breath.  It  is  no 
less  than  infanticide.  Medical  experts  have  told  us  that 
infants  subjected  to  this  procedure  experience  acute  pain. 

Twice,  both  houses  of  Congress  have  voted,  by  deci- 
sive majorities  and  reflecting  their  constituencies,  to  pass 
the  Partial-Birth  Abortion  Ban.  Twice,  President  Clinton 
has  vetoed  the  legislation, 
preventing  it  from  becoming 
law.  Congress,  again,  will 
vote  on  this  legislation  and 
send  it  to  the  president  for 
his  signature. 

We  know  the  truth  about 
partial-birth  abortion.  We 
need  a  law  which  speaks  to 
this  truth. 
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skull  and  a  tube 
inserted  to  suction 
the  brain  out..." 


"We  should  protect  the 
sanctity  of  the  woman's 
right  to  privacy  by 
letting  the  choice 


remain  m  her  hands.  It 
is  a  decision  that  should 
be  between  a  woman, 
her  spiritual  leader 
and  her  god." 


Senators  and  representatives  are  interested  in  con- 
stituent viewpoints.  You  may  express  your  views  by  writ- 
ing The  Honorable  (name),  U.S.  Senate,  Washington,  DC 
20510,  or  The  Honorable  (name).  House  of  Representa- 
tives, Washington,  DC  20515.  You  may  call  the  Senate  at 
(202)  224-3121;  the  House  at  (202)  225-3121. 


Rep.  Sheila  Jacl(son  Lee,  D-Texas 


SINCE  the  1973  land- 
mark decision  Roe  vs. 
Wade,  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  has  consistently 
held  that  women  have  the  right  to 
make  private  decisions  concern- 
ing their  own  bodies.  Despite  any 
arguments  to  the  contrary,  the  law 
still  maintains  that  a  woman  has 
the  ultimate  right  to  choose. 

It  is  a  tragic  fact  that  sometimes  a  mother's  health  is 
threatened  by  the  complications  of  her  pregnancy.  She 
is  faced  with  a  terrible  decision  that  may  affect  her 
future  ability  to  give  birth.  By  taking  away  the  mother's 
choice  to  protect 
herself  and  her 
ability  to  give  birth. 
Congress  is  infring- 
ing on  the  mother's 
fundamental  rights. 

It  is  physicians, 
with  the  benefit  of 
their  expertise  and 
experience,  who 
should  determine 
together  with  the 
mother,  whether 
this  emergency  medical  procedure  is  the  safest  available 
to  her  and  whether  this  is  the  procedure  most  likely  to 
preserve  her  health  and  her  future  fertility.  Physicians 
should  be  allowed  to  determine  medically  what  is  in  the 
best  interest  of  the  mother,  not  Congress. 

When  a  woman  is  faced  with  this  type  of  painful 
circumstance,  it  is  too  intimate,  too  personal  and  too 
fragile  a  decision  to  be  a  choice  made  by  the  govern- 
ment. We  should  protect  the  sanctity  of  the  woman's 
right  to  privacy  by  letting  this  choice  remain  in  her 
hands.  Families  and  their  physicians,  not  politicians, 
should  make  these  difficult  decisions.  It  is  a  decision 
that  should  be  between  a  woman,  her  spiritual  leader 
and  her  god. 

This  medical  procedure  protects  not  only  the  life  of 
the  mother,  but  also  the  ability  of  a  woman  to  conceive 
and  give  birth  at  a  later  time.  Women  who  I  have  spo- 
ken to  who  have  undergone 
this  procedure,  chose  to  do 
so  in  agony,  but  with  hope 
for  the  future.  Knowing  The 
American  Legion's  commit- 
ment to  the  First  Amend- 
ment, it  should  be  under- 
stood that  this  is  a  decision 
that  should  be  both  private 
and  personal. 


SAVE  ON  OUR  MOST  POPULAR 
PRODUCTS  FOR  HEALTHY  LIVING 


IMPOTENCY  SOLVED! 
BUT  VIAGRA'S  NOT  FOR  YOU. 

An  estimated  30  million  men  in  the  U.S.  suffer  from  impotence. 
Now  two  systems  are  available  without  a  prescription!  One  may 
be  the  answer  for  you! 

Have  difficulty  achieving  an  erection?  The  Encore  System  with 
pump  is  the  solution.  Easy-to-use  pump  enables  you  to  achieve 
an  erection  and  comfort  rings  help  you 
maintain  it.  Kit  contains  vacuum  pump 
(with  batteries),  4  sized  rings, 
lubricant,  illustrated  instructions. 
#23589  BATTERY-POWERED 
ENCORE  KIT  J^-SS^T  $^^099 

#23300  MANUAL 
ENCORE  KIT  144533" 

The  Comfort  Ring  System  is  for  the  man 
who  is  able  to  get  an  erection  but 
cannot  maintain  it.  Comfort  Ring  helps 
maintain  a  lasting  erection.  Kit  contains 
4  sized  comfort  rings,  applicator, 
lubricant  and  illustrated  instructions. 
#23301  COMFORT  RING  SYSTEM 
JS©S3^  $3999 


RINGING 
IN  THE 
EARS 

BOTHERING 
YOU? 


Thousands  have  found  relief  with 
Bio'Ear  herbal  drops.  A  safe  all- 
natural  remedy  from  Sweden. 
Helps  relieve  ringing  and  buzzing 
of  tinnitis.  Contains  aloe,  ginseng 
root,  bitter  orange,  myrrh,  saffron. 
Hear  the  difference!  V2  oz. 

*14' 


#23068  BIO'EAR 


4  vertical  strips^  ^ 
\.    each  containing  4  magnets 


MAGNETIC 
BACK  BRACE 

People  all  over  the  world  have 
been  using  magnetic  therapy  for 
hundreds  of  years  to  relieve  back 
pain.  Now  there  is  a  unique,  elastic 
wraparound  back  brace  with  strate- 
gically placed,  sewn-in  magnets 
to  help  relieve  pain  and  support  your 
back.  Adjustable  Velcro®  closure 
ensures  a  perfect  fit.  Washable. 
Fits  waists  24"  to  52". 
#23086  MAGNETIC  $0>I99 
BACK  BRACE  ^fcf 


MAGNETIC  SUPPORT 

The  Chinese  have  studied 
magnetism  for  centuries  and 
believe  that  it  can  stimulate 
circulation  and  reduce  stiffness. 
Now  you  can  own  a  comfortable 
stretch  knee  support  that  has 
four  rows  of  strategically  placed 
magnets  sewn  in.  Washable 
polyester/  spandex.  One  size. 


#22883  MAGNETIC 
KNEE  BRACE 


The  adjustable  elastic  band  pro- 
vides proper  compression  and 
support  for  those  who  suffer  from 
hernias.  Foam  pads  protect  right, 
left  or  double  hernias.  Washable 
nylon/Lycra®.  USA.  Specify  waist 
size.  S(30-33),  M(34-37), 
M/L(38-41),  L(42-45),  XL(46-49). 
#22356-01  RIGHT  HERNIA  TRUSS 
#22356-02  LEFT  HERNIA  TRUSS 

$2099 


NEVER  GET  INTO  A  HOT  CAR  AGAIN! 

AutoVent  Turbo  is  a  solar  powered  fan,  uses  no  electricity  and 
fits  any  vehicle's  window.  The  secure  way  to  ventilate  a  parked 
car,  it  runs  silently  to  remove  stale  and  stuffy  air  while  windows 

remain 

securely  shut. 
#23288 
AUTOVENT 
TURBO™ 

$20! 


A  SYSTEM 
OF  PROTECTION 

Solve  incontinence  problems 
comfortably  and  easily.  Fits  like 
an  athletic  support.  Undetectable 
under  clothing,  the  sheath  holds 
5  oz.,  while  the  collector  bag 
holds  20  oz.  Adjustable  waistband 
conforms  to  any  waist.  Allows  full 
daily  activities.  One  size  fits  all. 

99 


*34 


#22310  SHEATH  URINAL 

#22739  EXTRA  SHEATH  $19.99 
#22740  EXTRA  LEG  BAG  $9.99 


HELP  ELIMINATE  AGE  SPOTS 

Help  eliminate  age  spots  in  just 
days  with  this  all-natural, 
homeopathic  cream.  Not  just  a 
coverup,  this  medicated  treatment 
is  also  great  for  warts  and  moles. 
Apply  directly  to  help  skin 
imperfections  vanish  fast.  No 
unpleasant  side  effects.  Greaseless 
and  odor  free.  1 .4  oz. 
#22048-02  AGE  $£^99 
SPOT  CREAM  O 


\  Healthy  Living  s 

P.O.  Box  94512,  6836  Engle  Road,  Cleveland,  Ohio  44101-4512 


Payable  to  Healthy  Living™ 

□  Check  □  Money  Order 

□  American  Express* 

□  VISA®  □MasterCard" 

□  Discover  Card^/Novus 
Expiration  Date  / 

Acct.  #  

Signature  


Address  , 
City  


POSTAGE  &  HANDLING 

Up  to  $10.00   $4,99 

$10.01  to  $20.00  $5.99 

$20.01  to  $30.00  $6.99 

Over  $30.00   $7.99 


(required  if  using  credit  card) 


I 


Mil 


New  Memorial  Fetes  Medal  of  Honor  Recipients 


THE  FIRST  MEMORIAL  dedicated  to 
all  recipients  of  the  Medal  of  Honor 
was  unveiled  over  Memorial  Day 
weekend  in  Indianapolis.  Ninety-seven 
of  the  157  living  recipients  were  the 
honored  guests  at  the  patriotic  celebra- 
tion, which  featured  a  wall  of  Ameri- 
can flags  and  a  daytime  fireworks  dis- 
play. 

The  memorial  is  the  brainchild  of 
Indianapolis  Power  and  Light  Compa- 
ny Chairman  John  Hodowal,  who 
came  up  with  the  idea  after  reading  an 
article  about  a  gathering  of  Medal  of 
Honor  recipients.  "The  lesson  (of  the 
memorial)  is  that  freedom  is  not  free," 
says  Hodowal.  "It's  been  paid  for  by 
blood  and  bone  and  flesh,  and  these 
gentlemen  represent  our  finest  Ameri- 
can heroes." 


The  $2.5  million 
memorial  is  a  group 
of  27  curved  glass 
walls,  each  between 
seven  and  1 0  feet 
tall,  representing  15 
conflicts  dating  back 
to  the  Civil  War. 
Information  about 
the  3,410  recipients 
is  etched  into  the 
glass  walls.  Each 
day  at  dusk,  a  sound 
system  plays  stories 
about  medal  recipi- 
ents and  their  acts. 
There  is  also  a  video  display. 

"We  wear  these  medals  not  for  our 
selves,"  Medal  of  Honor  Society  Presi 
dent  Paul  Bucha  told  the  crowd,  "but 


Medal  of  Honor  Society  President  Paul  Bucha  speal<s  at  the  unveiling  of  the  new 
Medal  of  Honor  Memorial  In  Indianapolis. 

for  countless  men  and  women  who 
have  given  of  themselves,  without 
recognition.  May  we  be  worthy  of  the 
tribute  you  are  giving  us." 


Veterans  Uroed  to  Press  for  Adequate  VA  Funding 


THE  NATIONAL  COMMANDER  of  The  American 
Legion  has  issued  an  urgent  call  to  veterans  and  their  fami- 
lies to  convince  lawmakers  to  provide  an  adequate  budget 
for  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs. 

"Whenever  they  were  called,  America's  veterans  kept 
their  commitment  to  this  country,"  says  National  Comman- 
der Butch  Miller.  "Now  it's  time  for  the  country  to  keep  its 
commitment  to  veterans." 

In  October,  Miller  presented  The  American  Legion's 
plan  for  the  new  VA  budget  during  testimony  before  a  joint 
meeting  of  the  House  and  Senate  Veterans  Affairs  Commit- 


tees. At  that  time,  he  urged  $1.9  billion  more  for  VA  than 
the  Clinton  administration  requested.  Lawmakers,  persuad- 
ed by  the  Legion's  case,  added  $1.7  billion  to  the  $43.6  bil- 
lion originally  sought  by  the  administration. 

"The  final  shape  of  next  year's  VA  budget  isn't  locked 
into  place,"  Miller  says.  "Now  is  the  time  for  continued, 
aggressive  grassroots  lobbying.  VA  must  be  funded  to 
meet  the  growing  health  care  needs  of  America's  veterans.' 

Miller  is  asking  veterans  to  approach  their  elected  repre- 
sentatives in  Congress  and  impress  upon  them  the  need  to 
preserve  a  properly  funded  VA. 


Co-sponsors  Needed  for  Tobacco  Measures 


WASHINGTON-  Efforts  to  restore  the  right  to  file  for 
tobacco-related  illness  compensation  to  veterans  addicted 
to  nicotine  during  active  military  service  are  being  slowed 
by  congressional  foot-dragging. 

"Many  members  of  Congress  are  balking  at  revisiting 
this  issue  because  of  the  potential  budgetary  impact  to 
restore  the  benefit,"  says  Steve  Robertson,  legislative 
director  for  The  American  Legion. 

The  bill,  H.R.  832,  is  sponsored  by  Rep.  Barney  Frank, 
D-Mass.,  and  has  60  co-sponsors.  Meanwhile,  Sen. 
Olympia  Snowe,  R-Maine,  has  one  co-sponsor  for  a  simi- 
lar measure,  S.  72. 


Robertson  says  increasing  the  number  of  co-sponsors  is 
important.  "More  co-sponsors  improves  the  opportunity  to 
have  the  legislation  receive  a  hearing."  The  American 
Legion  is  urging  veterans  to  contact  members  of  Congress 
and  encourage  them  to  co-sponsor  H.R.  832  and  S.72. 

Meanwhile,  the  Tobacco  Trust  Fund  Act,  H.R.  691, 
remains  in  the  House  Veterans  Affairs  Subcommittee 
on  Health,  where  it  was  sent  in  March.  Rep.  Cliff  Steams, 
R-Fla.,  introduced  the  measure,  which  calls  for  a  portion 
of  federal  tobacco  settlements  to  go  to  the  Department  of 
Veterans  Affairs.  Twenty-two  legislators  are  co-sponsor- 
ing the  bill. 
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Full-year  money-back  guarantee  excluding  shipping  and  handling.  **2-Day  Express  Delivery— in  most  cases  orders  for  in-stock  items  will  be  shipped  within  2  business 
days  after  we  receive  and  process  your  order  and  should  arrive  2  business  days  later.  ©1999  Direct  Marketing  Enterprises,  Ltd.,  d/b/a  Brigtit-ute,  1 200  sinames  Drive,  Westbury.  ny  1 1 590  P2 


Forget  the  Rain, 
Sleet,  Hail  &  Ice! 


They're  ^UAJiMmU  to  keep 
you  SNUG,  WARM,  DRY, 
&  SO  COMFY 
Yes,  try  them  for  1  full  year, 
if  you  are  In  any  way 
dissatisfied  witli  the 
quality  &  value ... 
simply  return  them 
for  a  no-quibble  refund 


so  CUSHIONY  SOFT 
&  FLEXIBLE  ...you  can  fold 
them  IN  HALF 


WARM  COZY 
"FLEECY 
THERMAL 
LINING" 


•  SO  FEATHERWEIGHT  you'll  forget 
you're  wearing  shoes  at  all 
•  IDEAL  for  BUSINESS  and  CASUAL  WEAR 
•  Luxurious  FOAM  CUSHIONED  Comfort 


BE  HAPPY  .  BUY  SMART  •  PAY  LESS 


LmX  ^mWFER-'FEEL  WARMER 
ii^Tt)  rrmn^T  ^aaw  bad  the  weather 

These  new  ESKIMO  SHOES  are  so  light  & 
flexible — yet  so  hard-wearing.  Long-lasting 
man-made  uppers  and  soles  are  perfect  for 
business  and  casual  wear.  Use  them  for  1 
full  year.  If  you  are  not  delighted  with  the 
QUALITY  and  VALUE,  simply  return  for  a 
no-quibble  refund  excluding  shipping  and 
handling.  Hurry! 

WE'RE  PROUD  OF  OUR  PRICES 

We  feel  our  Bvto  items  (Better  Value  Than  Others')  are 
better  overall  values  than  others'  items  regardless  of 
significant  differences  in  style,  features,  size,  quality,  etc. 
Should  you  disagree-we'll  gladly  refund  your  money. 


Regular  Eskimo  Shoe 

ltem# 

Color 

Size 

How 
Many? 

Price  Total 

No 

"Fleecy" 
Lining 

Men's 

Sizes  7-12 

6956 

Black 

□  1  pair  regular  $12.95 

Bsst  f  ^  ^    ^^^^^^  ^^^-9^ 

UflhiPl  n  2  pair  deluxe  $26 
Ins  pair  deluxe  $34 

6958 

Brown 

Women's 

Sizes  6-10 

6960 

Blacl< 

6962 

Brown 

Deluxe  Eskimo  Shoe 

item# 

Color 

Size 

Haw 
Many? 

Warms 
Cozy 
"Fleecy" 
Thermal 
Lined 

Men's 

Sizes  7-12 

7672 

Blacl< 

7673 

Brown 

Price  total  from  above 

$ 

Women's 

Sizes  6-10 

7674 

Blacl< 

Shpg/Hdig.  $3.75  each  pair 

$ 

7675 

Brown 

"2-Day  Express  Delivery: 
-xpfiss    Add  extra  $4.95  to 
\W\  above  shpg,  &  hdlg. 

$ 

M^k  ckck  to  Briglit-Lile  or  cliarge 
□  VISA  □  MASTERCARD  □  DISCOVER  □  AMERICAN  EXPRESS 
iard  #  (Enter  alllSloW  card  numbers  below) 

Exp  date  (Mo)  (Yr)  

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms  

Subtotal 

$ 

In  NY,  OH  &  VA  add  sales  tax 

$ 

Address 

(RG76760-10)      Grapid  Total 

$ 

City/State/Zip... 


^mSa  Bright-Life,  Eskimo  Shoes,  Dept.  570-396,  BoxJJOO,  HIcksville,  NY  11855  r£Bi»^^4^oj 


last  surviving  Legion  founder  passes  away 


MEMBERS  OF  The  American  Legion 
are  mourning  the  passing  of  the  last 
surviving  founder  of  the  nation's 
largest  veterans  organization. 

George  Washington  Bentley  passed 
away  Friday,  June  4,  at  the  Veterans 
Affairs  Medical  Center  in  Minneapo- 
lis. Bentley  was  101 . 

In  March,  Bentley  was  awarded  the 
Legion  of  Honor,  the  highest  medal  of 
the  French  government,  for  his  U.S. 
Army  service  during  the  "Great  War." 

"George  Bentley  has  gone  on  to  Post 
Everlasting,  but  his  legacy  is  'Still 
Serving  America,'  through  nearly 
15,000  American  Legion  Posts,"  Amer- 
ican Legion  National  Commander 
Butch  Miller  said.  "L  and  the  2.8  mil- 
lion Legionnaires  I  represent,  are  proud 
to  carry  the  torch  that  Bentley  and  the  rest  of  our  American 
Legion  founders  ignited  in  1919  to  preserve  American  val- 
ues and  to  ensure  that  our  nation  honors  its  patriots. 


"George  Washington  Bentley  and  President  George 
Washington  shared  a  significant  distinction:  Both  were, 
in  a  sense,  founding  fathers." 

Bentley  was  assigned  to  the  Army  Engineers  Purchas- 
ing Office  in  France  from  June  1918  to  October  1919.  He 
saw  an  ad  in  Stars  and  Stripes  about  a  meeting  to  discuss 
the  formation  of  an  organization  of  wartime  veterans. 
Bentley,  who  said  he  was  "curious"  about  the  organizers' 
intentions,  attended  the  Paris  meeting  in  March  1919 
where  The  American  Legion  was  born. 

A  native  of  Montgomery,  Minn.,  Bentley  was  a  life 
member  of  Calhoun  American  Legion  Post  231  in  Min- 
neapolis. He  is  survived  by  a  grandson,  Frank,  of 
Andover,  Minn.;  a  granddaughter,  Nancy,  of  Aitkin, 
Minn.;  and  three  great-grandchildren. 

Above:  Legion  founder  George  Washington  Bentley  at  the  76th  American 
Legion  National  Convention,  in  Minneapolis,  in  1994.  Left:  Pallbearers  at 
George  Bentley's  funeral  included  American  Legion  Past  National  Comman- 
ders Daniel  F.  Foley,  left,  and  Daniel  A.  Ludwig,  second  from  left;  and  Nation- 
al Commander  Butch  Miller,  righl 


Legion  Asks  House  To  Consider  Improved  Veterans'  Benefits 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  is  backing 
six  legislative  proposals  in  the  U.S. 
House  of  Representatives  that  will  im- 
prove veterans'  beneiits  and  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Veterans  Benefits  Adminis- 
tration and  the  United  States  Court  of 
Appeals  for  Veterans  Claims. 

Philip  R.  Wilkerson,  deputy  director 
of  the  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilita- 
tion Commission  for  The  American 
Legion,  outlined  the  intent  of  each: 

HR  605:  Proposes  staggered  early 
retirement  over  the  next  five  years  for 


judges  of  the  United  States  Court  of 
Veterans  Appeals. 

HR  690:  The  National  Research 
Council  noted  an  increased  incidence  of 
lung  cancer  among  individuals  exposed 
to  ionizing  radiation.  VA  never  added  it 
to  the  list  of  presumptive  diseases  spe- 
cific to  radiation-exposed  veterans. 

HR  708:  Ensures  that  all  eligible 
surviving  spouses  who  previously  re- 
ceived Dependency  and  Indemnity 
Compensation  will  receive  the  benefits 
and  services  which  Congress  intended. 


HR  784:  Authorizes  payment  of  De- 
pendency and  Indemnity  Compensation 
to  the  surviving  spouse  of  a  former 
POW  who  at  the  time  of  death  was  rat- 
ed totally  disabled  and  had  one  of  the 
listed  POW  diseases. 

HR  1765:  Proposes  a  cost-of-living 
adjustment  in  the  monthly  rates  of  ser- 
vice-disabled veterans. 

HR  214:  Would  formally  require  the 
establishment  of  a  quality  assurance 
program  within  the  Veterans  Benefits 
Administration. 
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You  Get  What  You  Pay  For... 

  ^ 


MaxiSound 

Individually  hand 
sembled  in  the  United  States 
by  an  FDA  (Food  and  Drug 
Administration)  registered 
manufacturing  facility.  Only 
the  finest  quality  micro-min- 
iaturized components  from 
Germany  and  Scandanavia, 
where  the  top  quality  hear- 
ing aid  components  are  pro- 
duced, are  used  in  the  Maxi- 
Sound. There  are  no  inferior 
Far  Eastern  components  - 
period.  MaxiSound  is  com- 
parable to  other  hearing  aids 
that  retail  for  up  to  $1000.00. 
Compare  for  yourself,  see  how 
much  you  can  save.  Mr. 
Thornton  of  So.  Bend,  Indiana 
saved  over  $3720.00.  Maxi- 
Sound, quality  USA  instruments. 


It's 

Smaller 
Than  A 
Dime! 


It's  So  Small 
It's  Almost  Invisible 

MaxiSound. 


"After  seeing  your  ad  in  the 
newspaper,  I  decided  to  take  a 
chance  on  your  product.  Imag- 
ine my  surprise  when  I  first  tried 
your  sound  amplification  prod- 
uct and  it  worked  great.  The 
amplification  seemed  to  bal- 
ance out  the  hearing  between 
my  left  and  right  ear.  I  am  com- 
pletely satisfied  with  both  the 
sound  quality  and  amplification 
of  your  MaxiSound  product." 

Dr.  George  T.  Stallings 
"The  MaxiSound  I  just  pur- 
chased from  you  is  the  best 
...and  the  best  price  I  have  ever 
had.  I  have  had  at  least  10  hear- 
ing aids...  Yours  is  the  best." 

Harold  F.  Beach,  PA 
7  paid  $2000.00  for  (a  pair  of  hear- 
ing aids)  they  just  never  did  work 
right  so  I  quit  using  them.  When  I 
got  MaxiSound  I  put  them  right  in 
my  ears  and  I  want  you  to  know  they 
sure  work  well.  I  wear  them  every 
day  to  work. "       J.  Jackson,  GA 


In  the  Ear  Hearing  Aids  -  Mfg.  at  U.S.A.  Registered  Facility 


The  Other  Guys  Brought  You  the 
Whisper  XL,  Giant  8  lb.  Tomatoes 

and  all  kinds  of  other  foreign 
made  inexpensive  (cheap)  stuff. 

This  month  these  guys  are  in  the  hear- 
ing aid  business.  Their  hearing  aids  are 
made  in  some  Asian  country  perhaps  by 
underpaid,  ovenworked  unskilled  people 
using  inferior,  poorly  made  possibly  even 
used  components.  They  have  no  quality 
control,  no  FDA  registration  and  as  I  said 
before...  You  Get  What  You  Pay  For. 

If  you  want  a  cheap,  inferior  quality 
sound  amplifier,  buy  their  product.  Don't 
expect  it  to  work  forever  and  don't  expect 
to  have  it  repaired  anywhere  in  the  United 
States.  There  isn't  a  single  licensed  hear- 
ing aid  dispenser  that  will  repair  it. 

BUT,  IF  YOU  HAVE  MILD  TO  MOD- 
ERATE HEARING  LOSS  and  you  want 
to  hear  the  television  better...  you  want  to 
have  conversations  on  the  telephone... 
you  want  to  understand  what  you're  hear- 
ing in  a  crowded  room  -  then  buy  a  Maxi- 
Sound In-the-Ear  Hearing  Aid.  It  can  be 
serviced,  repaired  or  replaced  if  need  be. 
We  also  offer  an  optional  extended  war- 
ranty and  discounted  batteries.  The  Maxi- 
Sound Hearing  Aid  is  a  quality  product 
and  has  been  sold  since  1993. 

If  you  have  a  severe  hearing  loss, 
please  see  an  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Doc- 
tor so  that  your  hearing  loss  can  be  cor- 
rectly evaluated  and  treated.  Help  is  avail- 
able for  all  levels  of  hearing  loss. 

Help  is  available,  but  it  costs  more  to 
use  quality  components  when  making  a 
quality  hearing  amplifier  like  the  Maxi- 
Sound unit.  The  other  guys  are  able  to 
sell  their  inferior  "knock-off,  look-a-like" 
hearing  amplifier  for  less  because  it  costs 
less.  A/exf  month  these  guys  may  be  se//- 


Max  Output.  111.5dB 

Peak  Gain  36dB 

Avg  Gain  32dB 

Frequence  Range... 

 600  to  5900 

Harmonic  Distortion: 

500  Hz  <10% 

at  800Hz  <10% 

at  1600  Hz..<10% 


Amplification: 
ultra-sophisticated 
micro-miniaturized 
Class  1  circuitry. 

Impact  resistance, 
limited  feedback. 

300  hour  battery. 

Phone  use:  Good. 


f  Questions  and  Comments:  203-226-0170  ' 


ing  trees,  cars,  videos,  clocks  or  bridges. 

When  it  comes  to  your  own  personal 
hearing,  it  pays  to  spend  a  little  more 
and  purchase  a  quality  product.  A  prod- 
uct that  is  guaranteed  plus  it  comes  with 
an  optional  extended  warranty.  Currently 
more  than  1 00,000  MaxiSounds  have  been 
sold  to  satisfied  customers  who  speak  at 
normal  levels  and  understand  everything 
they  hear  in  group  conversations.  Our  sat- 
isfied customers  no  longer  ask  people  to 
repeat  what  they  just  said. 
MaxiSound  features  on/off  and  volume 
control.  Comfortable,  replaceable  soft  rub- 
ber tips,  300  hour  battery,  instructions. 
Maintenance  kit:  4  replacement  tips,  4 
(#312)  batteries,  detailed  instructions. 
Battery  offer:  12  Model  #312  batteries. 
Guarantee:  full  refund  of  purchase  price 
(less  P&H)  within  60  days  of  purchase. 

Individual  experiences  may  vary  depending  on  severity  of  hear- 
ing loss.  ©1999.  WGSI 


"I  have  been  advised  that  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration  (FDA)  has  determined  that  my  best  interests  would  be  served 
if  I  had  a  medical  evaluation  by  a  licensed  pnysician,  preferably  a  physician  who  specializes  in  diseases  of  the  ear,  before 
purchasing  a  MaxiSound  Amplifier,  or  a  test  by  a  licensed  dispenser  utilizing  established  procedures  and  instrumentation 
in  the  fitting  of  any  amplification  device.  I  am  18  years  old  or  older  and  voluntarily  sign  this  waiver  which  indicates  that  I  do 
not  wish  either  a  medical  evaluation  or  test  before  purchasing  my  MaxiSound." 


.  Waiver  Signature  X 


WILLOWS  GS,  Inc.  Dept.  MSA-839  179  Post  Rd  West,  Westport  CT  06880 

Charge  my:  □  VISA     □  MasterCard 


Please  RUSH  me  by  First  Class  Priority 
Mail  the  guaranteed  MaxiSoundi,^ 
Hearing  Aid(s)  and  kit(s)  ordered  below: 

□  ONE  MaxiSound  ior  only  $149.95 
Indicate  □  Left  Ear  or  □  Right  Ear 

□  SAVE!  Order  a  Pair  for  $279.95 

□  Maintenance  Kit  with  order  $20.00 

□  12  lUlodei  #312  Batteries  -  $10.00 
Add  $10.00  for  shipping,  handiing 

and  insurance  per  order. 

Enclosed  is  check/M.O.  for  $  


Exp_ 


Acct_ 


Telephone  ( 
Name  


Address, 

City  

State  


-Zip_ 


CHARGE  ORDERS  1-800-770-1155  TOLL  FREE  24  Hours  A  Day  -7  Days  A  Week 


VETS®  is  a  private  veterans  program  that  provides  The  American  Legion 
with  information  about  reunions,  helps  veteriins  locate  old  buddies  and  offers 
other  special  benehts  and  services  to  veterans  and  their  families. 

REUNION  IMFORMATION  ~ 

This  month  we  have  listed  many  groups  that  are  planning  reunions.  Infor- 
mation is  provided  free  to  Legion  members  and  other  veterans  who  write  VETS 
and  enclose  the  5-digit  VETS  number  of  each  reunion.  VETS  maintains  reunion 
and  contact  information  for  more  than  12,000  outfits.  Reunion  information  is 
also  available  at  no  charge  on  the  Internet  at  www.vets.org.  Many  libraries  and 
schools  will  provide  Internet  access  free  for  veterans  with  no  Internet  access  or 
computer  skills.  We  regret  that  due  to  call  volume  we  cannot  accept  phone 
requests  for  reunion  information.  See  "How  to  Use  VETS  Services"  below. 

OUTFIT  ENROLLMENT  IS  FREE 

Coordinators  may  list  reunion  information  with  VETS  at  no  charge.  Infor- 
mation may  be  submitted  electronically  via  the  VETS  website  or  on  official 
forms  by  writing  VETS®.  Individuals  planning  new  reunions  or  offering  them- 
selves as  points  of  contact  for  possible  new  reunions  may  also  register  at  no 
charge. 

THE  NATIONAL  VETS®  ARCHIVES 

The  National  VETS  Archives  is  a  free  historical  registry  for  veterans  who 
want  to  be  listed  on  the  VETS  roster  for  each  outfit  in  which  they  served.  Regis- 
tration is  free  but  to  ensure  accuracy,  must  be  on  official  archive  forms.  Regis- 
tration may  be  done  electronically  at  the  VETS  Internet  home  page.  VETS  uses 
the  archives  to  develop  historical  rosters  and  reunion  contact  information. 
Deceased  veterans  may  be  enrolled  posthumously  by  a  family  member. 

FINDERS/SEEKERS® 

Each  year  for  neariy  a  decade,  VETS  has  helped  thousands  of  veterans  get  in 


touch  with  their  outfits  and  buddies.  Ann  Landers  and  Dear  Abby  have  shared  our 
success  with  millions  of  their  readers  and  now  due  to  technology  and  demand, 
Finders/Seekers  has  moved  to  the  Internet.  A  searchable  list  of  our  active  files  is 
available  on  the  VETS  home  page.  We  encourage  all  veterans  to  check  this  reg- 
istry to  see  if  someone  is  trying  to  find  them.  Individuals  who  order  Finder/Seek- 
ers will  have  their  requests  listed  and  also  receive  our  free  tips  on  how  to  locate 
missing  veterans.  Cost  is  a  non-refundable  $15.  Please  do  not  send  cash.  We 
accept  checks,  money  orders  and  MasterCard,  Visa  and  Discover  cards. 

VETS®  BENEFITS  ~ 

Veterans  who  enroll  in  the  National  VETS  Archives  are  eligible  for  a  variety 
of  products  and  services  offered  by  VETS.  Veterans  who  quahfy  automatically 
receive  notices  about  their  outfit  reunions,  free  or  discounted  Finders/Seekers 
services  and  other  VETS  consumer  benefits.  In  most  cases,  VETS  benefits  can 
be  extended  to  other  family  members  and  the  survivors  of  deceased  veterans. 
Details  are  available  on  the  VETS  website  or  by  writing  VETS. 

HOW  TO  USE  VETS®  SERVICES 

To  promote  better  accuracy  and  faster  response,  and  except  for  reunion 
information  requests,  official  VETS  forms  should  be  used  to  submit  information 
or  request  other  services.  Forms  are  available  free  on  the  VETS  website  at 
www.vets.org  or  they  may  be  obtained  by  writing  VETS  at  P.O.  Box  901, 
Columbia,  MO  65205-0901  and  enclosing  a  self-addressed,  stamped  #10  (long) 
reply  envelope.  VETS  normally  responds  to  all  written  requests  the  next  busi- 
ness day.  To  keep  costs  low  and  still  handle  thousands  of  requests  each  week, 
VETS  does  not  accept  phone  calls  for  reunion  information.  In  an  emergency, 
messages  about  other  services  may  be  left  on  the  VETS  voice  mail  system  24 
hours  a  day  at  (573)  474-4444.  You  can  also  reach  VETS  via  e-mail  at 
admin@vets.org. 

VETS®  and  RNDERS/SEEKERS®  are  registered  trademarks  of  Vets  Data 
Corporation. 


ARMY  AIR  FORCE 


5th  AF,  80th  Serv  Grp,  66th  Serv  Sq  (WWII) 
#15098  8th  AF,  390th  Bomb  Grp  (H)  Assn 
(Station  153,  Framlingham,  England)  #10469 
9th  AF,  363rd  Tac  Recon  Grp,  161st  Tac 
Recon  Sq  (ETO,  WWII)  #21622  20th  AF, 
315th  Bomb  Wing  Assn  (1\IW  Field,  Guam) 
#16926  43rd  Bomb  Grp  (H)  Assn  (WWII) 
#11003  60th  Air  Serv  Sq  #14591 

358th  Ftr  Grp  "Orangetails"  &  462nd  Serv  Sq 
(All  Sq/Spt  Units,  WWII)  #10635  388th  Bomb 
Grp  (H)  Assn  #1 0378  361  st  Ftr  Grp, 
374th/375th/376th  Sqs  (WWII)  #16902 
373rd  Ftr  Grp,  412th  Ftr  Sq  (WWII)  #19464 
441st  TC  Grp  (All  Sqs)  #16967  451st  Bomb 
Grp  #1 6869  457th  Bomb  Grp  (H)  Assn 
(WWII)  #20024  ATC:  North  African  Div  (43- 
46)  #13862 


AIR  FORCE 


8th  AF,  487th  Bomb  Grp  (H)  (WWII)  #10463 
13th  /  71st  FIS  (Selfridge  AFB,  Ml  (53-57) 
#11405  48th  Ftr  Sq  Assn  (FS,  FIS,  FTS) 
#22822  91  St  Strat  Recon  Wing  #20423 
452nd  Bomb  Wing  (Korea,  50-52)  #15126 
684th  /  3565th  AF  Band  (1955-1957)  #23678 
1503rd  ATW  -  MATS  (Haneda  AB,  Tokoyo 
Japan,  48-56)  #20394 

1906th/1881st  Comm  Sq  (Hill  AFB,  UT) 
#22768  7505th  USAF  Hospital  #21612AFHQ 
Cmd  Flight  Line  Crew/s  (Boiling  &  Andrew/s 
AFB)  #23550  Air  Weather  Recon  Assn 
#12385  All  Basic  Training  Units  (Miami 
Beach,  FL  /WWII)  #24296  B-36  SAC  Grew 
LS35  (Loring  AFB,  ME  /  52-56)  #94293 


ARMY 


1  St  FA  DBS  BN  #1 6238  3rd  Ord  MM  Co  (WWII) 
#15235  10th  Combat  Engr  (50-51)  #24286 
10th  Mountain  Division  Assn  #20530  17th  AAA 
Grp,  Hq  Btry  #21789  29th  AAA  (SP)  Japan 
#23373  37th  Inf  Div  Vets  Assn  #1 5753  55th 
Gen  Hospital  #15439  82nd  A/B  Div,  3rd  Bde 
(VN,  68-69)  #19381  82nd  A/B  Div,  313th  Mili- 


tary Intell  Bn  A/B  #24303  92nd  Sig  Bn  (WWII) 
#1 0333  94th  Sig  Bn  Assn  #1 0689 1 06th  Inf 
Div  "Golden  Lions  Assn"  (WWII)  #15335 

1 1 6th  AAA  Gun  Bn,  A-D  Btrys  #1 221 3 1 91  st 
Assault  Helicopter  Co  (67-69)  #21924  203rd 
Artillery  Anti-Aircraft,  Co  B  (North  Africa,  El 
Gittare  Valley)  #32507  898th  AW  /  334th  & 
35th  #15589  238th  Engr  (C)  Bn  Assn  #15291 
398th  AAA  AW  Bn  (Korea)  #201 1 8  51 7th  FA  Bn 
(WWII)  #28269  602nd  TD  Bn  Assn,  Inc. 
#1 3723  630th  AAA  Bn  (WWII)  #1 6457  695th 
&  696th  AFA  Bns  (WWII/Korea,  Bedin)  #37444 
735th  MP  Bn  Assn  #16676  778th  Tank  Bn 
(WWII)  #11109  874th/875th  A/B  EngrAvn  Bn 
#21117  974th  /  975th  FA  Bns  (WWII)  #1 631 4 
3461st  Ord  MAM  Co  (45-46)  #19246 


COAST  GUARD 


USS  Belfast  PF-35  (WWII)  #10495 


MARINES 


1  st  Mar  Div,  1  st  Rgt,  3rd  Bn,  How  Co  (Korea) 
#20066 1  st  Mar  Div,  7th  Rgt,  1  st  Bn,  C  Co 
#24290  2nd  Mar  Div,  2nd  Motor  Transport  Bn 
(WWII)  #23819  4th  Mar  Div,  23rd  Rgt,  F  Co 
#10300  7th  Serv  Rgt,  Motor  Trans  Co  (WWII) 
#10163  10th  Defense/AAA  Bn  (South  Pacific, 
42-45)  #32504  Aircraft  Fire  Fighting  &  Rescue 
Assn  (All  ranks,  active,  retired,  former)  #23648 
MCRD  San  Diego:  PItn  1187  (Fall  of  1969) 
#24268 

MTACS-2,  MAGCIS-2,  MASS-2,  MACS-2, 
MADC-2,  MAGC-2,  MAWG-2  &  MASRT-1 
#18785VMB-612,  PBJ  Sq,  "Cram's  Rams" 
(WWII)  #1 71 04  VMF/VMFAW/VMFA-1 1 5  Assn 
(43-95)  #14732  VMF(N)  /  VMFA(W)  /  VMFA- 
531  (All  Years)  #22588 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Augusta  Military  Academy  (Ft  Defiance,VA) 
#21401  Burtonwood  Assn  (All)  #21734 


NAVY 


17th/53rd/120th  NCB  (WWII)  #18181  28th  NCB 


(Spec)  #32709  67th  NCB  (Tinian,  WWII) 
#1351 61 25th/1 30th  NCB  (WWII)  #18655 
COMDESDIV  103  &  104  #24292  DESRON-52 
"Lucky  Seven"  Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba  (50-Pre- 
sent)  #22914LST-603,  USS  Coconino  County 
#18088LST-709  (James  P  Martin  Chapter) 
#10526  Navy  Mail  Service  Veterans  Assn 
#13960  Scouting  Sqs  Assn  (WWII)  #17546 
USS  Almaack  AKA-10/AK-27  #18258 

USS  Balch  DD-363/USS  Porterfield  DD-682 
#1 0703  USS  Bennion  DD-662  #1 0089  USS 
Cabot  CVL-28  (IncI  Air  Sqs,  1943-1957)  #11081 
USS  Chandeleur  AV-10  (All  who  served,  IncI.  USS 
Chepachet  AQ-78  #17703  USS  Chilton 
APA/LPA-38  (IncI  Mar/Army,  1942-1974) 
#22840  USS  Dempsey  DE-26  #20338  USS 
Edwards  DD-619  #18472  USS  Endymion  ARL-9 
#10956  USS  Fessenden  DE/DER-142  #10988 
USS  Francis  M  Robinson  DE-220  #24304 

USS  Furse  DD/DDR-882  (All  Years)  #14562  USS 
Halsey  Powell  #13029  USS  Hickox  DD-673 
(DESRON-52)  #12265  USS  Hovey  DMS-11/DD- 
208  #1 2649  USS  Kasaan  Bay  CVE-69  #11519 
USS  Lake  DE-301  #121 52  USS  Lewis  Hancock 
DD-676  (DESRON-52)  #12266  USS  Lowndes 
APA-154  #17452  USS  Makassar  Strait  CVE- 
91/VC-97  #23094  USS  Miller  DD-535 
(DESRON-52)  #1 2468  USS  Mission  Bay  CVE-59 
#18408 

USS  Montague  AKA-98  (WWII)  #19668  USS 
Newman  DE-205/APD-59  #13777  USS  Owen 
DD-536  (DESRON-52)  #12261  USS  Pomfret  SS- 
391  #24194  USS  Richard  P  Leary  DD-664 
#28287  USS  Samuel  B  Roberts  DD-832  #10873 
USS  Serrano  AGS-24  #19063  USS  Shelton  DD- 
790  #10477  USS  Sperry  AS-12  (42-82) 
#1 1 866  USS  St  Lo  CVE-63/VC-65  #1 731 5  USS 
Tangier  AV-8  #18245  USS  Tingey  DD-539 
#12264 

USS  Vesole  DD/DDR-878  (WWII,  45-76)  #10041 
USS  William  P  Biddle  APA-8  (WWII)  #18097  USS 
William  Seiverling  DE-441  #18859  USS  Woodford 
AKA-86  (WWII)  #17694  VP-731  (Korea,  50-52) 
#10591  VPB-208  (WWII)  #21323 
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LIFE  MEMBERSHIPS 


Richard  S.  Huskey,  Marlin  B.  Salmon,  Robert 

W.  Sylvester,  Nelson  F.  Wienke  (1999)  264, 

Tonawanda,  NY 
Michael  Barber,  Willard  W.  Cass  Jr.,  Maurice 

E.  Sisson  (1999)  556,  Frewsburg,  NY 
Robert  Tucker  (1999)  070,  Shelbyville,  IN 
B.J.  Haas  (1999)  1,  Anchorage,  AR 
Charles  W.  Moreken  (1999)  378,  Bangor,  PA 
Ray  K.  Fraunfelter,  Kenneth  Handelong, 

Wilbert  S.  Uhler,  Ernest  H.  Lohman,  Sam  W. 

D'Aguila,  Anthony  C.  Bologna  (1999)  1544, 

Staten  Island,  NY 
Santo  Gramando,  Suzy  Orosco  (1999)  75, 

Crestview,  FL 
Richard  D.  Twitty,  Clifford  Dalhaug  (1998) 

0431,  Twin  Valley,  MN 
Rod  C.  Cameron  (1998)  163,  Alturas,  CA 
Maynard  M.  Gooch  (1999)  163,  Alturas,  CA 
John  J.  Pierce  (1999)  454,  Westfield,  MA 
Peter  W.  Sokolowski,  Christine  D.  Little  (1998) 

185,  Hilton  Head  Island,  SC 
Donald  F.  Nauratil  (1998)  141,  Silver  Lake,  MN 
Walter  W.  Lynn  (1999)  89,  East  Haven,  CT 


COMRADES  IN  DISTRESS 


Marines,  USS  Gen.  Hershey.  William  G.  Buster 
is  searching  for  six  corporals  and  PFCs  who 
can  verify  a  neck  and  back  injury  suffered  in 
Oct.,  1944.  #1416. 

34th  S&S  Bn.,U.S.  Army,  Danang.  Larry  Richard 
Wagner  is  searching  for  witnesses  who  can 
remember  Danang  ammo  dump  blowing  up 
when  the  POW  camp  was  overrun,  and 
numerous  rocket  attacks  from  March  1969  to 
March  1970.  #1417. 


IN  SEARCH  OF 


Anyone  who  served  in  the  969th  Construc- 
tion Engineer  Group  near  Salzburg,  Aus- 
tria, or  64th  Engineer  Topographic  Co.  in 
Austria  during  the  Korean  War.  Contact 
John  G.  Davis,  Esq.,  6  Rings  End  Rd., 
Apt.  2,  Darien,  CT  06820-5822. 

Anyone  who  served  in  M  Company,  35th 
Regiment,  during  1951. Contact  Naomi  C. 
(Erickson)  Reisetter,  837  Pennsylvania, 
Story  City,  lA  50248. 

Anyone  who  served  during  1952-1953  in 
Korea  with  the  25th  Division,  35th  Regi- 
ment, Easy  Company.  Contact  Ken  Gour- 
ley,  P.O.  Box  225,  E.  Sandwich,  MA 
02537. 

Shipmates  on  the  U.S.S.  Tulare  AKA  112 
who  worked  around  the  boilers  when  an 
accident  that  caused  burns  and  a  back 
injury  occurred.  Contact  Frederick  A. 
Riecker,  6170  Ponderosa  Way,  CA 
95954;  (530)873-0852. 

Anyone  who  served  with  the  101st  Air- 
borne Division  in  Hue,  Vietnam,  during 
February,  1968.  Contact  Judy  Harvey,  RR 
I  Box  259,  Clarksville,  AR  72830-9720. 

Anyone  who  served  in  Company  B,  321st 
Regiment,  81st  Wildcat  Division.  Contact 
Thomas  Climie,  3024  S.  Ash  St.,  Denver, 
CO  80222. 

World  War  II  veterans  to  record  on  paper 
their  comments  and  narratives  short  or 
long,  paragraphs  or  pages  for  a  book 
that  will  be  available  in  stores,  by  cata- 
log, schools  and  libraries.  Profits  will  be 
donated  to  The  National  World  War  II 
Memorial.  Contact  Glendale  Industries, 
192  Paris  Ave.,  Northvale,  NJ,  07647- 


Lark      ^njoy  Youp 
oF.vviERKA  Independence! 


I   . 


See  Life  From  the 
Driver's  Seat! 

►  Exclusive  comfort  features 

►  3  &  4  wheel  models 

►  Easy  to  transport 

►  Limited  lifetime  warranty 
Call  today  for  a  FREE  brochure  on  how 
we  can  make  mobility  a  reality  for  you! 

1-800-544-3536  °'™r 


Lark  of  America 
Waukesha,  WI 


I  Know  Impotence 

Let  me  help  you  feel  like  a  young  man  again. 

Fellow  veterans,  after  heart  surgery  and 
nnedications  left  me  impotent,  I  worked  with 
urologist  to  design  safe  and  effective  products  that 
any  man  can  successfully  use  to  regain  sexual 
potency.  Since  1989,  Vet-Co  has  become  a  leading 
world-class  manufacturer  of  quality  medical 
impotence  products. 

Forget  the  cheap  toy  and  novelty  type  products,  all 
Vet-Co  products  are  FDA  registered  and  covered  by 
Medicare.  Our  products  are  recommended  by  impotence  specialist  around  the 
world.  All  products  are  discreetly  shipped  to  your  door.  Why  wait  another  day 
to  live  your  life  to  the  fullest;  call  one  of  my  trained  counselors  today  to  learn 
more.  I  am  so  confident  that  you'll  find  my  product  useful, 
we  offer  an  unconditional,  risl<-free,  30-day 
money-bacl<  guarantee. 

Sincerely, 

Sol  Shapiro 
President  Vet-Co,  Inc. 

You  deserve  the  best!  Great  for... 

•  Men  who  want  immediate  results. 

•  Men  who  want  a  safe  and  reliable  form  of  treatment. 

•  Anyone  unsuccessful  with  prescription  medications  for  impotence. 

•  Men  wanting  a  natural,  non-invasive  option. 

•  Effective  treatment  without  discussing  the  problem  with  local  pharmacy. 

FREE  Confidential  Information  Pacicage! 
CALL  1-800-827-8382 


ft 


T-CO,  INC. 


FDA  Registered  •  30-Day  Money-Back  Guarantee  •  Urologist  Recommended 
•  Easy  To  Use  •  Discreetly  Shipped  •  Member  Better  Business  Bureau 


"Must  have  medicare  as  your  primary  health  insurance  and  secondary  insurance  coverag 
medicare  deductible.  Prescription  may  be  required. 


Covered  by  Your  Medicare* 
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Are  you  over  55? 

"It's  All  Free 
for  Seniors" 

Washington  DC  (Special)  An  amazing  new 
book  reveals  thousands  of  little-known 
Government  give-aways  for  people  over  55. 

Each  year,  lots  of  these  benefits  are 
NOT  given  away  simply  because  people 
don't  know  they're  available...  and  the 
government  doesn't  advertise. 

Many  of  these  fabulous  freebies  can  be 
yours  regardless  of  your  income  or  assets. 
Entitled  "Free  for  Seniors",  the  book  tells 
you  all  about  such  goodies  as  how  you 
can: 

►  Get  free  prescription  drugs. 

►  Get  free  dental  care. 

►  Get  up  to  $800  for  food. 

►  How  you  can  get  free  legal  help. 

►  Get  help  in  paying  your  rent. 

►  $15,000  free  money  to  spruce  up  your 
home! 

►  $1,800  to  warm  you  this  winter. 

►  Access  the  very  best  research  on  our 
planet  on  how  you  can  live  longer. 

►  Forgetful?  Here's  valuable  free  infor- 
mation you  should  get  now. 

►  Stop  blood  pressure  &  cholesterol 
worries  from  ruling  your  life. 

►  Free  help  if  you  have  arthritis. 

►  Free  facts  could  help  incontinence. 

►  Free  eye  treatment. 

►  Free  help  if  you're  depressed. 

►  New  Cancer  Cure?  Maybe!  Get  free 
information. 

►  New  prostate  cancer  developments. 

►  Get  paid  $100  a  day  plus  expenses  to 
travel  overseas! 

►  $5,000  free  to  help  pay  your  bills. 

►  Confidential  help  with  your  sex  life. 

►  Free  impotence  treatments. 

►  Hot  Flashes?  New  research  helps! 

►  Find  out  if  a  medicine  you  are  taking 
could  be  affecting  your  .sex  life. 

There's  more!  Much,  much  more,  and 
"Free  for  Seniors"  comes  with  a  solid 
guarantee.  Unless  it  makes  or  saves  you 
AT  LEAST  ten  times  its  cost,  simply 
return  it  for  a  full  refund  within  a  yean 

To  get  your  copy  of  "Free  for  Seniors", 
send  your  remittance  of  only  $12.95  plus 
$2  postage  and  handling  (total  of  $14.95) 
to:  FREE  FOR  SENIORS,  Dept.  FS8142, 
718  -  12th  Street  N.W.,  Box  24500, 
Canton,  Ohio  44701. 

To  charge  to  your  VISA  or  MasterCard, 
include  your  card  number,  expiration 
date,  and  signature...  or  call  toll-free 
1-800-772-7285,  Ext.  FS8142. 

Want  to  save  even  more?  Do  a  favor  for 
a  friend  or  relative  and  order  2  books  for 
only  $20  postpaid. 

Send  for  "Free  for  Seniors"  right  away 
and  you'll  also  get  a  Free  Bonus  which 
could  save  you  thousands  of  dollars  on 
airline  tickets.  It's  a  new  special  report 
entitled,  "How  You  Can  Fly  Anywhere 
Free...  or  Almost  Free." 

Quantities  are  limited  so  you  must 
respond  right  now  to  be  sure  of  getting 
your  copy. 

Why  not  do  it  right  now  while  you're 
thinking  of  it?  01997  tco  fsoi.'^2so2 

Imp. -//www.  trescoinc.  com 
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2016;  (201-767-0233;  (800)  653-5515. 

Anyone  aboard  the  USS  Macon,  which 
crossed  the  Atlantic  Ocean  twice  and 
cruised  to  South  America  between  1955 
and  1957.  Contact  Fran  Troutnnan,  9477 
Pope  Road,  Forestville,  NY  14062-9523. 

Anyone  who  served  in  the  U.S.  Army 
armored  division  stationed  in  Garmisch- 
Partenl<irchen,  Germany,  in  1945.  Con- 
tact Arnhild  Roeten-Sturm,  Ree  19,  1273 
GP  Huizen,  IMederland;  0031-35- 
5258714. 

Information  about  Company  C,  53rd 
Ammunition  Train,  Coast  Artillery  Corps., 
American  Expeditionary  Force  in  France, 
May,  1918  through  January,  1919.  This 
is  for  a  family  history.  Contact  James  A. 
Ryan,  802  Wakefield,  #9,  Houston,  TX 
77018-6332. 

Anyone  who  served  with  H9  Company, 
1st/67th  Armor,  2nd  Armor  Division, 
Ft.Hood,  Texas,  from  May,  1966  to  May, 
1967.  Contact  Albert  Jones  Jr.,  Ill 
Peachwood,  Ripley,  MS.  38663. 

Anyone  -  but  expecially  medical  personnel 
-  who  served  on  Okinawa  during  the 
Korean  conflict,  1951  to  1953.  Contact 
Marty  Halyak  Fogle,  4131  Mt.  Hukee,  San 
Diego,  Calif.  92117;  (619)  292-0936. 

Anyone  who  served  in  the  Peninsula  Base 
Section  Mtousa  Leghorn,  Italy  #  23503, 
from  1944  to  1947.  Contact  Gerald 
Detwiler,  3265  Country  Club  Rd.,  Con- 
nelsville,  PA  15425-9735. 

Anyone  who  served  with  Company  B, 
229th  Engineering  Combat  Battalion,  on 
Dec.  21 ,  during  the  Battle  of  the  Bulge. 
Contact  Mrs.  Rita  Cobb,  1315  Ellison 
Ave.,  Louisville,  KY  40204;  (502)  637- 
3263. 

Any  World  War  II  veterans  who  served  with 
Saratoga  Springs,  N.Y.,  veterans  who 
died  in  the  war.  A  memorial  is  being 
restored  that  honors  18  Saratoga  veter- 
ans who  died.  Contact  Eugene  J.  Corsale, 
R.D.  No.  3,  Outlook  Ave.,  Saratoga 
Springs,  NY. 


Legion  Discounts 

As  a  member  of  The  American  Legion,  you  are  e 

ntitled  to  many 

benefits.  You  get  special  discount  rates  with  the  following: 

Toll-free  Numbe 

ID  Number 

• 

Life  Insurance 

Hartford 

1-800-542-5547 

Member  Card 

Union  Fidelity 

1-800-523-5758 

Member  Card 

• 

Prescriptions 

RxAmerica 

1-800-905-9818 

Member  Card 

• 

Financial  Services 

MBNA 

1-800-847-7378 

J8P2 

The  Visionary  Company 

1-888-353-4466 

Member  Card 

• 

Eyewear 

Eye  Care  Plan  of  America 

1-800-221-3272 

Member  Card 

• 

Hotels/Motels 

Choice  Hotels  Int'l 

1-800-4-CHOICE 

Member  Card 

LaQuinta  Inn 

1-800-531-5900 

Corporate  rate 

Marriott 

1-800-228-9290 

Ask  for  lowest  rate 

Days  Inn 

1-800-268-2195 

00020204 

Howard  Johnson 

1-800-769-0939 

00020204 

Ramada  Inn 

1-800-462-8035 

00020204 

Travelodge 

1-800-545-5545 

00020204 

• 

Moving  Companies 

North  American  Van  Lines 

1-800-524-5533 

Member  Card 

American  Red  Ball 

1-800-877-7332 

Member  Card 

Atlas  Van  Lines 

1-800-847-6683 

Member  Card 

• 

Car  Rentals 

Avis 

1-800-331-1212 

G343600 

National 

1-800-CAR-RENT 

5176669 

James  Vernon  Leach,  Ore.,  Dept.  Boy  Scout 
Chmn.  (1964-65,  75-78),  Dept  Sgt-at-Arms 
(1982-83),  Dept  Trophies  &  Awards  Chmn. 
(1981-87),  Nat'l  Amer,  Cncl.  (1964-65,  73- 
74),  Nat'l  Sec.  Cncl.  (1966-67),  Nat'l  Lw.  & 
Ord.  (1970-72),  Nat'l  M&PA  (1971-72),  Nat'l 
Dist.  Guests  (1972-73). 

William  F.  Gormley,  Pa.,  Dept  M&PA  Chmn. 
(1966-67,  69-70),  Dept.  Outdr.  Pub.  Chmn. 
(1966-67),  Nat'l  Civil  Def.  (1966-67),  Nat'l 
M&PA  Chmn.  (1967-76),  Nat'l  M&PA  (1976- 

80)  ,  Dept.  Vet.  Affairs  and  Rehab.  (1977-78), 
Nat'l  Leg.  Cncl.  (1976-82),  Nat'l  Vets.  Pref. 
(1977-78),  Alt  Natl  Exec.  (1978-80). 

Helmut  Spangenthal,  France,  Dept  Vice  Cmdr. 
(1971-72),  Dept  Cmdr.  (1972-74),  Natl  Exec. 
(1974-82),  Dept  Spirit  of  76  Chmn.  (1974- 
76),  Natl  For.  Rel.  Comm.  (1974-77),  Dept 
M&PA  Chmn.  (1975-76),  Natl  Int.  Affrs. 
Comm.  (1977-82),  Dept  Vet.  Pref.  Chmn. 
(1980-81,  89-90,  Dept  For.  Rel.  Chmn. 
(1980-81,  87-89,  90-91),  Dept  Rehab.  Chmn. 
(1980-82,  89-90),  Dept  Econ.  Chmn.  (1981). 

V.J.  DuPuis,  Sr.,  La.,  Natl  M&PA  (1967-70,  80- 
82),  Natl  Sec.  Cncl.  V.  Chmn.  (1969-76), 
Natl  Vet.  Pref.  (1978-79),  Natl  Merch.  Mar. 
(1987),  Dept  For.  Rel.  Chmn.  (1989-90,  94- 
96),  Dept.  Sec.  Chmn.  (1989),  DeptLaw  & 
Ord.  Chmn.  (1989),  Dept  For.  Rel.  (1992-93). 

Alfred  F.  Harwood,  Mass.,  Nat'l  Vet.  Pref. 
(1952-54),  Dept  Sfty.  Chmn.  (1954-55), 
Natil  Merch.  Mar.  V.  Chmn.  (1955-59),  Natl 
Int  Affrs.  (1959-60, 1980-81),  Natl.  Sec. 
Cncl.  V.  Chmn.  (1963-67),  Natl  Merch.  Mar. 
(1967-68),  Dept  Merch.  Mar.  Chmn.  (1968- 
69),  Dept  Fin.  Chmn.  (1971-74,  75-76,  77- 
78),  Natl  Amer.  Cncl.  V.  Chmn.  (1974-75), 
Natl  Emblem  (1975-78),  Natl  Const  &  B- 
Laws  (1978),  Natl  Rehab.  Advis.  Bd.  (1980- 

81)  ,  Nat'l.  Legis.  Cncl.  (6th  Congr.  Dist) 
(1985-90),  Dept.  Const.  &  By-Laws  Chmn. 
(1983-97). 

Robert  P.  Walsh,  Texas,  Natl  Comm.  (1956- 
61,  63-64,  66-70),  Nat'l  Vet  Pref.  (1961-67, 
72-90),  Dept  M&PA  Chmn.  (1962-63,  67- 
68),  Dept  V.  Cmd. 
(1963-64),  Dept  Mil. 
Affrs.  Chmn.  (1964- 
65),  Nat'l  Dis.  Guests 
Comm.  V.  Chmn. 
(1964-68,  71-72),  Natl 
Sec.  Cncl.  (1964-66), 
Dept.  Legis.  Chmn. 
(1966-67),  Dept  Cmd. 
(1968-69),  Natl  Tro- 
phies, Awds.  &  Cere. 
Comm.  (1969-72), 
Nat'l  Exec.  Comm.  Ait 
(1972-76),  Dept  Conv. 
Chmn.  (1972-73), 
Natl.  Exec.  Comm. 
(1976-80),  Natl.  Econ. 
Comm.  (1976-80), 
Dept.  Law  &  Ord. 
Chmn.  (1983-84), 
Dept.  Ed.  &  Schol. 
Chmn.  (1987-90),  Natl 
Legis.  Cncl.  (1987-90, 
93-94),  Nat'l  Vet  Prel 
Comm.  V.Chmn. 
(1988-93). 
Romaine  Roethel,  Nev., 
Dept  Adj.  (1993-98), 
NatlAux.  Pres.  (1981). 
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MOVING? 


llEIOH  SHOPPER 


SEND  ADVERTISING  COPY 
AND  REMinANCE  TO: 

Joan  Rizzo 
Classified  Advertising 
The  American  Legion  Magazine 
c/o  Fox  Associates,  Inc. 
347  5th  Ave.,  Suite  1110 
New  Yorl<,  NY  10016 

(212)  725-2106 
FAX  (212)  779-1928 
All  classified  advertising  is  payable  in  advance  by 
checl<  or  money  order.  Please  make  remittance 
payable  to  "The  American  Legion  Magazine."  RATES: 
$22  per  word.  Count  street  addresses  and  box  numbers 
as  two  words;  all  city,  state  and  zip  codes  as  three 
words.  CIRCULATION:  2,700,000  per  month. 
DEADLINE:  Advertising  copy  must  be  received  60  days 
before  cover  date  of  issue  desired.  All  advertisements 
are  accepted  at  the  discretion  of  the  publisher. 


SUSPENDER  WEARERS!  Frustrated  with  clips  that  con- 
stantly slip  off  your  pants?  Our  suspenders  feature  patent- 
ed "no-slip  clip".  Brochure/order,  (800)  700-4515. 


ARTS  &  CRAFT 


WWW.PAINTINGP0RTRAITS.COM 


BOOKS  &  MAGAZINES 


COATS  OF  ARMS 


500,000  NAMES,  32  COUNTRIES.  FREE  CATALOG.  The 
Ship's  Chandler,  Dept.  L,  Wilmington,  VT  05363.  (305) 
375-9469.  www.coatsotarms.com. 

CASINO  SUPPLIES/PLAYING  CARDS 

CATALOG,  (800)  233-0828. 


EDUCATION  &  INSTRUCTION  

YOUR  MILITARY  TRAINING  AND  YOUR  PAST  COLLEGE 
credits  add  up  to  a  degree  of  respect.  At  Regents  Col- 
lege, "What  you  know  is  more  important  than  where  you 
learned  it."  Apply  past  college  credits  and  accredited  mili- 
tary training  toward  one  of  our  respected  degree  pro- 
grams. Contact  us  today  to  find  out  more:  Call  toll  free, 
(888)  647-2388,  or  access  www.regents.edu/remilit. 
Regents  College  admits  students  of  any  race,  color  and 
national  or  ethnic  origin. 

PARALEGAL  -  GRADED  CURRICULUM.  Approved  home 
study.  Affordable.  Since  1890.  Free  catalog.  (800)  826- 
9228  or  Blackstone  School  of  Law,  P.O.  Box  701449,  Dal- 
las, TX  75730.  Department  AL. 


FREE  DEBT  RELIEF!  Not  a  loan.  Not  bankruptcy.  Lower 
payments/interest  instantly!  Private.  Call  Amerix,  (800) 
570-3021,  code  4129. 

HEALTH  &  HEALTH-CARE  PRODUCTS 

NATURAL  JOJOBA  FOR  DRY  SKIN,  (800)  204-7622. 
END  CONSTIPATION  FOREVER,  (800)  809-4696. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


SENECASMOKES,  DISCOUNT  CIGARETTES.  Cartons 
start  at  $12.50.  Call  toll  free,  (877)  234-2447. 
www.senecasmokes.com. 


MILITARY  DOG  TAGS, 


OF  INTEREST  TO  ALL 


WWW.FUTURE-WORLD.COM/CGI-BIN/CATALOG/2214-9. 


WWW.USIMAGES.COM. 


PERSONALS 


ASIAN  WOMEN!  Overseas,  marriage-minded.  Sunshine 
International  Correspondence,  Box  5500-HK,  Kailua-Kona, 
HI  96745-5500.  (808)  325-7707,  http://sunshine-girls.com. 

NICE  SINGLES.  Amazing  results.  FREE  magazine.  Send 
age.  Singles,  Box  310-ALM,  Allardt,  TN  38504. 
http://members.aol.com/spiritlif/homepage.html. 


TRAVEL/RECREATION 


HAWAII  RENTALS, 


OLD  WESTERN  ELECTRIC  TUBES,  (201)  867-9136. 


UNUSUAL  HARMONICAS, 


OLD  GUITARS,  (800)  451-9728. 


BOY  SCOUT  PATCHES,  (940)  455-2519. 


SWORDS,  (800)  798-6167. 


WINE  &  BEER  MAKING 


3| 


HEARING  AID  CATALOG 
BUY  DIRECT !  SAVE  70% 


Huge  Selection 
Low,  Low  Prices 
45  Trial  Period 
Payment  Terms 
*Wrlte  For  Free  Cataloa  I 


MONROE  HEARING  AID 
P.O.  BOX  A-3976  DEPT.  8 
CHICAGO,  ILLINOIS  60690 


Morgan  Silver  Dollars 


1878-1904  Brilliant  Uncirculated 


only 
$329 


Dates  of  Our*  Choice  •  Add  $5  P  &  H 
All  Major  Credit  Cards  Accepted 
Call  Toll  Free  1-888-260-8111 

or  send  payment  to: 
9  SUSAN  DRIVE  •  WADING  RIVER,  NY  11792 

 3  Coin  Minimum  i.n  CC  Orders 


northAmerican  Offers 
Moving  Discount 

SAVE  40% 

On  Your  Next 
Interstate  Move! 

North  American  Van  Lines  offers 
American  Legion  members  a  40% 
discount  on  interstate  moves.  Let 
North  American,  the  world's  largest 
professional  mover,  transport  your 
household  goods  with  moving  ser- 
vices to  meet  every  need  and  budget. 
In  addition  to  saving  40%,  you  will  re- 
ceive up  to  $50,000  coverage  on  your 
household  goods  at  no  charge. 

For  more  information  or  a  free 
estimate,  call  Andy  Mento  at  Quality 
Movers/North  American  Van  Lines. 
1-800-524-5533 


VIAGRA  ALTERNATIVE 


IMPOTENCE  SOLUTION  AND  PREVENTION 
WITH  COMPLETE  VACUUM  THERAPY  SYSTEM 

•  Our  system  comes  with  four  rings, 
our  competitors  comes  with  none! 


•  No  prescription  required 

•  Shipped  in  a  plain  package  ■  

to  your  door  \~HmE_ 

•Medicare  patients  may  qualify  '  ADDRESS. 

for  a  device  with  no  cost  to  them  I  ^'^^  


TOLL  FREE  888-231-2486 


IMPO  TEC 
6757 ARAPAHO 
STE  711,  BOX  333 
DALLAS.  TX  75248 


CHECK/VISA/MASTERCARD/DISCOVER 

SIGNATURE  
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lEElBH  SHOPPER 


HEARING  AIDS 
uPTo  60%  SAVINGS 


HealthDri 

INCONTINENCE  UNDERGARMENTS 

Underwear  That  Keeps  Your  Secret! 
For  a  dealer  near  you  call: 

ATransAqua 

1-800-769-1899 

http://www.trans-aqua.com 

Completely  Washable,  No  Liners,  &  Saves  Up  To  $1,000  a  Year  Over 


SUPER  TOUGH 
STEEL  BUILDINGS 

AT  SUPER  DISCOUNTS  UP  TO 

$4,000.00  OFF 


Jake  an  extra  *7, 


MasterCraft 

Steel 

call  toll  free    Building  Systems 

888.781-6629136 

40  x  60x  12 
40  X  80  X  14 
50  X  100  X  16 
60  X  150  X  16 

CALL  FOR 
ADDITIONAL  SIZES 

In  mud. 
In  snow.  In  water. 
Incredible. 


www.maxatvs.com 
Call  toll-free  1-800-255-2511 


HAT    PINS  •MEDALS' 


.  FREE  COLOR  CATALOG 

•  2500+  Military  Designs 

•  Army,  Navy,  Air  Force,  Marines 

•  Call  now!  Toll-free! 
1-888-223-1159 

•  Custom  pins  &  patches  available. 
Dealer  inquiries  welcome. 


by  Hoover's  Mfg. 


Co. 

31354 


Military  Rings 


Your  "Classic" 
Military  Ring  will  be  a| 
treasured  symbol  ofi 
your  service.  Over  70 
rings  to  choose  from.  | 
Men's  ring  pricesi 
start  at  $127.  60  day' 
money-back  guarantee.  Call  for  a  FREE  color| 
brochure:  (503)731-9256  (24  hr  recordedm 
message).  Or  write:  Classic  Military  Rings 
435  SE  85th  Dept.  A-899,  Portland  OR  97216.  I 
Visit  our  website  at  www.ClassicRings.com  I 
CodeA-899L 


MEN'S  WIDE  SHOES 


EEE-EEEEEE,  SIZES  5-13 

FREE  catalog 
High  quality 
160  styles 


HITCHCOCK  SHOES.INC. 

Dept.  5G  Hingham,  MA  02043 
1-600-992-WIDE  www.wigleshoes.coni 


storages,  cabins,  and  more  Built  ppg^  brochure  or 

■■-  aniiinmanv   sB„d  $19.95  l$5  sihl  for 
20  veais,  the  ^„  i„f„mative  v 


Enjoy  an  active   ^  _ 
rewarding  lifestyle! 

Scooter  Lifts  &  Ramps  Available. 
Quality  &  Savings  You  Deserve! 

1-800-229-1317 
Scooter  Discounters 


30-DAY 
TRIAL 

TRY 
BEFORE 
YOU  BUY 

GUARANTEED  LOWEST  PRICES! 

•ALL  MAKES  &  MODELS     •  TERMS  ARRANGED 
•  30  YRS.  EXPERIENCE      ■  ALL  MAKE  REPAIRS 
.  CUSTOM  INSTRUMENT  SPECIALISTS  • 

FOR  FREE  INFORMATION  CALL: 

1-800-323-1212 

We're  the  oldest,  biggest  and  best 

LLOYDS,  DEPT,  AL    BOX  1645,  ROCKFORO.  IL  61110 


Medals  •  Minatures 
Ribbons  'Badges  •  Rank 
Mounting  and  Engraving 
>  Patches  •  Flag  Cases 
Display  Cases 
•  Ship  Photos 


Call  Now  1-800-308-0849 

For  FREE  32  Page  Color  Catalog 


Medals  Of  America 

1929AA2  Fairview  Rd.  •  Fountain  Inn,  SC  29644 


I  Visit  us  on  the  Web  @  www.usmedals.com  | 


2  SEAT  BIKE 

Drives  LiKe  a  Car! 

Easy  to  Pedal 
Multi-Speed  /^\^\ 
Street  Legal  f  4^ 
1 ,  2  &  4  Seater^ 
Free  Literature 

niionpc/  <nn 


5-822-2737  Ext.  3386 
www.4wc.com/73386 


CLASSIC  WARBIRD  &  COMBAT  HATS  $15.95 


All  Divisions,  All  Air  Forces,  All  Wai^,  All  Ships 
75  Classic  Warbird  Hats  -  Ships  $29.95 
Scrambled  eggs  S7.95  P(Jtf«4.95 
Mail  lo:  Military  Matters:  Dept.AL-16 
P.O.  Box  191  Honeoye  Falls,  NY  14472 
716-624-5256  10am-5pm  m-l  80Pag6Caiaio5S2,95 

MC  ■  VISA  AMEX  - DISC    87.  Tai  NYS  Resillcnl 


GOOD  STUFF 


Solid  Oak 

Flag  Case 
$49.^5 

plus  $7."'s&h 


-888-597-8833 


Satisfaction 
Guaranteed 
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UEIOH  SHOPPtR 


CIGARETTES  &  TOBACCO  FOR  LESS! 

(all  tobacco  products  available) 


1358  Cayuga  Road.  Irving,  NY  14081 
ARE  YOU  TIRED  OF  PAYING  HIGH  PRICES 
FOR  YOUR  TOBACCO  PRODUCTS? 

BUY  FROM  THE  ORIGINAL  PEOPLE  on  INDIAN  TERRITORY' 

Cigarettes  &  Tobacco  for  Less!  Offers  all  Premium.  Ciencric  and 

Discount  Brands  of  Cigarettes.  Special  Prices  on  Native  Made 

Brands  of  Cigarettes.  Also  carry  100%  organic  Native  Blend 

Coffee  and  Native  Crafts.  Call  fur  more  iiifurmaliuii. 

ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARD.S,  CHECKS  &  MONEY  ORDERS 

ACCEPTED! 


CALL  TOLL  FREE 
1-800-258-5186 


Surgeon  General's 
Warning:  .Smoking 
Causes  l^ung  Cancer. 


Notice:  Cigarettes  purchased 
on  .Seneca  Indian  Territory 
are  for  personal  use  only. 


HOUR.S: 

i6pm(E.ST)M-F 
J 1  pm  (K.ST)  Sat. 

■I  S  shipped  hx  UPS 


New  Issue  Limited  Offer! 
1999  SILVER  EAGLES 


time  only, 

Eastei 

Numi.smatics 

offering  the  new  1 999  American 
Silver  Eagle.  The  purchase  price  is  $8.95  per  coin  Each  coin 
is  Brilliant  Uncirculated  and  contains  One  Oz.  of  Pure  Sil- 
ver .999  Fine.  We  re.serve  the  right  to  limit  quantity. 

5  Coins  $44.75+3.00  P&H   (Total  $47.75) 

10  Coins  $89.50+$5.U0P&H    (Total  $94.50) 

20  Coin  roil  in  Original  U.S.  Mint  tube  with  Treasury  Seal. 

for  $179.00  +  $8.00  P&H  (Total  $187.00) 

Minimum  charge  is  $50.00  or  more.  Prices  are  subject 
to  change  without  notice.  N.Y.  residents  add  sales  tax. 

Order  Toll  Free  1-800-835-0008 

Eastern Nunnismatics,  642FranklinAve., Garden  City.  NY  1 1530 
Visit  us  on  the  INTERNET  athttp://uscoins.com  Dept.AL. 


Palmer's  one-hand  operated,  double  & 
single  seat  3  wheelers  are  Gear  driven. 
,   ■¥    FREE  BROCHURE  ■¥ 

^(vd^    Call  800-847-1304 
^    >V         PALMER  INDUSTRIES 
,c;A.          P.O.  BOX5707NS 
^          ENDICOTT,  NY  13763 
ALSO  PEDAL  /  ELECTRIC  1  &  2  SEATERS 
&  ELECTRIC  KITS  FOR  TRIKES 
 Visit  us  at  our  Web  Site:  www.palmerind.com  


U.S.  MILITARY  MEDALS-PINS 


CUSTOM  NAVY  SHIP'S  CAPS 


Make  ^25  to  '100  per  hour 


with 

Yes,  it's  really  possible  by  making  and 
selling  bright,  colorful  Badge-A-Minit 
buttons  Buttons  are  proven  money- 
makers at  fairs,  flea  markets,  con- 
ventions, or  anywhere  people 
congregate.  They're  fast  and  easy 
to  make  vi/ith  Badge-A-Minit  and 
inexpensive! 

Call  for  a  FREE  full  color  ^^Z'f- 
catalog  or  order  a  '  ^ 

Starter  Kit  for  only  $29  95  ■.  ■ 
(IL  residents  add  $1  87  tax).-- 
Shipping  Is  no<»  FREE! 


!-A-Minit,  Dept.  AL  899,  P.O.  Box  800,  LaSalle,  IL  61301 

CALL  1-800-223-4103 


SEND  ?0R  A  VETTRAN  CATALOG  I^R  $1 .00: 

PIECES  OF  HISTORY 

PO  Box  7500,  Dept.  .JiL.  Cave  Creek,  .«iZ  85.': 


1 : 602-488-  B77  F3<:  1-800-488- 1316 


New  Authors 

Publish  Your  Work 

ALL  SUBJECTS  CONSIDERED 


write,  or  send  your  manuscript  to: 
MINERVA  PRESS 

315  317  REGENT  STREET  LONDON  W1R  7YB,  ENGU\ND 

www.minerva-press. co.uk 


BUY  FACTORY  DIRECT! 


Ideal  for  shop,  boat  &  vehicle  storage 


20  X  30  30  X  44  47  x  100 
25x32     40x60    50x  120 


Inventory  vanes      ^  ^  | 

Factory  Direct  ■  Toll  Free 


800/715-6482 


RHODES  HEARING 
FREE  CATALOG! 


CALL  OR  WRITE: 
RHODES  HEARING 

DEPT  R11, 
BROOKPORT,  IL  62910 
1-800-320-3300  EXT  R11 
FOR  YOUR  FREE  CATALOG! 


VIAGRA.  DIDIM'T  WORIC? 


.  NOW  AVAILABLE  WTHOUT 
A  PRESCRIPTION 

.  NOW  AVAILABLE  AT  ALL 
ECKERD  DRUGSTORES 
AND  SNYDER  DRUGSTORES 

.  FOR  FREE  INFORMATION  CALL: 
1 -800-475-3091 


It's  right  at  Eckerd!' 


Encore  Medical,  Inc.,  1002  N.  Central  Expressway.,  Ste.  341,  Richardson, TX  75080 
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Middle  Ages 

I  recently  turned  50,  which  is  young  for  a  tree,  mid-life  for 
an  elephant,  and  ancient  for  a  quarter-miler  whose  son  now 
says,  "Dad,  I  just  can't  run  with  you  anymore  unless  I  bring 
something  to  read."  -  Bill  Cosby 

Middle  age  is  when  your  age  starts  to  show  around  the 
middle.  -  Bob  Hope 

Taxing  System 

The  income  tax  has  made  more  liars  out  of  the  American 
people  than  golf  has.  -  Will  Rogers 

Gracie  Allen  worked  out  a  system  where  we  wouldn't  have 
to  pay  any  tax.  If  you  owe  the  government  five  thousand 
dollars,  you  make  out  your  return  for  ten  thousand.  The 
government  owes  you  five,  and  you  owe  them  five,  so 
you're  even.  -  George  Burns 

All  in  the  Family 

Never  lend  your  car  to  anyone  to  whom  you  have  given 
birth.  -  Erma  Bombeck 

Genetics:  the  study  of  which  parent's  family  is  responsible 
for  a  teenager's  behavior.  -  Anonymous 

A  family  man  is  a  man  who  has  replaced  the  money  in  his 
wallet  with  pictures  of  his  wife  and  kids.       -  Anonymous 

Any  Hot  Job  Leads? 

I  wonder  about  unemployed  blacksmiths.  Do  they  stand 
around  talking  about  possible  jobs,  saying,  "Yeah,  I  got  a 
few  irons  in  the  fire?"        -  Jerry  Seinfeld,  Sein  Language 


"G'we  this  knob  a  coup\e  turns  and  when  Mom  gets  on 
it  you  can  hear  her  clear  over  to  the  playground." 


Adults  Say  the  Funniest  Things 

Some  winners  from  a  New  York  Magazine  contest  for  mod- 
em malapropisms: 

He's  a  wolf  in  cheap  clothing. 

It  was  a  case  of  love  at  Versailles. 

A  fool  and  his  money  are  some  party. 

Michelangelo  painted  the  Sixteenth  Chapel. 

No  more  negotiation  -  it's  a  dumb  deal. 

All  I  want  from  you  kids  is  a  little  piece  of  quiet. 

-  New  York  Magazine 
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EPS  to 


0  Easy         Starts  with 
freedorre  360**  of 
s-t-r-e-t-c-h  waist... 
no  belt  neccessary! 

I  Easy  Fit — we  have  waists 
30  to  54;  inseams  S  to  XL 
and  Big  Guys  pay 
nothing  extra! 

lEasy  Care— 100% 
NO  IRON  machine 
wash  and  wearf 

\  Easy  Price  —  2  pairs 
for  only  $24.95! 

Quality  features: 
^  Tough,  handsome  twill 

is  quality  polyester 

and  cotton. 

Stretch  waist  and 

nylon  zipper  fly  with 

snap  top  closures. 

2  deep  side  pockets, 

rear  patch  pocket  ^ 

and  belt  loops 

Easy  Order!  Direct  to  your 
door  delivery!  Phone  or 
send  right  now. 


Balsam  Green 


-800-742-2263  Order  24  hours  a  day,  7 days  a  week! 


Imported 


Yellow 
Stripe 


^SHIRTS 


)  shirts 


They're  the  most  versatile  shirts  in  the  world! 

Wear  them  weekdays  with  a  tie,  weekends  without  — 
the  stay-neat  collar  looks  perfectly  proper  either  open 
or  buttoned,  and  the  neatly  hemmed  bottoms  tuck  in 
for  business  —  or  wear  them  out  for  casual. 
Finely  tailored  of  premium  yarn-dyed  fabric 
for  crisper  patterns  and  sharper  colors. 
Full  Haband  cut,  with  two  convenient 
chest  pockets.  Polyester  and  cotton 
broadcloth  is  machine  wash  and , 
wear,  no-iron  permanent  press. 
All  the  new  colors,  Including  this  i 
year's  hottest  selling  Yellow  Stripes 
and  bold  handsome  French  Blue!  I 
Order  yours  today: 
The  postage  is  FREE! 


PLEASE  PRINT: 


□  Mrs. 
□  Ms. 


©  7A7-1C7 

WHAT 
SIZE? 

HOW 
MANY? 

A 

French  Blue 

B 

White 

c 

Tan 

F 

Navy  Stripe 

H 

Yellow  Stripe 

J 

Blue  Fancy 

tel,  Pres. 
^Avenue,  Pecfcville,  PA  18452 


Mail  Address_ 
City  &  State 


100%  Satisfaction  Guaranteed  or  Full  Refund  of  Purchase  Price  at  Any  Time 


For  fastest  possible  service  call  1-800-742-2263 


Order  24  hours  a  day,  7  days  a  week! 


